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EFCC Arrests 10 Internet fraud Suspects In Abuja 

O 
peratives of the Abuja 

Zonal Command of the 

Economic and Finan-

cial Crimes Commis-

sion, EFCC, have arrested 10 sus-

pected internet fraudsters. 

 

A statement by the Spokesman for 

the EFCC, Wilson Uwujaren, said 

the suspects were arrested in a 

sting operation at various loca-

tions in Kubwa and Gwarimpa 

areas of Abuja for alleged involve-

ment in cyber-fraud 

 

Operatives of the Abuja Zonal 

Command of the Economic and 

Financial Crimes Commission, 

EFCC, have arrested 10 suspected 

internet fraudsters. 

 

A statement by the Spokesman for 

the EFCC, Wilson Uwujaren, said 

the suspects were arrested in a 

sting operation at various loca-

tions in Kubwa and Gwarimpa 

areas of Abuja for alleged involve-

ment in cyber-fraud 

 

Among items recovered from them 

at the point of arrest are mobile 

phones, laptop computers and 

three luxury cars- a Mercedes 

Benz CLA 250, Mercedes Benz 

GLK 350 and Toyota Venza. 

 

The suspects will be charged to 

court as soon as the investigations 

are concluded.  
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Politics 

G 
overnor of Delta State, 

and Vice-Presidential 

Candidate of the Peo-

ples Democratic Party 

(PDP), Sen. Ifeanyi Okowa, has 

urged all Nigerians to brace up for 

rebuilding of the country, saying 

the task required the collective role 

of every citizen. 

 

He said that Nigerians had a great 

role to play in living peacefully in 

unity as no meaningful develop-

ment could take place without 

peace. 

 

The made the call while addressing 

traditional rulers in the state at the 

Traditional Rulers Council Secre-

tariat, on Thursday, in Asaba. 

 

He commended the monarchs for 

ensuring that peace prevailed in 

their various kingdoms, and regret-

ted that he had not been unable to 

meet them as regularly as he 

wished. 

 

According to him, I have come 

before you to have a moment with 

you all because for some time I 

have found myself so busy, particu-

larly this year that is an election-

eering 

He said "I must use this opportuni-

ty to thank all our royal fathers for 

the great role they play in their 

various kingdoms because I know 

that once it is well with all their 

kingdoms, it will be well with the 

entirety of Delta state. 

 

"I always pride myself with the fact 

that Delta State is peaceful because 

our royal fathers are doing a great 

job in the state. Beyond the work 

that they do to keep their kingdoms 

as peaceful as possible, they have 

continued to pray for our state. 

 

"I cannot ignore the role our Royal 

fathers have continued to play in 

ensuring peace in our state,"  

 

He lauded Delta monarchs for the 

bond that exists amongst them 

which according to him had trans-

lated to the peace that pervades the 

entire state. 

 

"Your Majesties, you have contin-

ued to draw yourselves to each 

other and when you continue to 

bond amongst yourselves, you are 

actually bringing an everlasting 

bond amongst our people in Delta 

State. 

 

"And to that extent, we have con-

tinued to stay together as a united 

people despite the differences in 

our languages. So I want to thank 

each and everyone of you for this 

role you have continued to play. 

 

"Delta State is a mini-Nigeria but 

we are united and if our voices 

could be such that are closely knit 

together, I believe that Nigeria can 

actually be closely knit together. 

 

"So I truly want to thank you for all 

that you have been doing to ensure 

peace and unity of our people be-

cause without peace and unity, it 

will be difficult to develop our 

state. 

 

"I want to use this opportunity to 

appreciate all our Royal fathers for 

the support that you have given me 

for almost seven and half years 

now," he said. 

 

The PDP Presidential running mate 

urged Nigerians to live in peace in 

order to help in rebuilding trust in 

the nation. 

 

"We had a very difficult beginning 

in the state but things have contin-

ued to improve even when we 

would have had more if the econo-

my was good in our nation today. 

 

"I want to urge and pray that we 

need to continue this spirit of one-

ness and I am sure that we would 

still be able to deliver the dividends 

of democracy until the last day 

 

"I see the brotherhood and love 
between the traditional institutions 
in this state and it gladdens my 
heart and I hope that every state is 
able to emulate this and that if we 
can come together as a people and 
stay on the part of justice, we 
would be able to take ourselves out 
of where we are today. 
 
"Every Nigerian should realise that 
we have individual and collective 
roles to play in order to rebuild the 
foundations of our nation," Okowa 
said. 
 
Earlier, Chairman of the Delta 
State Traditional Rulers Council 
and Orodje of Okpe Kingdom, 
HRM Orhue I, said traditional 
rulers in the state were grateful to 
Governor Okowa for his unparal-
leled support for the traditional 
institution in the state. 
 
They pledged their continuous 
support towards the governor's 
stronger Delta vision. 
 

Building Our Dream Nigeria Requires Collective Action, Says Okowa 
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 News 

By Ambrose Ologide 
  

T 
he Honourable Commis-
sioner for Information, 
Delta State, Mr Charles 
Aniagwu has charged 

public enlightenment officers in 
field offices of Delta State Minis-
try of Information to be diligent 
to duties. 
  
This was contained in the speech 
of an Assistant Director of Infor-
mation (ADI) Churchill Oyowe 
who is a member of the Delta 

State Ministry of Information 
inspection team to the ministry’s 
office in Uvwie Local Government 
Council Secretariat, Effurun on 
Thursday, 25th August, 2022  
  
Oyowe emphasized that the 
charge was a message from the 
information commissioner as he 
warned that field officers that 
were found wanting will be sanc-
tioned and posted to headquar-
ters of the ministry in Asaba 
where they will be monitored. 
  

While warning that curses fol-
low earning of salary one did not 
work for, Oyowe had explained 
that the inspection was aimed at 
knowing how the officers fared 
and to also see to the needs of the 
offices in order to enhance 
productivity of field officers. 
  
The Head of Station (HOS) of the 
ministry in Uvwie Local Govern-
ment, Mr Ambrose Ologide, an 
assistant director of information 
(ADI) in his brief speech, listed 
lack of office accommodation, 

lack of working equipment 
among others as challenges con-
fronting field officers attached of 
the Uvwie Local Government 
Council. 
  
Other members of the infor-
mation ministry's team from 
Asaba included the Director of 
Planning, Research and Statistics, 
Mr Nduka Akozro; Mr John 
Ijiede, an assistant director of 
administration; and Mr Donald 
Monu, a senior information of-
ficer. 

Aniagwu Charges PEOS To Be Diligent To Duties 

NBA 2022 Annual Conference Excellent, Exemplary, Says Bozimo  

By Ifeanyi Omenogor 
  

O 
ver six hundred poor and 
vulnerable people at 
Aniocha South Local 
Government Area of 

Delta State are currently receiving 
financial assistance from State 
Cash Transfer Unit (SCTU). 
  

Speaking to newsmen during the 
payment program at Ogwashi-Uku, 
the Head of Unit, State Cash Trans-
fer Unit, Modupe Osharode said it 
is a Federal Government and World 
Bank assisted program. 
  
She said the program was purpose-
ly for the assistance of the poor and 
vulnerable people selected from the 

nine piloted Local Government of 
Delta State. 
  
Osharode said the stipends paid to 
the people were for consumption 
and little saving and improving 
livelihood. 
  
She said the money paid to each 
beneficiary every month was five 

thousand naira, for the beneficiary 
to have little food on their table. 
  
Some of the beneficiaries who 
spoke to newsmen during the pro-
gram, lauded the Federal Govern-
ment and World Bank for the ges-
ture, adding that they would put 
the money into good use. 

Six Hundred Vulnerable People Receive Financial Assistance In Delta 

By Onoriode Etatsemi  
  

T 
he Honourable Attorney-
General and Commission-
er for Justice, Delta State, 
Mr Isaiah Bozimo, has 

affirmed the ongoing NBA Annual 
Conference 2022 in Lagos, with 
the theme ‘Bold Transitions’ is one 
of the best conferences in recent 
times. 
  
Bozimo stated this while fielding 
questions from journalists at Eko 
Hotels, Victoria Island, venue of 
the conference. 
  
He stated that the theme of the 
2022 Conference, “Bold Transi-
tions” was apt, in the times of the 
life of our country, which he noted 
was undergoing a transition in the 
nation’s leadership. 
  
He referred to the keynote address 
at the opening ceremony as won-
derful, saying that the speaker, Ms 
Chinmamanda Adichie, a re-
nowned author, gave a powerful 
speech which resonated with a lot 
of Nigerians. 
  

He stated that the speaker deliv-
ered the truth which needed to be 
told at this time of the history of 
the country. 
  

He commended the President of 
the Nigerian Bar Association, Mr 
Olumide Akpata, for a wonderful 

conference and for building upon 
the successes of his predecessors.  
  
Bozimo stated further that he and 
other staff of the Ministry of Jus-

tice who attended the conference, 
had improved their capacity with 
the knowledge they garnered dur-

ing the NBA 62nd Conference. 
  
He stated that the essence of the 
conference was to improve their 
capacity to enable them render 
effective services to the people and 
Government of Delta State.  
  
Also speaking to newsmen, the 
Functioning Solicitor-General and 
Permanent Secretary in the Minis-
try of Justice, Mr. Omamuzo Ere-
be, commended the Attorney-
General for making it possible for 
legal and non-legal staff of the 
ministry to attend the conference. 
  
Erebe stated that this year's con-
ference had been successful and 
eventful, pointing out that it was a 
forum where lawyers across the 
country discussed topical issues as 
well as update and improve their 
knowledge in the legal profession. 
  
He assured that those who could 
not make it this year would have 
their turn in subsequent years.  
 
The 62nd NBA Conference will end 
later this week. 
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Crime 

The Katsina Police Command on 
Thursday said the 25-year-old 
man, Najib Shehu, who used a 
pestle to kill his stepmother last 
Thursday in katsina would be 
arraigned in court anytime from 
now. 
 
The command’s spokesman, SP 
Gambo Isah, made the disclosure 
shortly after Shehu was paraded 
at the command’s headquarters, 
katsina. 
 
Also displayed during the parade 
was the pestle that the suspect 
used in killing the 60- year old 
woman. 
 
Shehu who spoke in Hausa and in 
altering English explained, “My 
name is Najib Shehu. I am 25-
year-old and a 200-level Educa-
tion Management student at the 
Federal University, Dutsin-ma. 
 
“I have been having issues with 
my stepmother. But on that day, 

Thursday, I had just observed 
prayers and returned to our 
house. 
 
My father was sitting in the sit-
ting room. Then, my stepmother 
entered holding a pestle and 
threatening me with it. 
 
“She raised the pestle up to hit 
my head but I defended it. Then 
she wanted to hit on my legs but 
being a footballer, I jumped up 
and dodged it. That one hit my 
father’s leg who was coming to 
intervene. 
 
Again, my stepmother raised the 
pestle up and wanted to hit me on 
the head again and I pushed her, 
the development which made the 
pestle hit her on the head and 
caused her to fall down and died. 
 
“My mother is the first wife of my 
father and they are separated. I 
am however staying together with 
my father along with my step-

mother at Ambassador Quarters, 
Katsina here. I regret my action 
as I did not want to commit the 
sin.” 
 
The Command’s spokesman told 
journalists after the parade that 
Shehu would be arraigned in 
court immediately after the com-
pletion of the police investigation. 
 
“You know it is a murder case and 
we must investigate thoroughly. 
We shall arraign him in court 
anytime from now immediately 
after the completion of our inves-
tigation,” Isah said. 
 
A statement issued by the com-
mand on the incident added, “On 
18, August 2022 at about 4 p.m, 
one Najib Shehu, 25, of Ambassa-
dor Quarters, Katsina, had a mis-
understanding with his stepmoth-
er, Asiya Mohammed, 60 years of 
the same address. 
 
He went to the kitchen, grabbed a 

pestle, hit her severally with it on 
her head and as a result of which 
she sustained head injuries and 
was confirmed dead by a medical 
doctor. 
 
“In the spur of the moment, the 
suspect also hit his father several-
ly with the said pestle on his leg 
and sustained a fracture in differ-
ent places on his leg. 
 
The suspect has been arrested 
and confessed to the commission 
of the offence. The said pestle has 
been recovered as an exhibit. An 
investigation is ongoing.” 
 
Family sources said the father is 
currently on admission at a hos-
pital in katsina, receiving treat-
ment. 
 
There was no official reaction yet 
from the Federal University, 
Dutsin-ma on Shehu’s claim that 
he was a student of the institu-
tion.  

Why I Killed My Step Mum – 25-year-old Suspect  

By Gertrude Onyeka-
chukwu-Uteh/Ese Laura 
Oghene 
  
Paul Eruvwedede hails from 
Patani LGA and has a B.Sc. in 
Physics. He is the CEO of Talux 
Paints, producer of all kinds of 
high-quality paints. Paul en-
rolled under Brown STEP and 
trained in Paint Manufacturing 
in the 2018/2019 cycle. He 
shares his success story after 
four years. 
 
“I am a Brown STEPreneur. 
Because I needed a good foun-
dation to start-up, I enrolled in 
STEP. My start-up package 

gave me 
the plat-
form to 
begin 
produc-
tion. Be-
fore, I 
produced 
paints 
based on 
demand 
by shops 
and sites, 

but now I produce paints for 
people to buy. It saved me the 
stress of rushing to get jobs 
done. The demand for paints is 
on a daily basis. 
  
“I engage in general painting 
services, wall screeding, PoP 
casting and installation, wall 
designs and general interior 
decoration. I am a facilitator of 
paints manufacturing for the 
State Government-RYSA and 
for NYSC.  I have trained two 
persons and currently have 
three RYSA trainees. 
  
“I am working hard to acquire 
a giant paint mixing machine 

ANAM KING'S MEN CLUB, ANAM, ANAMBRA STATE 
 

The general public is hereby notified that the above named has applied to the Corporate 

Affairs Commission (CAC) for registration under part ‘C’ of the companies and Applied Mat-

ters 

Act 1990. 

THE TRUSTEES ARE: 

OKOYE SUNDAY CHINEDU - CHAIRMAN 
OBINNA CHIGBATA AUGUSTINE - VICE CHAIRMAN 
NZEAGWU NNAMDI ANTHONY - SECRETARY  

 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES. 

1. To promote the welfare of members.  
2. To foster and encourage the spirit of oneness and companionship among members and 
between the club and other friendly associations. 
3. To act as a forum for discussing matters affecting the progress and well-being of members 
and their immediate families.  
4 To organize such activities as may be deemed necessary for the attainment of any of the 
objectives contained herein. 
5 To provide for and engage in acts of philanthropy in favour of the needy members of the 
society at large 
 6 To provide financial assistance to members on occasions accepted by members as provided 
in the constitution. 

Signed: 

Secretary 

PUBLIC NOTICE Step Gave Me Good Foundation To 
Start-Up, Says Eruvwedede 

capable of mixing 100 buckets in a single production and to get a bigger 
space. I have acquired a few plots of land, majorly for permanent business 
premises.  
  
“I am developing one as my permanent residential building. I got married 
after STEP training and I am blessed with children. 
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NEWS 

By Tina Oki 
  

D 
elta State Works Com-
missioner Works, 
(Urban and Highways), 
Mr Noel Omodon has 

ordered the contractor handling 
the construction of Okwuijen 
Street in Agbor to stop work 
forthwith and remove all the 
unsuitable material from the 
project before continuing. 
  
Mr Omodon, an engineer, gave 
the order during an on-the-spot 
inspection of the project yester-

day to ascertain the level of work 
done and the suitability of mate-
rials being used for the project. 
  
The works commissioner who 
expressed dismay stated that the 
contractor was filling the road 
with laterite without adequately 
removing the unsuita-
ble materials, even as he said that 
the state government would not 
condone a situation where roads 
fail few month after completion. 
  
He ordered the contractor to 
immediately move equipment to 

the site and remove all the un-
suitable materials before filling 
with laterite.  
  
Omodon, while noting that the 
residents who reside along the 
road did not have access to their 
homes, charged the contractor to 
clean up the road so as to give the 
residents access to their homes. 
  
Reacting, a resident of the com-
munity, Hon Chinye Mojei said 
that when he observed that the 
contractor was filling the road 
with laterite, he drew the atten-

tion of the site engineer, on the 
need to remove unsuitable mate-
rials before filling but was re-
buffed. 
  
Mojei stated that the residents 
and the community were happy 
that Governor Ifeanyi Okowa was 
constructing the road for them, 
and assured that the youths of the 
area would monitor the project 
  
Responding to the directive of the 
works commissioner, the site 
engineer of the project, Mr God-
stime promised to comply with it. 

Delta Works Commissioner Orders Contractor To Stop Work 

By Okwudili Akaeze 
  
Public Enlightenment Officers in 
the 25 local government areas of 
Delta State have been called upon 
to continue to put in their best in 
the discharge of their duties in 
spite of challenges in their duty 
posts. 
 
The commissioner, who was rep-
resented by the Director of Infor-
mation, Mrs Theresa Adiabua 
Oliko, noted that the ministry 
had seen some of the challenges 
confronting the office in Ika 
South and would do it best to 
address them 

  
He added that in spite of the 
challenges, the information offic-
ers in Ika South should continue 
to put in their best in the dis-
charge of their duties in other to 
justify the good work that Delta 
State Government is doing in 
terms of welfare of the Staff of 
the Ministry in particular and the 
State in general. 
  
He advised the Information staff 
to always be punctual to work, 
diligent and always remember 
that their area of coverage was 
not limited to council secretariat 

but the entire local government 
area. 
 
  
This was disclosed by the Hon. 
Commissioner for Information, 
Mr Charles Aniagwu at the Min-
istry's Field Office domicile in Ika 
South Local Government Secre-
tariat during an inspection visit 
to the office. 
 
He appreciated the Chairman of 
the Ika South Local Government 
Council, Hon. Sunny Tatabuzog-
wu, for good work in the local 
government secretariat and the 
entire local government while 

specially thanking him for giving 
the Ministry of Information 
building located in the council 
premises a facelift by painting it. 
  
The commissioner’s delegation 
included the Director of Planning 
and Research Statistics, Mr 
Nduka Akozor; Deputy Director 
of Information, Mr Ceiestine 
Ofuani; the ministry’s editor and 
Assistant Director of Infor-
mation, Mr Churchill Oyowe; 
Assistant Director of Administra-
tion, Mr John Ijiede; and Web-
master in the ministry, Mr Don-
ald Monu. 

DTSG Charges Public Enlightenment Officers On Diligence To Duty 

By Nelly Okpakpor 
  
The need for property devel-
opers to obtain proper approv-
al from the Ministry of Urban 
Renewal before carrying out 
any construction of buildings 
in any part of the state have 
been stressed. 
  
Permanent Secretary, Ministry 
of Urban Renewal, Mrs. Chari-
ty Ehimen stated this while 
meeting with Town Planners 

in the field offices of the Min-
istry at her office at the Prof. 
Chike Edozien Secretariat, on 
Wednesday. 
  
She charged the town planners 
to be guided by the provision 
of extant rules and regulations 
of the Civil service even as she 
emphasized the need for them 
to ensure that property devel-
opers abide by building regu-
lations in the state. 
           

Mrs. Ehimen expressed dis-
may over poor attitude to 
work displayed by some of the 
Town Planners just as she said 
that the Ministry would not 
tolerate  any form of sharp 
practices including graft, Lazi-
ness to work and  insubordi-
nation. 
  
The PS also listed disregard to 
constituted authorities and 
refuser to accept posting 
which she said will not be tol-

erated, as any officer who was 
found guilty of such offenses 
would be made to face the full 
wrath of law. 
  
Responding, an Assistant 
Town Planner, Mr. Okolo Al-
bert, apologized on behalf of 
the field officers and promised 
to turn a new leaf even as he 
thanked the permanent secre-
tary for her motherly 
love.   Okpakpor Nelly, Urban 
Renewal.  

Property Onwers Advised On Proper Approval Before Erecting Building 
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Agriculture 

Food Sufficiency: Okowa Calls For More Investment In Agriculture 

G 
overnor Ifeanyi Okowa 

of Delta has called for 

more investments in 

agricultural develop-

ment to curb rising food insuffi-

ciency in Nigeria. 

 

He said that oil palm production 

was one area that wealthy Deltans 

and Nigerians could invest in to 

create job opportunities and eco-

nomic development of the people. 

 

Okowa, who is Vice-Presidential 

Candidate of the Peoples Demo-

cratic Party (PDP), made the call on 

Friday, after inspecting Oil Palm 

Plantation and Refinery under 

construction at Akwukwu-Igbo, 

Oshimili North Local Government 

Area of the State. 

 

The project which is a joint venture 

between Northsworthy Farms and 

Allied Industries Limited and the 

Delta State Government has suc-

cessfully planted over 250,000 oil 

palm trees in over 1,400 hectares of 

land. 

 

Okowa stated that he believed in 

the partnership because it would 

help the immediate community and 

the environment, adding that cur-

rently, no fewer than 300 workers 

were engaged on daily basis on the 

project. 

He commended the Management 

and staff of Norsworthy Farms, the 

Obi of Akuku-Igbo and the people 

of Illah for their support and coop-

eration towards the successful take-

off of the project. 

 

"Four years ago the management of 

Norsworthy Farms spoke to me 

when they were to commence and I 

thought it a worthy venture to have 

the state government stay support-

ive and in partnership with them to 

develop this oil palm plantation, 

now with a mill already being in-

stalled. 

 

"We had some problems no doubt, 

but we thank God that our manage-

ment team in the state government 

was able to walk around the cor-

ners with the various communities 

involved. 

 

"Where we are now, is quite inter-

esting because we have had the 

opportunity to go round the one 

thousand four hundred hectares of 

land, all planted with oil palm seed-

lings that have grown so much; 

some are already producing. 

 

"As a state government we believe 

in this worthy partnership because 

beyond the fact that it will help to 

grow the economy of this environ-

ment and also help the immediate 

communities that are around here, 

we are very mindful of the fact that 

it is going to generate a lot of em-

ployment for our people. 

 

"I have been told that on the aver-

age, 300 persons are working on a 

daily basis in this place and I be-

lieve that when the mill comes on 

stream, we are going to have more 

persons engaged. 

"There is going to be a lot of multi-

plier effects and that's what we are 

set out to achieve," he said. 

 

He added that the partnership 

would create more opportunities 

for out growers, especially in the oil 

palm development value-chain and 

urged Deltans to key into the op-

portunity provided by the partner-

ship. 

 

"In the partnership with Norswor-

thy, we are very mindful of the job 

creation effect and the fact too that 

they would be paying taxes at some 

point in time and that would help 

to also grow our internally generat-

ed revenue. 

 

"The important thing is that, I dis-

cussed with the management of 

Norsworthy and they assured me 

that with time they are going to 

encourage out growers schemes in 

this place and get people outside 

the community to partner with 

them. 

 

"This will help to increase the fund-

ing available to families who are 

ready to partner with the farm. And 

that is the key point in oil palm 

development. 

 

"I believe that if we are able to 

ensure that partnership, a lot of our 

families will be much richer than 

they are now in the next few years," 

the governor said. 

 

He also said that the construction 

of the 13.5km Ugbolu-Akwukwu-

Igbo Road by his administration 

would enhance quick access to the 

farm for the economic development 

of the area. 

 

"We have also ensured that this 

place is not restricted by poor road 

access, we did our commitment by 

constructing this road which is 

about 13.5kms road and I have 

been told by the contractor that by 

December, he would have finished 

the road. 

 

"I am glad to hear that Norsworthy 

wants to expand more and more 

and in partnership with the state 

government, they have gotten a 

land at Ubulu-uku. I am looking 

forward and hoping that they 

would even expand beyond that. 

 

"I want to urge our people who are 

outside Delta state, who are Del-

tans, that there is still a lot of land 

to come in and invest and help 

create job for our brothers and 

sisters. 

 

"I believe it is a form of giving 

back, for people to come back to 

their state and invest. So I want 

to truly appreciate you for decid-

ing to return home to invest and 

add to the development of our 

state," the governor stated. 

 

Earlier, Managing Director of 

Northsworthy Farms and Allied 

Industries Limited, Dr Gabriel 

Ogbechie, had thanked the gov-

ernor for his support and vision 

for the project. 

 

He said that the project was con-

ceived about four years ago adding 

that it was indeed a contribution to 

the agricultural development and 

food sufficiency need of the coun-

try. 

 

He said the company aims to ex-

pand further with the acquisition of 

additional 600 hectares of land at 

Ubulu-Uku in Aniocha South Local 

Government Area. 
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News 

By Matthew Okoata 
  

T 
he State Government 
through the Directorate 
of Humanitarian and 
Community Support 

Services, has given the go-ahead 
for the distribution of Automated 
Teller Machine (ATM) to the 
beneficiaries of Government En-
terprises Empowerment Pro-
gramme (GEEP) in the state. 
  
The Commissioner for Humani-
tarian and Community Support 
Services, Dr. Darlington Ijeh gave 
the approval to Access Bank PLC 
during their courtesy visit to his 
office by representatives of the 

Bank, to commence the issuance 
of the ATM to the targeted benefi-
ciaries of the programme in the 
State. 
  
Dr. Ijeh mandated the Bank to 
carry out the distribution exer-
cise in the field as against inviting 
the beneficiaries to visit the Bank 
for the issuance. 
  
 
The State Focal Person National 
Social Investment Programmes 
(NSIP), Mr. Henry Agwazim, 
disclosed that the Government 
Enterprises Empowerment Pro-
gramme (GEEP) started in 2016 
with three components.  

  
The components include Trader 
Moni which captures youths who 
are into small scale enterprises; 
Market Moni which is targeted 
towards the market women. 
  
The beneficiaries of these two 
categories, opened bank account 
with Access Bank PLC as a chan-
nel to receive this financial assis-
tance from the Federal govern-
ment through a cashless process 
where each beneficiary of the loan 
will be credited with the sum 
N50,000 only.  
  
Mr. Agwazim added that the third 
component, Farmer Money is 

done through inputs such as ferti-
lizers, farm implements among 
others. 
  
He posited that the first batch 
tagged GEEP-2.0 captured 3,016 
beneficiaries while the second 
batch captured 2,989 respond-
ents/ beneficiaries in the State. 
  
The Team Lead, Access Bank, Ms 
Joy Kalu said that the Team came 
to congratulate the Commissioner 
on his appointment into the State 
Executive Council and to seek for 
other ways to partner with the 
Directorate. 

National Social Investment Programmes: State Beneficiaries To  Get ATM 

T 
he Executive Chairman, 
Delta State Universal 
Basic Education Board 
(SUBEB), Hon. Sunny 

Ogwu has expressed his commit-
ment to synergize with the Direc-
torate of Project Monitoring and 
Audit in promoting the govern-
ment through standard and quality 
execution of projects.  
  
Ogwu, gave the assurance when the 
Commissioner for Project Monitor-
ing and Audit, Mr. Anthony Ofoni 
visited the board on a familiariza-
tion visit on Thursday. 
  
The Chairman, while welcoming 

the Project Monitoring Commis-
sioner, stated  that the involvement 
of more  Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies of Government in 
monitoring and scrutinizing  of any 
project  being executed in the state, 
the better it would be as according 
to the SUBEB boss, it would help to 
put contractors in check. 
  
Hon Ogwu who expressed delight 
on the visit by the Project Monitor-
ing Commissioner to the Board, 
stated that the board was willing to 
have a close and cordial relation-
ship with the Directorate. 
  
Disclosing the purpose of the visit, 

the Commissioner for Project Mon-
itoring /Audit, Mr. Anthony Ofoni, 
emphasized that part of the Direc-
torate's agenda was to ensure that 
the Senator (Dr.) Arthur Ifeanyi 
Okowa's administration finished 
strong in the area of  projects exe-
cution. 
  
The Commissioner who advocated 
for pre-mobilization meeting be-
tween the Directorate and contrac-
tors, stated that such synergy 
would help in fast tracking execu-
tion and monitoring of projects in 
the state. 
  
Earlier, Secretary to the Board 

(SUBEB) Sir, Byron Unini, intimat-
ed the Project Monitoring Commis-
sioner that all projects executed by 
the Board was through the counter-
part funds from the Universal Basic 
Education Commission (UBEC) 
and as such, several  investigative 
organizations evaluates the Board's 
process of awarding  and execu-
tion  of jobs. 
  
Member representing Delta South 
Senatorial District in the board, Mr 
Paul Kurugbe and other officials of 
the board joined the Chairman to 
receive the visiting commissioner 
and his team. 

SUBEB Assures Project Monitoring Commissioner Of Cordial Relationship 

T 
he Nigerian Institute of 
Public Relations 
(NIPR), has held its 
2022 AGM/Conference 

with the theme, "Citizens Sum-
mit for National Integration, 
Peace and Security" with a call 
that we have missed the Old 
Nigeria and therefore clamoured 
to go back to the Old and New 
Nigeria that we want. 
 
The call was made in a two day 
rigorous, soul-searching and 

pathfinding Citizens Sum-
mit convened by the Nigerian 
Institute of Public Relations 
NIPR. 
 
National Integration, Peace, 
Security and Unity were the core 
values all stakeholders aimed to 
achieve at the summit. 
 
During the sessions, a major 
point that was established was 
that we missed the Old Nigeria 
and we would love to go back 

there. The youths, the old and all 
well-meaning Nigerians are 
clamouring for the Old Nigeria. 
 
The people living with disabili-
ties, the traditional Institutions, 
the professionals and everyone 
in all spheres of human endeav-
our want to go back to that Old 
Nigeria that we once have. 
 
At the end of the programme, 
one of the points raised was that 
in 1960, the Nigerian youths 

gave us independence and the 
Nigerian youths can take us back 
to those good old days. 
 
Another point raised was that all 
smart nations build their devel-
opment on technology and Nige-
ria cannot do otherwise. 
 
Also that the Nigerian educa-
tional system needs to be re-
structured because you cannot 
build a nation that is bankrupt in 
knowledge, therefore we must 

We Missed The Old Nigeria, Let’s Go Back To It- NIPR - Cont. on Page 7 
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reconsider the educational system 
where the Nigerian child is devel-
oped in Nigeria and not limited to 
a particular segment of Nigeria. 
For instance, born in Lagos, school 
in Lagos, graduated in Lagos, did 
his National Youth Service in La-
gos. He cannot know Nigeria. 
 
Another point raised among others 
was that Nigeria is ours to own and 
make a bigger and better nation. 
 
The Summit which was chaired by 
a renowned economist and chair-
man of Access Bank, Dr Mrs Dere 
Awosika, was the grand finale of 
zonal dialogues in all the six geo-
political zones of the federation to 
find solution to the disintegration 

and the menace of insecurity which 
is fast closing in on Nigeria and 
threatening the cohesion of the 
nation. 
 
The Summit was targeted at mend-
ing relationships, reopen conversa-
tions and rebuild trust among the 
people of Nigeria; lay a new foun-
dation for citizen and leadership 
mind-shift; create New Nigerians 
to build the New Nigeria we desire 
and activate a non-partisan pro-
cess for national reconciliation, 
integration and development. 
 
Others were to promote a new 
national communication trust 
based on mutual respect, love and 
non-violence; create an effective 

fire-wall for entrenchment of peace 
and security and develop and in-
troduce a culture of excellence 
among citizens and leaders of the 
nation. 
 
Present at the Conference were the 
President of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, Alhaji Muhammadu 
Buhari represented by the Minister 
of Information, Culture and Tour-
ism, Alhaji Lai Mohammed; the 
Minister, Federal Capital Territory, 
Mallam Mohammed Musa Bello, 
elder statesman and former Minis-
ter of Agriculture, Chief Audu Og-
be who was a keynote Speaker on 
Nigeria: Where we Missed It, The 
Need to Rethink and Return",  the 
Executive Director, Development 

Spec, Prof. Okey Ikechukwu and 
the Executive Director, Institute of 
Strategic Communication, Nasara-
wa State University, Prof. Emman-
uel Dandaura. 
 
Others were Otunba Runsewe, 
Director General, National Council 
for Arts and Culture, Dr Garba 
Abari Director General, National 
Orientation Agency; Brig General 
SK Usman (rtd), former Director, 
Nigerian Army Public Relations 
and a host of others from politics, 
the academia, captains of indus-
tries, civil society organisation, 
international partners and so on. 

G 
overnor Nyesom Wike 

of Rivers State has 

explained why he met 

with Peoples Democrat-

ic Party presidential (PDP) candi-

date, Atiku Abubakar, All Pro-

gressives Congress (APC) presi-

dential candidate, Bola Tinubu, 

Mr Peter Obi, Labour Party presi-

dential (LP) candidate and for-

mer president of Nigeria, 

Olusegun Obasanjo, in London. 

 

Wike said he and his team met 

with the Nigerian leaders in Lon-

don on Thursday to discuss how 

to make Nigeria better than what 

it is currently, adding that they 

are consulting widely with those 

who mean well for the country. 

 

He spoke when he interacted with 

journalists at the Port Harcourt 

International Airport, Omagwa in 

Ikwerre Local Government Area, 

shortly after arrival from London 

on Friday. 

 

Wike was in the company of the 

governor of Benue State, Samuel 

Ortom and his Abia State counter-

part, Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu. 

 

“I can confirm that this is the first 

time as a team that we are meeting 

with presidential candidates,” 

Wike said. 

 

“We met with the presidential 

candidate of the All Progressives 

Congress, APC and we met with 

our leader, former president of 

Nigeria, Olusegun Obasanjo. 

 

“We met the presidential candidate 

of the Labour Party. We also met 

with our presidential candidate, 

Atiku Abubakar. For whatever it is 

worth, consultation is ongoing. 

 

“Whatever we’re talking about, is 

for the interest of Nigeria and Ni-

gerians. It’s not parochial and tied 

to one person or group of persons. 

 

“We believe that with what is going 

on, it will be for the interest of 

Nigerians at the end of the day.” 

 

He added, “Consultation is still 

ongoing. Never mind some people 

who do not believe 

in the existence of 

this country. 

 

“Leadership isn’t 

about you and your 

family. Leadership 

is about everybody. 

It is unfortunate 

that we are in a 

country now where 

a man finishes 

eight years as a 

governor and 

brings his own son 

as a governor too 

and as a member of 

the National As-

sembly. 

 

“It is only in this part of the world 

that you can see that when we are 

talking about poverty everywhere. 

These are people who don’t mean 

well for Nigeria.”  

Why I Met With Obasanjo, Atiku, Tinubu, Obi In London – Wike 


