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News 

Nigeria Senate on Wednes-
day removed the clause 
that makes direct primary 
mandatory for the election 
of candidates in political 
parties from the electoral 
amendment act. 

The Senate in late 2021 
passed a version of the bill 
and transmitted it to Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
who declined assent to the 
Electoral Act Amendment 
Bill. 

Buhari said that the manda-
tory use of direct primaries 
for all political parties in the 
country will be too expen-
sive to execute, saying that 
it will put a financial burden 
on Nigeria’s slim resources. 

He also expressed fears that 

the proposed mandatory 
use of direct primaries will 
amount to the violation of 
citizens’ rights will be violat-
ed and will lead to margin-
alisation for smaller political 
parties. 

Buhari advised the National 
Assembly to look into the 
areas of concern and trans-
mit the bill to him for as-
sent. 

House of Representatives 
speaker Femi Gbajabiamila 
and Senate president Ah-
mad Lawan on Tuesday said 
the National Assembly will 
work on the proposed legis-
lation and send to Buhari. 

Meanwhile, the Independ-
ent National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) on Tuesday 

said it will not release an 
election timetable until the 
electoral act amendment 
has been concluded. 

“On the Electoral Amend-
ment Bill currently before 
the National Assembly, the 
commission is encouraged 
by the Senate President’s 
assurance to give priority 
attention to the Bill when 
the National Assembly re-
convenes from its recess 
today, and the commitment 
by the President to assent 
to the Bill as soon as the 
issue of mode of primaries 
by political parties is re-
solved,” INEC chairman 
Mahmood Yakubu said in 
Abuja. 

Senate Removes Direct Primary Clause, Passes Electoral Act  from Cover 
She further stated that those 
from Delta South would take their 
turn on Friday, January 28 at the 
Government House Annex, Warri 
beginning from 10:30 am. 
 
Mrs Adasen, however, noted that 
for purpose of clarity, beneficiar-
ies from the local government 
areas constituting each of the 
senatorial districts should con-
verge at their specified locations. 
 
The commissioner added that 
they should come with any means 
of identification, including nation-
al identify card, drivers’ licence or 
international passport. 
 
She explained that there would 
be no proxy collection of the 
packs, adding that beneficiaries 
should wear white T-shirt, black 
trouser/ skirt and put on shoes or 
canvas, and urged them to call 
GSM numbers: 08100714884 and 
09071745610 for enquiries. 

By Ese Okoh 
 

D 
elta State 
Government 
has said the 
distribution of 

starter packs to benefi-
ciaries of the Infor-
mation and Communica-
tion Technology Youth 
Empowerment (ICT-YEP) 
programme between 
May and September, 

2021 will commence in 
three senatorial districts 
of the state from Mon-
day, January 24 to Fri-
day, January 28, 2022. 
 
A statement from the 
Commissioner for Sci-
ence and Technology, 
Mrs Jennifer Adesen, 
advised beneficiaries 
from Delta North to con-
verge at the Unity Hall, 

Government House, Asa-
ba at 10:30 am for their 
starter packs. 
 
According to the com-
missioner, successful 
beneficiaries from Delta 
Central would receive 
their packs at Govern-
ment House Annex, War-
ri on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 26 from 10:30 am. 
 

ICT-YEP: DELTA TO DISTRIBUTE STARTER  
PACKS TO BENEFICIARIES  

I, Miss Agbanashi Maryjane 

Nmadinagbor. now  MRS 

SALIYE  MARYJANE NMADI-

NAGBOR.    All former         

documents remain valid. 

General public take note. 

CHANGE OF NAME  

AGBANASHI 
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C 
ivil rights advoca-
cy group, Human 
Rights Writers 
Association of 

Nigeria, has asked the Pres-
ident, Muhammadu Buhari 
to return the price of Liq-
uefied Petroleum Gas pop-
ularly called cooking gas to 
how he met it in May 2015 
when he assumed office. 

National Coordinator of 
HURIWA, Emmanuel 
Onwubiko, made this 
known to News Desk Paper 
on Saturday via a chat. 

According to Onwubiko, 
Nigerians have nothing to 
jubilate or rejoice over 
about the recent marginal 
drop in the cost of cooking 
gas. 

According to News Desk 
Paper findings, the price of 
12.5kg LPG has dropped 
from N8,800 to between 
N8400 and N8200. In some 
outlets, the price of the 
commodity dropped to 
between N7,800 and 
N8,000 as of Thursday. 

The product had increased 
by 240 per cent for 
12.5kg, moving up from 
N3,000 to N10,200 within 
the first 10 months of 
2021. 

The development forced 
some LPG users to shift to 
charcoal or firewood, as 

consumers of the commod-
ity raised the alarm over 
the persistent hike in its 
price. 

The Programme Manager, 
National LPG Expansion 
Implementation Plan, 
Office of the Vice Presi-
dent, Dayo Adeshina, had 
said the Federal Govern-

ment 
was putting measures in 
place to ensure further 
reduction in the cost of 
cooking gas. 

However, in a chat with 
our correspondent on Sat-
urday, the HURIWA coordi-
nator said the marginal 
reduction (less than 
N1,000) in the price of 
cooking gas is not substan-
tial. 

Onwubiko said, “The fail-
ure of the relevant govern-
mental bodies to regulate 
the pricing of gas assets in 
Nigeria is a recipe for en-

couraging the ballooning 
poverty situations that we 
have witnessed since 2015 
that President Muham-
madu Buhari has operated 
economic policy frame-
works devoid of progres-
sive mechanisms. 

“Government lacks the 
requisite political will, sin-

cerity of purpose and com-
mitments to do the needful 
to ensure that millions of 
homes in Nigeria are not 
subjected to economic or-
deals just so they can get 
gas to power the prepara-
tions of their foods and 
other essential services 
domestically and other-
wise. 

“High costs of gas has led 
to the closure of many res-
taurants and small busi-
nesses thereby increasing 
unemployment rates in 
Nigeria. The high cost of 
gas has affected the green 

environment and this 
shows that this govern-
ment is hypocritical when 
it mouths her readiness to 
take remedial steps to halt 
the consequences of cli-
mate change. 

“All those international 
trips costing the taxpayers 
billions of naira by the 

President and retinue of 
ministers to attend cli-
mate change-related 
global summits without 
taking local steps to 
check unaffordable costs 
of gas resources in Nige-
ria is cosmetic and hypo-
critical.” 

When asked whether it 
would be better for 
Buhari to return the 

price of cooking gas to 
what it was in 2015, Onwu-
biko said, “Yes, but this 
government is unrepent-
antly incompetent.” 

“The government derives 

satisfaction in imposing 

outrageous and satanic 

economic policies on Nige-

rians. This is even why the 

government has decided to 

tax us more for drinking 

soft drinks even when 

wives of politically exposed 

officials buy champagnes 

and expensive wines at 

public costs for their own 

enjoyment in their co-

coons,” he added. 

HURIWA To Buhari: Return Cooking Gas Price To How You Met It In 2015 

President Buhari 
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By Ebidere Tekemeka 
 

T 
here has been a 
marked in-
crease in the 
prices of popu-

lar food items, including 
beverages in the past 
few months, confirmed 
by recent data released 
by the National Bureau 
of Statistics, NBS, which 
indicates a steady rise in 
food inflation in Nigeria.  
 
The statistics revealed 

that the prices of goods 
and services, measured 
by the consumer price 
index, increased by 
15.40 percent (year on 
year) in November 2021. 
 
The rise in the food in-
dex, according to the 
NBS, was caused by in-
creases in prices of 
bread and cereals, fish, 
potatoes, yam and other 
tubers, oil and fats, milk, 
eggs, tea and cocoa. 
 

From every indication, 
Nigerians are becoming 
increasingly aggrieved 
due to the unabating 
rise in the prices of 
foodstuff and the resi-
dents of Patani Local 
Government Area are no 
exception. 
 
Mrs Tonye Abah, a resi-
dent of Patani Local 
Government Area, said 
that it was becoming an 
uphill task to fend for 
and feed herself and her 

four children due to the 
new regimes of taxes 
and utility bills, especial-
ly for those in the low-
income bracket.  
 
She therefore called on 
the government to act 
fast in coming up with 
measures to either ar-
rest or mitigate the rise 
in food price, so as to 
save humanity from the 
hunger currently ravag-
ing the land. 

PATANI RESIDENT LAMENTS INCREASE IN PRICE OF FOOD ITEMS  

NADESSTU COMMENDS GOVERNOR OKOWA FOR BURSARY PAYMENT 

By Chika Opiah 
 

T 
he National Associa-
tion of Delta State 
Students (NADESSTU) 
has commended the 

Governor of Delta State, Sen 
Dr Ifeanyi Okowa, for his mag-
nanimity and the show of love 
for Students of Delta State 
origin in various Institutions of 
higher learning in Nigeria. 
 
Speaking during a courtesy 
visit to the Executive Secre-
tary, Delta State Bursary and 
Scholarship Board, Hon Sunny 
Orishedere, the National Pres-
ident NADESSTU, Comrade 
Gabriel Okorocha, stated this 

recently when he led a delega-
tion comprised of the newly 
elected executive members of 
the association to his office.  
 
The national president stated 
that members of the executive 
came to show their apprecia-
tion to the Governor who 
"has" consistently ensured 
that the Students Special As-
sistance Scheme also known 
as “Okowa alert” is" paid to all 
qualified Delta State Students 
studying in tertiary Institutions 
all over the nation. 
 
The body also commended 
the Executive Secretary, chair-
man, members and staff of 

the board for assiduously 
working towards ensuring that 
the Governor's plans for the 
students are not truncated. 
 
Comrade Okorocha, while 
appreciating the Governor and 
the Board for being consistent 
in paying the bursary to Delta 
Students, appealed to His Ex-
cellency, to consider the up-
ward review of the stipend/
bursary in view of the harsh 
economic realities as well as 
commence early registration 
of students in February to 
avoid delay in subsequent 
payments.  
 
He added that "payment" of 

Bursary is better when student 
were in schools. 
 
In his response, the Executive 
Secretary of the Delta State 
Bursary and Scholarship 
Board, Hon Sunny Orishedere 
commended the national body 
for ensuring that Delta State 
students in tertiary Institu-
tions behave well and contin-
ue in that trajectory as well as 
study hard to graduate with 
good grades. 
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B 
ode George, a 
chieftain of the 
Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 

says Nigerians will regret if 
they elect former governor 
of Lagos State, Bola Tinubu, 
as president in 2023. 

Mr George, a former military 
governor of Osun State, stat-
ed this while reacting to the 
declaration of interest of Mr 
Tinubu into the presidential 
race. 

He said he won’t support for 
the former governor because 
he is unfit for the position, 
warning of regrets should 
Nigerians elect the national 
leader of the All Progressive 
Congress (APC) as president. 

“I won’t support him 
(Tinubu),” the PDP chief said. 
“I am talking as a senior citi-
zen in this country. I have 
nothing personal, this man 

does not have what it takes 
to manage this country. If he 
does Nigerians will regret it. 

“If Nigerians are dumb 

enough not to see that 
(incompetence) and they 
choose that he is the one 
they want to put forward as 
president, I wish them the 

best of luck,” he added. 

When asked if he will go on 
exile should the former gov-
ernor be elected president, 

he answered in the affirma-
tive, “because he (Tinubu) 
will take the country to the 
gutters.” 

The APC chieftain while de-
claring for the top job earlier 
in the week said it was his 
life-long ambition to lead the 
country he once said he 
doesn’t believe in. 

After his declaration, Nigeri-

ans on social media began 

raising controversial ques-

tions about his lineage, 

origin, source of wealth, age, 

among others. 

Nigerians Will Regret If Tinubu Becomes President In 2023 – Bode George 

An Abia State High Court presided 
over by Hon. Justice Benson Anya in 
Umuahia, the state capital on 
Wednesday awarded N1bn damage in 
favour of the detained leader of the 
Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB), 
Nnamdi Kanu against the Federal 
Government. 

Kanu, through his lawyer, Aloy 
Ejimakor had approached the court 
seeking N5bn damage against the 
Federal Government over the al-
leged invasion of his father’s house 
on September 10, 2017 by the mili-
tary. 

Hon. Justice Anya described the inva-
sion of Kanu’s Afaraukwu residence 
as notorious and brazen. 

He however struck out other reliefs 

sought by Kanu’s legal team, including 
his repatriation from Kenya and con-

tinued detention by the DSS. 

The presiding judge also granted the 
relief sought by Kanu’s legal team, 
ordering the Federal Government to 

issue a public apology in three na-
tional dailies over the illegal invasion 
of Kanu’s Afaraukwu residence. 

He also advised the Federal Govern-

ment to adopt a political resolution 

in dealing with issues involving 

Kanu. 

Court Orders FG To Pay Nnamdi Kanu ₦1 Billion 
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By Grace Eshedagho  
 

I n a bid to achieve 
peaceful coexistence be-
tween farmers and herds-
men in the state, the Delta 
State Livestock Manage-
ment Committee said it 
hhas commenced arrange-
ments with critical stake-
holders to start the en-
forcement of the anti-
open-grazing law in Delta 
State within the next three 
month. 
 
Speaking during a sensiti-
sation visit to the Obi of 
Owa Kingdom, HRM, Obi 
(Dr) Emmanuel Efeizomor 
II, in Agbor, and the 
Miyetti Allah Cattle Breed-
ers and Dealers Associa-
tion in Asaba. the Chair-
man of the Livestock Man-
agement Committee, Chief 
Julius Egbedi said that as 
stakeholders in the state 
and leaders in their various 
communities, their sup-
port would make their job 
easy. 
 
Egbedi recalled that the 
DLMC was inaugurated by 
Governor Ifeanyi Okowa 
on Tuesday, December 14, 
2021 with a charge to im-
plement the Delta State 
Livestock, Breeding, Rear-
ing, and Marketing Regula-
tion Law 2021 thereby 
bringing about an end to 
the farmer/ herder crises. 

 
He stated that the visit 
was to solicit his support 
and to enable the com-
mittee interface with tradi-
tional rulers during their 
monthly meeting. 
 
In the same vein, while 
speaking to the Miyetti 
Allah Cattle Breeders and 
Dealers Association, he 
advised them to liaise with 
community leaders to se-
cure land to be set aside 
for grazing of their cattle 
and where the need arose, 
to notify the committee to 
aid them in securing land. 
 
He further revealed that 
the state government 
would set up committees 
and taskforce in each of 
the 25 local government 
areas of the state for effec-
tive implementation of the 
law, adding that the law 
would become effective in 
three months time. 
 
Responding, Obi Efeizomor 
II commended the effort of 
the committee members 
in working to achieve the 
agenda of the state gover-
nor and assured the com-
mittee of his support. 
 
He lamented the ordeal 
being experienced by 
farmers in the state due to 
the infiltration of criminal 
herders into communities 
in the state. 

 
“I am almost 84 years old 
and more than 62 years on 
the throne, I have never 
seen a situation where 
every dick and harry are 
discussing one thing, and it 
appears those who perpe-
trate these things are 
above the law. 
 
“But I want to thank the 
state government for the 
step taken, at least bring-
ing a law, for sometime 
they say there is no law, 
now there is law,” he said. 
 
He said that with the new 
law, which he referred to 
as ‘baptism of hope’ an 
end would come to the 
menace. 
 
Also responding, the Vice 
Chairman, Cattle Dealers, 
Alhaji Ibrahim Yunus, and 
the State Chairman, 
Miyetti Allah, Alhaji Musa 
Dariu, thanked the com-
mittee but sought clarifica-
tion on certain issues. 
 
They complained that pri-
or to the implementation 
of the law, some hoodlums 
in their various host com-
munities had at various 
occasions carried out un-
provoked attacks on 
peaceful herders and killed 
their cattle. 
 
They appealed for the 
committee to look into 

such issues even as they 
called for restraints by the 
hoodlums, pledging their 
commitment to remain 
law-abiding and called on 
the state government to 
help them secure land for 
their cattle. 
 
Present in the entourage 
was the Director General 
on security of the state, 
David Tonwe; Dept of 
State Services, Mr Jonah 
Nwigwe; representative of 
the Nigerian Police Force, 
CSP Austine Duru; and the 
representative of the Min-
istry of Justice, Erhu-
vwu  Akpoghene. 
 
Others were the Director 
of Livestock Services, 
MANR, Mr Julius Omuni-
zua; Director of Veterinary 
Services, MANR, Dr. 
Charles Diai; Secretary 
MANR, Dr Augustine Ojog-
bo, representative from 
the three senatorial dis-
tricts and the representa-
tive of the state Butchers 
Union, Mr Chuks Acha. 
 
Highlight of the visits were 
presentation of copies of 
the law to the monarch; 
chairman, Miyetti Allah in 
the state, and the vice 
chairman, Cattle Breeder 
Association. 

DELTA STATE TO COMMENCE ENFORCEMENT OF ANTI-OPEN GRAZING LAW  
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EDUCATION 

By Ifeanyi Omenogor 
 

T he Director of students’ 
industrial work experience 

scheme (SIWES), Delta state 
polytechnic Ogwashi-Uku, Dr 
Florence Emelue has said the 
importance of industrial training 
could not be overemphasized. 
 
Dr Emelue, who made the re-
marks in a chat with newsmen in 
her office at Ogwashi-Uku, said 
industrial training would enable 

students acquire the practical 
aspect of their chosen career. 
 
The SIWES boss said the period 
of industrial training was not a 
period of money making, but 
one for knowledge acquisition 
for the purpose of a better fu-
ture. 
 
While calling on students to take 
SIWES seriously, she said that 
the training was a high-capacity 
program, saying that any stu-

dent that failed to take part, 
would start all over again. 
 
She advised students currently 
undergoing industrial training to 
work hard, to ensure they 
achieve their vision and mission. 
 
She said Delta State Polytechnic 
Ogwashi-Uku, was a technical 
institution that would want stu-
dents to practicalize what they 
have learnt, adding  that stu-
dents were trained in practicals 

to know their various field of 
studies.  
 
Emelue said that the Industrial 
Training Fund (ITF) established 
industrial work experience 
scheme in the year 1973, for the 
purpose of solving the problems 
of lack of adequate skills for 
employment of tertiary institu-
tions graduates by Nigeria indus-
tries. 

STUDENTS ADVISED ON COMMITMENT TO SIWES TRAINING 

W 
ordPress is a pop-
ular platform that 
powers more 
than one-third of 

the world’s websites ranging from 
small blogs to professional sites 
like Skype and Microsoft. It is 
among the top three most used 
site building packages; the other 
two are Joomla and Drupal. 
WordPress is available to down-
load for no cost and easy to use. 
This holds true not only for ex-
perts but also for beginners. In 
recent years, many bloggers/
writers have shifted their web-
sites from other platforms to 
WordPress, as it often leads to a 
great career path. Let’s read more 
about their reasoning. 

1. It’s Flexible 

WordPress hosts professional 
websites, but at the same time, is 
also welcoming for the new blog-
ger who may be just starting out. 
Unlike other top websites with 
less-user friendly features that 
make them difficult for newcom-
ers, WordPress caters to people 
with no prior knowledge of cod-

ing or programming. It’s entirely 
free to install and ready to be 
used in a few minutes without 
any heavy technical know-how 
required.  

New users only need a domain 
name and a web hosting account 
to start their website. Plus, it’s 
one of the many excellent skills 
and fields to learn as a career 
path. 

2. Offers Multiple Theme Options 

WordPress extends a broad varie-
ty of free website templates and 
themes, which are great for just 
about every kind of website, from 
simple blogs to professional sites. 
These themes can be easily cus-
tomized through an options panel 
that allows the user to change 
colors or backgrounds, upload 
logos, along with creating beauti-
ful sliders without using any com-
plicated code. WordPress pro-
vides the flexibility to purchase 
designs made by independent 
third-party designers from around 
the world. 

3. Safe and Secure 

Website safety and security is an 
area of enormous concern for 
almost every website owner. 
WordPress is a safe and secure 
platform to run your website, as it 
was created with security as the 
top priority in mind. Where more 
than 10,000 websites are black-
listed by Google every day of the 
week, WordPress is audited fre-
quently by hundreds of develop-
ers to assure its protection from 
any kind of malware. As business 
websites are at massive risk of 
scams, WordPress provides them 
a secure place to function. 

4. Freedom to Use Various Media 
Types 

To attract a larger audience to-
wards your content and keep 
them engaged, you’ll need to do 
more than just post information. 
Instead, people tend to read 
posts that have eye-catching pic-
tures alongside them. WordPress 
is not only limited to writing text 
about a particular topic, it also 
provides you the freedom to up-

load pictures, audio, and video 
files. It has a built-in media up-
loader for this very purpose. 
What’s more, you can even share 
media from other websites, like 
YouTube, Twitter, and Instagram, 
just by adding the URL in the post 
editor. 

5. SEO Friendly 

WordPress is open-source for 

content management. It allows 

the user to manage, write and 

publish websites, even if they 

aren’t very knowledgeable about 

HTML and other coding lan-

guages. WordPress is a highly SEO

-friendly platform. It makes it easy 

to use SEO, including for begin-

ners, by utilizing SEO plugins to 

optimize the websites. This brings 

more traffic to the writer’s blogs 

and helps the websites get higher 

Google rankings with ease.  

5 Reasons Why Everyone Is Moving Their Website to WordPress 
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AFCON: Buhari Urges Super Eagles To Maintain Their Terrific Form 

LAGOS- President Mu-

hammadu Buhari has 

commended the Super 

Eagles of Nigeria for 

keeping hope alive in the 

ongoing Africa Cup of 

Nations (AFCON) in 

Cameroon by winning all 

their group matches and 

advancing to the second 

round of the tournament 

in grand style. 

 

The President in a state-

ment by Femi Adesina, 

his Special Adviser on 

Media and Publicity urg-

es the Austin Eguavoen-

led team to maintain and 

even surpass the terrific 

form that made them 

leaders in the group stage, 

as Nigeria hopefully 

looks forward to a total of 

seven emphatic wins in 

this competition. 

 

President Buhari trusts 

that the positive reputa-

tion of good sportsman-

ship the travelling fans, 

sportswriters and the 

football team have 

demonstrated in Came-

roon will continue to en-

liven the importance of 

sports, particularly foot-

ball, as an enabler of de-

velopment, peace, toler-

ance, friendship and co-

operation. 

 

The President wishes the 

Super Eagles the very 

best, pledging that his 

administration would 

continue to support the 

efforts of international, 

regional and national 

football organisations to 

use the sport as a tool to 

build a better and peace-

ful world. 

"Congratulations to our 

Super Eagles on winning 

all their three games and 

advancing to the second 

round of the AFCON in 

grand style. 

 

I urge them to maintain 

and even surpass the ter-

rific form that has made 

them leaders in the group 

stage, and to remain good 

ambassadors of Nigeria 

on and off the field. 

 

The entire country looks 

forward with hope to a 

total of SEVEN emphatic 

wins in this competition. 

Three down, four to go! 

 

They are assured of my 

unflinching support as 

they soar like the Eagles 

that they are to write yet 

another brilliant chapter 

in the unfolding story of 

Nigerian football." 

 


