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The Independent National Electoral 
Commission raised concerns about the 
2023 elections on Wednesday, citing the 
20 million Permanent Voters Cards that 
have yet to be claimed by their owners.

The commission also criticized citizens’ 
low participation in the ongoing 
continuous voter registration drive.

Mary Nkem, INEC’s Deputy Director 
(Voter Education), stated this in Abuja 
during the launch of the PVC Bus Drive 
project, which was organized by the 
Advocacy for Civic Engagement, a non-
governmental organization.

As a result, she urged Nigerians, 
particularly the youth, to participate 
actively in the process of electing new 
leaders.

She believes that votes, not social 
media, will determine the winners of the 
2023 general elections.

“This CVR exercise began on June 30, 
2021; however, we have discovered that 
the turnout has been relatively low 
between that time and a few weeks 
ago,” Nkem said.

“If the youth in this country would come 
out en masse to cast their votes, we will 
no longer be recording 15 or 20 per cent 
voter turnout in our elections, because 
we know that the population of the youth 
alone can make the difference.

“The youth no longer visit the social 
media, they basically live there today. 
Therefore, when you want to reach out 
to them, you must go to where you will 
meet them – social media.

“However, I will like to say that INEC 
does not conduct elections on social 
media neither do we count ballots on 
Twitter or Instagram.

“Our ballots are counted in the ballot 
box. It is only the ballot paper that 

enters into the ballot box that the 
commission counts.

“So, what does that mean? It means 
that on election day, people must go out 
to cast their votes. For you to be able to 
do so, you must be a registered voter 
and in possession of a PVC.”

In Ondo, 296, 965 PVCs remain 
unclaimed.

In Ondo State, INEC has revealed that 
296, 965 PVCs have yet to be collected.

The commission stated that previously 
printed PVCs that were not collected are 
still available for collection by owners at 
the state’s 18 local government INEC 
offices.

Dr Rufus Akeju, the INEC Resident 
Electoral Commissioner in the state, 
revealed this to journalists on 
Wednesday at the commission’s 
headquarters office in Akure, the state 
capital.

He said, “The CVR exercise is now in its 
fourth phase which commenced on April 
11 and will end on June 30, 2022. As at 
May 30, 2022, the registration figure 
stands at 123,981.

“A total of 21,749 PVCs were received 
by electorates in the state for the first 
and second phases of the CVR exercise 
and are currently being distributed at 
our various local government area 
offices. Those who registered during 
these phases are to avail themselves of 
this opportunity to collect their PVCs.

“However, 296,965 previously printed 
PVCs uncollected are still available for 
collection by the rightful owners at the 
various Local Government INEC 
Offices.”

20 Million PVCs Unclaimed, INEC Laments Low 
Turnout

MAHMOOD YAKUBU 

An anticipated bid by the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) to adopt the consensus 
arrangement in picking its presidential 
aspirant may turn out to be hard nut to 
crack for the governing party, as one its 
frontline presidential aspirants, Ahmed Bola 
Tinubu, insisted before the party’s 
presidential screening committee that he 
will never step down for any preferred 
candidate.

The APC national leader was among the 
twelve presidential aspirants screened 
yesterday by the party in camera.

The screening of the APC presidential 
aspirants which took place at the Transcorp 
Hilton Hotel, Abuja, was shrouded in 
secrecy, away from curious journalists who 
were restricted to lobby at the reception of 
the five star hotel.

The twelve presidential aspirants screened 
yesterday include Tinubu; minister of 
Transportatation, Rotimi Amaechi; Jigawa 
State governor, Abubakar Badaru; former 
Senate president, Ken Nnamani; former 
minister of State for Education, Emeka 
Nwajuiba, former governor of Ogun State, 
Senator Ibikunle Amosun; fiery Lagos cleric 
and former vice presidential candidate to 
Muhammadu Buhari in 2011, Pastor Tunde 
Bakare.

Others are Ebonyi State governor, Dave 
Umahi; former Zamfara State governor, 
Ahmed Sani Yerima; Senator Ajayi 
Boroffice; the only female aspirant, Barr 
(Mrs) Uju Kennedy Ohnenye, and Pastor 
Nicholas Felix Nwagbo.

Tinubu who arrived at the screening venue 
at about 5:50pm had a difficult on his way to 

the screening room at Transcorp Hotel as a 
crowd fell over themselves to welcome him 
with cheers and songs of praises.

Tinubu told members of the presidential 
screening panel that he won’t agree to a 
consensus under any circumstance.

His stance was said to have put the former 
Lagos State Governor “at loggerheads with 
the whole panel.”

Other aspirants, apart from Tinubu and one 
of the presidential hopefuls, it was learnt, 
said they had no option than to bow to 
whims of the party in the spirit of party 
supremacy in the event where the party 
chooses to settle for a consensus 
presidential candidate.

“Only two others had reservations. But 
essentially everyone agreed that the 
interest of the party is sacrosanct. Tinubu 
outrightly disagreed. He said the only 
circumstance he would agree is if he 
emerges as the consensus candidate,” a 
source close to the screening panel told this 
paper last night.

There were also concerns yesterday in the 
camp of the APC national leader following 
the appointment of a former national 
chairman of the party, John Odigie-Oyegun, 
his estranged erstwhile political ally, as 
chairman of APC presidential screening 
panel.

Tinubu and Oyegun fell apart during the 
leadership crisis that consumed latter, 
leading to the emergence of former Edo 
State governor, Comrade Adams 
Oshiomole, as his successor.

While the APC was unobtrusive in planning 
and conducting the screening exercise at an 
undisclosed room at the Transport Hilton 
hotel Abuja, journalists had a hard day 
locating the venue when news broke in the 
early hours of yesterday without any official 
statement from the party to the effect that 
the exercise would hold.

At the hotel, journalists were barred from 
the venue of the screening unlike in the past 
when the conventional practice had been 
for the party to inform the media with details 
of the screening, including the venue and 
time of event.

There were no details about membership of 
the screening committee and when it was 
constituted till later in the day when it 
became clear that the APC quickly set up a 
seven-member committee chaired by 
Odigie-Oyegun to conduct the screening 
exercise for the presidential aspirants.

National chairman of the party, Sen 
Abdullahi Adamu, and National Secretary, 
Iyiola Omisore, were also said to be 
members the committee.

There had also been reports that the 
governing party was planning to prune the 
number of its presidential aspirants as part 
of plans for a consensus option which has 
popped up names like former President 
Goodluck Jonathan a possible preferred 
candidate.

The APC had postponed its presidential 
screening exercise for three consecutive 
times, leading to the postponement of its 
presidential convention earlier scheduled to 
be held on May 29-30.

Tinubu Disagrees On Consensus, Vows Not To Step 
Down For Anyone

Shehu Sani To Wike: Southern 
Governors Didn’t Betray You

Former lawmaker, Senator Shehu Sani, has told 
Governor Nyesom Wike of Rivers State that 
Southern Governors did not betray him following 
the emergence of Atiku Abubakar as the 
Presidential candidate of the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, for the 2023 general 
election.

Sani, who represented Kaduna Central during 
the 8th National Assembly, believes the 
Southern Governors only looked beyond the 
primaries and decided to choose a formidable 
aspirant who could overcome northern 
sentiment, mobilise voters and ultimately win 
the general elections.

Recall that Atiku emerged as the Presidential 
candidate of the PDP for the 2023 general 
election on Saturday.

Atiku polled a total of 371 votes to defeat his 

closest challenger, Wike, who garnered 237 
votes.

Former Senate President, Dr. Bukola Saraki, 
scored 70; Governor of Akwa Ibom State, Udom 
Emmanuel, scored 38; Bauchi State Governor, 
Bala Mohammed, polled 20 votes; Anyim Pius 
Anyim scored 14, Sam Ohabunwa polled 1 and 
Olivia Tariela also scored one vote.

However, in a tweet via his Twitter handle on 
Tuesday, Sani wrote: “I don’t think the Southern 
Governors betrayed Wike; they simply looked 
beyond the primaries and opted for a formidable 
aspirant who can overcome northern sentiment, 
mobilise voters and ultimately win the general 
elections.

“Wike remains an indispensable force for the 
battle ahead.”

BOLA TINUBU
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