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Ebebe Ayah: Why I Rejected Ayade’s Largesse – Catholic Bishop 
By Ike Uchechukwu, Calabar 

 

The Catholic Bishop of Uyo Dio-

cese, John Ebebe Ayah, has ex-

plained why he ‘rejected’ Governor 

Ben Ayade’s largesse during a 

Thanksgiving mass held on Sun-

day in Calabar. 

During the mass which was held at 

the St. Patrick’s Catholic, Ikot 

Ansa, Calabar, Bishop Ayah subtly 

shunned the irresistible 

‘whispered package’ of the gover-

nor to the bewilderement of the 

congregation and everyone else in 

church. 

This took place at the thanksgiving 

mass for Justice Emmanuel Agim 

Akomaye, who was recently pro-

moted to the rank of Judge of the 

Supreme Court of Nigeria. 

 

News Desk Paper learned that 

Gov. Ayade who was special guest 

of honour, was invited to make a 

donation in support of the 

church’s 2022 harvest unveiling. 

 

The governor made a donation of 

N25 million on behalf of the state 

government, his family and the 

judiciary. 

“You are our pride, the pride of 

Cross River North, the son of the 

soil, Bishop John Ayah, I will 

whisper my package to you later. 

In his response the Bishop told the 

governor that he wants to express 

himself while acknowledging that 

he was his brother from Northern 

Cross River.     Cont  pg 8 

Senator Ademola Adeleke -  Governor 

Elect, Osun State 

INEC DENIES RECOGNIS-

ING LAWAN, AKPABIO AS 

SENATORIAL CANDIDATES 

PG 5 

Terrorists Release 

4 Children Kid-

napped On Abuja-

Kaduna Train -  
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How EndSARS Protest May 
Shape Outcome Of 2023 Presi-
dential Election  - pg7 
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D 
elta State Governor 

and Vice-Presidential 

Candidate of the Peo-

ples Democratic Party 

(PDP), Sen. Ifeanyi Okowa, has 

congratulated Nigerian athletes for 

their medals haul at the just-

concluded 2022 Commonwealth 

Games in Birmingham, England. 

 

He particularly extolled World 

record breaker, Tobi Amusan, for 

her gold medal in the women’s 

100m hurdles, where she set a new 

Commonwealth record, and also 

led Favour Ofili, Rosemary 

Chukwuma and Grace Nwokocha 

to a historic gold medal in women’s 

4x100m relay. 

 

Home-girl, Ese Brume, with a gold 

medal and new Commonwealth 

record in Long Jump was also a 

toast of the governor, who ex-

pressed great delight at the marvel-

ous performances of other gold 

medalists - Adijat Olarinoye, Rafia-

tu Lawal (Weightlifting), Chioma 

Onyekwere (Discus Throw), Alice 

Oluwafemiayo (Powerlifting). 

 

Others are Adekuoroye Odunayo, 

Oborodudu Blessing and Genesis 

Mercy (Wrestling), and Para-

Athletes - Goodness Nwachukwu 

(Women’s Discus) and Eucharia 

Iyiazi (Women’s Shot Put). The 

athletes took Team Nigeria’s gold 

medal haul to12 - the best in the 

history of Nigeria’s participation at 

the Games. 

 

According to Okowa in a statement 

on Tuesday by his Chief Press Sec-

retary, Mr Olisa Ifeajika, I am quite 

elated with the sterling perfor-

mances of the Nigerian athletes at 

the Commonwealth Games. 

 

He said that the athletes victorious-

ly transited, with the winning spir-

it, from the World Athletics Cham-

pionships in Eugene, Oregon, to 

the Commonwealth Games in Bir-

mingham. 

 

The presidential running mate 

commended the athletes for their 

patriotism, determination and hard 

work which propelled them to the 

superb outing at the Games, etch-

ing Nigeria high in the world’s 

psyche in spite of challenges back 

home. 

 

"On behalf of the government and 

people of Delta, I congratulate 

these great compatriots for making 

our country proud, and I again, 

urge every Nigerian to imbibe this 

winning spirit and attitude in every 

facet of our livelihood to make 

Nigeria attain the greatness God 

has programmed it for, given its 

endowment in human and natural 

resources. 

 

"It is only such conquering mental-

ity and patriotic heroism that can 

engender the much-needed change 

for a better nation that Nigerians 

earnestly yearn for. 

 

"Once more, congratulations to 

Team Nigeria and all participating 

athletes and coaches for this great 

honour," he stated. 

COMMONWEALTH GAMES: OKOWA HAILS TEAM NIGERIA’S ALL-TIME BEST PERFORMANCE  

By Ambrose Ologide  
  

H 
istory was made as an Anioma indigene in the person of Chief 
Chiedu Idama was inaugurated as President of Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, Delta Central and South Senatorial Districts last 
weekend in Effurun, Uvwie Local Government Area of Delta 

State. 
  
Members of the newly inaugurated executive committee that will run the 
affairs of Ohanaeze Ndigbo Delta Central and South Senatorial District 
for the next four years were Philip O Ifeanyi (Deputy President), Deacon 
Ogbonneye Igwe (Secretary General), Chief Benedict Udoye (Treasurer) 
Chief Bright Nwakemma (Financial Secretary) Comrade Fetus Ukeje 
(Assistant Financial Secretary),  
  
Others were Ambassador  Stephen Amalili( PRO 1) Comrade Chuka Ofili 
(PRO 2), Ambassador Ikechukwu Mununye (Provost) , Chief Paul Oputa 
( Welfare Officer 1) Innocent Nwuzor (Welfare Officer 2) Louis Oluabuchi 
(Welfare Officer 3) Comrade  Ben Mordi (Chief Security Officer) and 
Omame (Ex- Official) 
The new President of Ohanaeze, Ndigbo Delta Central and South Senato-
rial Districts, Chief Idama thanked the people of Anioma in Delta State 
for nominating him for the slot of Anioma in the group. 
  
He also appreciated Governor Ifeanyi Okowa for his support for 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo in Delta State and the role he played for the prevailing 
peace and unity among members of the apex Igbo socio/ cultural group 
in the two senatorial districts in Delta State. 
  
Two chieftains of Ohanaeze Ndigbo Delta Central and South Senatorial 

Districts, Nze Francis Onuora and Chief Charles Iwuchukwu who spoke 
to newsmen shortly after the event also appreciated Governor Ifeanyi 
Okowa for his support for the group in Delta State. 
  
The epoch-making event attracted people of Igbo extraction and their 
friends in the two senatorial districts and beyond. 

ANIOMA INDIGENES INAUGURATE OHANAEZE NDIGBO DELTA CENTRAL, 
SOUTH LEADERSHIP 
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 News 

 By Christian Ogoh 
  

T 
he Resident Pastor of 
Living Faith Church (aka 
Winners' Chapel), 
Agbor, Pastor Paul Olu-

bo, has called on Christians to 
pray for security operatives in the 
country. 
  
Pastor Olubo made this during 
one of the church’s services re-
cently in Boji-Boji Owa, in Ika 
North East Local Government 
Area of Delta State. He explained 

that it was the responsibility of all 
to pray for security agencies day 
and night.  
 
“We must stop all the castigation 
and rubbish. They are our broth-
ers and sisters and there are 
faithful people among them who 
are working for the good of the 
nation. 
  
"It could have been worse without 
their efforts. Do know what it 
means to fight unknown and 
faceless enemies. Instead, let us 

pray that God will give them wis-
dom in the discharge of their 
perilous duties," he stated. 
  
While saying that the battle 
against insurgency and insecurity 
was not insurmountable, he 
urged Christians not to relent on 
the altar of fervent and persistent 
intercession for the rescue of the 
soul of Nigeria. 
  
"Our roads are no longer safe, 
what about the railroad. Travel-
ling in the air is very expressive, 

almost every sector is seriously 
challenged. So this is not the time 
to condemn or rubbish any per-
son but a period of sober reflec-
tion. 
  
"It is time to take positive steps 
and change our approach so that 
we can escape the reproaches 
engulfing this nation," he added. 
  
The clergyman, however, urged 
the government to come up with 
better ways of managing security 
in the country. 

           CLERIC URGES CHRISTIANS ON REGULAR PRAYER FOR SECURITY OPERATIVES 

AMGBADUBA ADVOCATES JOINT FORCES TO CHECK ILLEGAL BUN-
KERING 

By Valerie Oyibo-Itie 
  

T 
he Nigeria Medical Associ-
ation (NMA), Delta State 
Chapter headed by Dr. 
Nose Ossai had her week 

long annual general meeting in 
Sapele with lots of senior doctors 
and dignitaries in attendance. 
  
The gathering was an avenue to 
discuss how to move the medical 
profession forward and how to 
foster relationships in the health 
sector. 
  
Over 400 doctors from 30 zones 
participated in the meeting. 
  
The gathering featured free medical 
outreach to three communities of 

Idjerhe Kingdom (Jesse), and no 
fewer than 500 persons were at-
tended to in the outreaches. 
  
A courtesy visit was made to the 
Idjerhe monarch as well as the 
Orodje of Okpe Kingdom. 
  
The Delta State Governor, Sen. Dr. 
Ifeanyi Okowa was (CMD) repre-
sented by Dr. Onome Ogwe, the 
Chief Medical Director of Delta 
State University Teaching Hospital 
Oghara (DESUTH). 
  
Dr.  Ogwe, speaking with the press 
said that Sen. Ifeanyi Okowa had 
been excellent in the area of 
healthcare. 
  
Ogwe said that as a senator at the 

federal level, Governor 
Okowa brought in the health care 
bill that became an act.  
  
He pointed out that it was the act 
that brought in the health care 
insurance scheme that was now a 
model for the federal government 
and most states in Nigeria, espe-
cially Delta State, which he said 
was among the first states in the 
country to embrace the contributo-
ry health insurance scheme for 
workers. 
  
The CMD said the scheme had gone 
a long way in reducing the cost of 
healthcare for Deltans. 
  
Dr. Nose Ossai, President, Nigeria 
Medical Association, Delta State 

Chapter, equally told newsmen that 
the occasion this year had wit-
nessed tremendous turnout of doc-
tors from all over Delta State. 
  
Dr Nose added that they anticipat-
ed a turnout of about 250 doctors 
but expressed surprise that over 
400 doctors attended. 
  
Other doctors interviewed at the 
weeklong event said that the turn-
out was encouraging and a good 
forum for doctors to learn more 
about their welfare, their profes-
sion, intercourse ideas that would 
in the near future boost the dis-
charge of their duties and bring 
good health care to Deltans and the 
nation at large. 

Sapele Hosts NMA Delta Chapter Weeklong AGM 

By Maureen Eseh   
          

D 
elta State Commissioner 
for Oil and Gas, Prince 
Emmanuel Amgbaduba 
has called joint forces by 

well-meaning Nigerians to stamp 
out illegal bunkering of petroleum 
products in the country. 
  
The commissioner made the call 
yesterday when the executive 
members of the United Indigenous 
Petroleum Marketers Association 
of Nigeria, led by its chairman, Mr 
Moye Mayomi paid him a courtesy 
call at his office in Asaba. 
  

Amgbadugba decried the activities 
of illegal bunkers, lamenting that 
they were detrimental to the econ-
omy of the country. 
 
He assured of the willingness of his 
ministry to partner with the associ-
ation, as much as they remained 
committed to the vision of the state 
government, which he noted rested 
on the overall development of the 
people and the state. 
 
While acknowledging the objec-
tives of the association as purpose-
ful, Amgbadugba encouraged them 
to maintain the vision of creating a 
peaceful environment between the 

oil producing companies and their 
host communities. 
 
He called for the effective distribu-
tion of petroleum products to the 
various parts of the state, adding 
that it was in line with the visions 
of the federal and state govern-
ments. 
   
Earlier, the Chairman of the Unit-
ed Indigenous Petroleum Market-
ers Association of Nigeria, Mr 
Mone Mayomi said that the body 
was out to create a peaceful and 
cordial relationship between host 
communities and oil producing 
firms. 

 
He expressed concern that their 
differences had grossly affected the 
rate of production, which accord-
ing to him, had directly affected 
the quantity of crude oil being 
produced per day. 
  
Mayomi explained that the associ-
ation had been licensed and should 
be partnered with to enable it mar-
ket the oil produced in the various 
communities as indigenous mar-
keters, assuring that they would 
not allow any rift to come into 
their affairs. 
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T 
he Inspector General of 
Police, Usman Alkali has 
approved the deploy-
ment of security team to 

State of Osun Governor-Elect 
Senator Ademola Adeleke. 

This was revealed in a statement 
issued by the Assistant Inspector 
General of Police, AIG Hafiz M 
Inuwa made available to OSUN 
DEFENDER on Monday. 

The command approved the fol-
lowing Officers to the Governor 
Elect, CSP Omoyele Isaac Ad-
ekunle, Chief Security Officer’s, 
SP Adefisoye Kazeem, CAMP , 
DSP Yunusa Kehinde OYS Escort 

Commandant, ASP Ahmed Bio 
Abulrahman , AID-DE – Com-
mandant, SPU, ASP Bolanle Ab-
dulFatai, Admin Officer. 

IGP Deploys Security Team To Osun Governor-Elect, Ademola Adeleke 

T 
he PDP presidential flag 
bearer had, during an 
interaction with Arise 
Television crew, disclosed 

that Obi, who was his running mate 
in the 2019 presidential poll, did 
not inform him of his intention of 
leaving PDP till after three days he 
joined the Labour Party (LP). 
 
The former Vice President also 
described Obi’s presidential candi-
dacy on the LP platform as a mere 
social media sensation, stressing 
that only a miracle would make 
him win the presidential contest 
since LP has no visible nationwide 
structure to achieve electoral victo-
ry. 
 
However, News Desk Paper that 
the LP presidential contender and 
former Anambra State governor 
purposely kept his defection plans 
away from his former principal 
after sources informed him that 

Atiku did not want a Southeast 
candidate as his running mate. 

It could be recalled that the former 

Vice President’s decision to nomi-

nate the former Anambra State 

governor as his running mate in 

2018 sparked controversies as 

major political actors from the 

Southeast, particularly the South-

east Governors’ Forum, kicked 

against it. 

 

A close ally of the LP presidential 

candidate, who was a central player 

during Obi’s administration in 

Anambra State confided to News 

Desk Paper that during the buildup 

to the PDP presidential primary, 

they got intelligence that Atiku had 

planted a candidate in one of the 

thriving young parties. 

 

The source added that Atiku saw 

the potency in the younger parties, 

going by the experience of the 

Young Peoples Party (YPP) in 2019, 

which made a good impression at 

the poll. 

 

The source said, “You know Kings-

ley Moghalu did not win in 2019, 

but he made a serious impact on 

the youth population. The former 

Vice President believed that with 

such a young charismatic politician 

in the race it would create some 

problems for him. 

 

“Even before the PDP national 

convention, Atiku was sure that he 

would pick the party’s presidential 

ticket again. That was why he 

talked about the right of the first 

refusal and called the bluff of 

northern elders that wanted to 

broker consensus. 

 

“It became clear to us that since 

PDP was not forthcoming on the 

issue of zoning the Presidency to 

the South, as well as the bond 

among incumbent state governors, 

we needed to explore other options 

and ensure that we did not give 

Atiku any impression about our 

plans.” 

 

He said arrangements for Obi to 

move over to LP had been conclud-

ed long before June 24, when he 

wrote his resignation letter to the 

Agulu 2 ward of PDP, which was 

also transmitted to the party’s 

national headquarters immediate-

ly. 

Why Obi Hid Defection From Atiku – LP Source 

 

 

It was gathered that Lawal 

was shot dead on his way to 

Abuja, the federal capital 

territory (FCT) on Sunday, 

August 7, 2022. 

 

The FIRS Director was shot 

dead while another staff of 

FIRS who was travelling 

with him sustained injuries 

as a result of the attack that 

happened in Saminaka vil-

lage of Lapai Local Govern-

ment Area (LGA) in Niger 

State. 

 

It was gathered that Lawal, 

an indigene of Lafiagi in 

Kwara State, ran into the 

unknown gunmen who 

rained bullets on the Hilux 

vehicle he was travelling in. 

 

FIRS authorities have con-

firmed the incident.  

MELVINA DAFE CHILDREN EDUCATION ADVOCACY, 

FESTAC TOWN, LAGOS STATE 
The general public is hereby notified that the above named has applied to the Corporate 

Affairs Commission (CAC) for registration under part ‘C’ of the companies and Applied Mat-

ters 

Act 1990. 
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1.DAFE TINA - Chairman 

2. DAFE KARL CHUKWUNWEIKE - Secretary 

3. EDOSOMWAN SAMUEL IROGHAMA 

4. ACHEKA OKIEMUTE CORDELIA 

5. EJIMAH MICHEAL ELO CHUKWU 

6. WILSON HELEN OMENOGOR 

7. DAFE JOHN MUDIAGA 

Aims and Objectives. 

1. TO HELP BUILD CHILDREN’S CHARACTER AND MORAL VALUES . 

2. TO HELP CHILDREN UNDERSTAND THEIR RIGHT FROM WRONG 

3. TO HELP DEMORALIZED CHILDREN CHANGE 

Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar General, Corporate 

Affairs Commission Plot 420, Tigris Crescent, Off Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja within 
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Secretary 

PUBLIC NOTICE Director, Mohammadu Kudu Lawal, 

Shot Dead—From Cover—FIRS  
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I 
NDEPENDENT NATION-

AL ELECTORAL COM-

MISSION 

 

Spurious Allegations In Respect 

Of Nomination Of Candidates In 

Some Senatorial Districts, News 

Desk Paper Report. 

 

Not for the first time, our atten-

tion has been drawn to a story 

published by an online medium 

that the Commission has doc-

tored, backdated and certified 

documents to accommodate the 

nominations emanating from 

Yobe North and Akwa Ibom 

North 

West Senatorial Districts in re-

spect of Senators Ahmed Lawan 

and Godswill Akpabio. Nothing 

can be further from the truth. 

 

As evidence of the alleged role 

played by the Commission, a 

certified true copy of Form 9C 

uploaded by their political party 

and received by the Commission 

on 17th June 2022 when the 

nomination portal closed was 

presented. 

 

For clarity, the Form EC9 

(submission of names of candi-

dates by political parties) is the 

Form uploaded by parties on the 

INEC nomination portal. This is 

clearly indicated on the title of 

the Form which was received on 

17th June 2022 when the portal 

closed. What follows is the publi-

cation of the personal particulars 

of nominated candidates which 

was done a week later. 

 

The Forms of the two personali-

ties in question were not pub-

lished by the Commission. The 

decision of the Commission trig-

gered legal action which are still 

ongoing. It therefore defies logic 

and common sense to go around 

and submit doctored documents 

purportedly recognising the duo 

as candidates when the matter is 

clearly sub-judice. 

 

As part of the ongoing case in 

Court, a law firm requested the 

Commission for a Certified True 

Copy (CTC) of the Form EC9 

submitted by the All Progressives 

Congress (APC) as its candidate 

for Akwa Ibom North West Sena-

torial District which we are duty 

bound to oblige them under the 

law. The Form was certified on 

15th July 2022. If minimum care 

has been exercised by the pro-

moters of the story, they would 

have seen the two stamps of the 

Commission bearing different 

dates on the Form. It is this Form 

that is now misconstrued as 

INEC’s endorsement. 

 

For the record, the Commission 

has not recognised any of the two 

personalities as a Senatorial can-

didate. 

 

We call for responsible reportage 

as against the unwarranted attack 

on the Commission and its offi-

cials over a matter than can be 

easily fact checked. 

 

Festus Okoye Esq. 

National Commissioner and 

Chairman, Information and Voter 

Education Committee 

Tuesday 9th August 2022  

INEC Denies Recognising Lawan, Akpabio As Senatorial Candidates from cover 

F 
our of the children who 

were abducted on a Ka-

duna-bound train in 

March have been re-

leased. 

 

The children were abducted along-

side their parents and other pas-

sengers [/b]when the terrorists 

bombed the rail track and gunned 

down some persons. 

 

Different captives were released 

over a period of four months. 

 

In a statement on Wednesday, [b]

Tukur Mamur, Kaduna-based pub-

lisher who negotiated the release of 

some of the passengers, said the 

children and their parents were 

released after the intervention of 

Sheik Ahmad Gumi. 

 

“Disturbed by the gory videos im-

ages of four teenage children be-

longing to same family he saw in 

the last video released by the at-

tackers of the AK9 Train, Sheikh 

Dr. Ahmad Gumi for the first since 

the abduction of the innocent pas-

sengers of that train over 4 months 

ago has reached out to the abduc-

tors through his Media Consultant, 

sent Allah’s messages to them and 

consistently pleaded with them to 

consider the release of the poor 

children and their innocent par-

ents. It was learnt that the health 

condition of two of the teenage 

children has deteriorated since the 

flogging incident that affected their 

helpless father. A total of additional 

7 hostages were therefore released 

on Wednesday.” 

 

“The husband of the four kids is a 

staff of the National Assembly 

Commission. There was no inter-

vention from the Commission or 

NASS on his behalf since the trav-

ails begun. 

 

“This is to confirm to the world that 

due to Sheikh Gumi’s efforts and 

with the support of a serving Sena-

tor from the North, (a God fearing 

personality that doesn’t have any 

relationship with the hostages) who 

chose to remain anonymous that all 

the family of six have regained their 

freedom on Wednesday morning. 

Also released is a 60 year old wom-

an, one Hajia Aisha Hassan who 

was said to have been released due 

to life threatening health challenges 

that deteriorated recently.” 

 

The names of the six family mem-

bers that were released are Abuba-

kar Idris Garba, who is the father of 

the four kids, his wife Maryama 

Abubakar Bobbo and their eldest 

son, Ibrahim Abubakar Garba who 

is 10 years old. 

 

Others include Fatima Abubakar 

Garba 7 years, Imran Abubakar 

Garba 5 years old and youngest 

Zainab Abubakar Garba who is only 

one and half years. 

 

The husband, Abubakar is the son 

of Maj Gen Idris Garba (rtd). Gen. 

Garba who is now bed ridden is an 

indigene of Niger State and a for-

mer Military Administrator of Kano 

and Benue States during the ad-

ministration of former Head Of 

State, Gen. Ibrahim Babangida, 

 

Garba had pleaded with govern-

ment to ensure the release of his 

child, daughter- in-law and grand-

children.  

Terrorists Release 4 Children Kidnapped On Abuja-Kaduna Train 
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Tinubu To Obi: Falsehood, Disinformation Won’t Win Elections 
T 

he presidential candidate 

of All Progressives Con-

gress, APC, Asiwaju Bola 

Tinubu, has asked his 

counterpart in the Labour Party, 

LP, Mr. Peter Obi, to call his sup-

porters to order, warning that 

“falsehood and disinformation will 

not win elections”. 

 

Tinubu, in a statement by his cam-

paign organisation, on Wednesday, 

urged Obi to caution his supporters 

and to allow the election circle be 

about issues that will advance the 

growth, progress and stability of the 

country. 

 

The statement 

by Director, 

Media and 

Communica-

tions, Tinubu 

Campaign 

Organisation, 

Mr. Bayo Ona-

nuga, also 

admonished 

the Labour 

Party presi-

dential candi-

date to get his 

supporters to 

“desist from 

spreading lies, 

malice and 

denigrating 

other candi-

dates, especial-

ly Asiwaju Bola 

Ahmed 

Tinubu”. 

 

“TCO (Tinubu Campaign Organisa-

tion) further states that Nigeria will 

be better for it and the electoral 

process will be enriched if the 2023 

presidential campaign sticks to 

issues of good governance that will 

lift millions of Nigerians out of 

poverty rather than being dominat-

ed by the ravings of guttersnipes, 

who do not wish the country well,” 

the statement added. 

 

Onanuga noted that the Tinubu 

Campaign Organisation saw the 

need to appeal to Obi to rein in his 

supporters after investigating the 

origin of the fake report claiming 

that the Ghanaian President, Nana 

Akufo-Addo wrote a letter to 

Tinubu, asking him to support Obi 

and take care of his (Tinubu) 

health. 

 

According to him, the Ghanaian 

President, via his official Twitter 

account, has debunked the news as 

a product of deliberate mischief 

with the intent to deceive the pub-

lic. 

 

“I have written no such letter to the 

APC leader, and it will not occur to 

me to do so. 

 

“Ghana and Nigeria boast of dec-

ades of cordial, strong and brother-

ly relations, and I am not going to 

be the one to interfere in the inter-

nal affairs and politics of Nigeria,” 

said President of Ghana via Twitter. 

 

The ‘Biafra fake news site’ 

Onanuga said: “We have found that 

the fake news about Akufo-Addo’s 

letter was first published on June 

22 by a rogue platform, whose url 

reads worlsnews.space (sic) and site 

identity as World of News. 

 

“A content analysis of the site clear-

ly showed that it is a Biafra news 

platform. The fake news was re-

posted on Facebook by Peter Obi 

Support Group, same day — a clear 

proof that Biafra campaigners and 

Peter Obi supporters are the same. 

 

“Both the Facebook account and the 

website are replete with fake stories 

about Bola Tinubu, including a fake 

story credited to former Governor 

Akinwunmi Ambode, alleging that 

Tinubu demanded N50 billion 

monthly payment from him. 

 

“The spuriousness of the statement 

is in the evidence that Lagos did not 

begin to clock N50 billion revenue 

until after Ambode left office. 

 

“Tinubu could not have demanded 

N50 billion monthly payment from 

Ambode when the state government 

didn’t make such in a month 

throughout the tenure of Mr. Am-

bode. 

 

“The pirate website, which the Face-

book account feeds, on also parades 

malicious fake news and headlines 

such as “I am old, but my blood is 

young, please vote for me – Tinubu 

begs youth” . 

 

“There is also the most wicked of all 

headlines: ‘When I became presi-

dent, I will Build more prison (sic) 

for Igbo’s and IPOB members – 

Tinubu’. 

 

“The big surprise in all of these is 

that all the headlines have no sup-

porting stories, and clicking them 

may bring virus to your computer. 

 

“We have come to a point where it 

becomes imperative to tell Mr. Obi 

to show leadership and disavow his 

supporters, who are employing fake 

news and disinformation as deliber-

ate tools to deceive and poison the 

minds of unsuspecting Nigerians,” 

he added.  
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Editorial 

The youth-led #EndSARS protest of 

2020 may have a significant impact 

on the outcome of the 2023 presiden-

tial election, Daily Independent find-

ings have revealed. 

 

Outrage against the excesses of 
the Special Anti-Robbery Squad 

(SARS), a unit of the Nigeria 

police, started initially as social 

media campaigns but snow-

balled into street protests when 

the youths in October 2020 

poured into the streets in their 

thousands across the country’s 

cities and towns to peacefully 

demand good governance and 

the disbandment of SARS. 

 

The peaceful protest which was well-

coordinated by the youths, however, 

assumed a violent dimension when 
security agents, mostly soldiers on the 

night of October 20 attacked the 

youths at Lekki Toll Gate in Lagos. 

 

While the number of those killed 

and injured is being disputed till 

date, the unwarranted attack 

resulted in the transmutation of 

the peaceful protest into violent 

demonstrations, culminating in 

carnage and wanton destruction 

of economic assets across the 

country, especially in Lagos 

State. 

 
Though the protest came to an abrupt 

end, the determined youths vowed to 

take active part in the 2023 general 

elections and put an end to bad gov-

ernance in the country. 

 

While the ruling All Progressives 

Congress (APC) and the major 

opposition party, the Peoples 

Democratic Party (PDP) dis-

missed the threats of the youths 

as unrealistic given the fact that 

general elections have always 

been a two-horse race, the dy-

namics changed in May 2022 

when Peter Obi, former Anam-
bra State governor, joined the 

Labour Party (LP) and was elect-

ed as its presidential candidate. 

Obi’s entrance into the race was 

received with wild jubilations 

among the youths, especially the 

leaders of the #End- SARS pro-

test. 

 

Some of these leaders, such as Bring 

Back Our Girls (BBOG) campaigner, 

Aisha Yesufu, Rinu Oduala; popular 

comedian and activist, Debo Adedayo 

(Mr. Macaroni) and the music sensa-

tion duo, P-Square, have been mobi-

lising support for him and encouraged 

youths to register, get their Perma-

nent Voters Cards (PVCs) in order to 

vote in the 2023 general elections. 

 

The Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) which 

just concluded its Continuous 

Voter’s Registration (CVR) exer-

cise across the country in its 

latest report disclosed that 

about 71% percent of the 12.2 

million newly registered voters 

are youths. 

 

According to the statistics re-

leased by the electoral umpire, 

about 8.7 million are between 

the ages of 18 and 34 while about 

2.4 million are between ages 35 

and 49. Those between ages 50 
and 69 are about 856, 017 while 

about 127, 541 are over 70. 

 

Speaking with Daily Independent, 

Festus Keyamo (SAN), Minister of 

State for Labour and Employment, 

said the outcome of the EndSARS 

protest will not have any impact on 

the 2023 elections as most of the 

issues raised by the protesters have 

been addressed by the Federal Gov-

ernment. 

 

Keyamo, who is the spokesper-

son of the APC for the 2023 pres-
idential election, said, “The is-

sues raised at that time are still 

pertinent now. The government 

addressed almost all the de-

mands of the EndSARS protest-

ers except they had ulterior mo-

tives like we suspected at that 

time. 

 

“They asked for a disbandment 

of SARS, it was disbanded. They 

asked for a retraining of police-

men, it was granted and that is 

going on now. 

So, I don’t see any anger in the 

land again because all the de-
mands were addressed”. 

 

 

However, a Senior Advocate of Nige-

ria (SAN), Ebun-Olu Adegboruwa, 

disagrees with Keyamo, saying that 

the issues that led to the EndSARS 

protest will play a significant role in 

the 2023 elections. 

 

Adegboruwa, who was a member of 

the Lagos State Judicial Panel of 

Inquiry, said most of the reports of 

the EndSARS panel have not been 

implemented across the country while 

the government has also failed to find 

solutions to the myriads of problems 

confronting the nation. 

 

“The issues that led to the End-

SARS protest will play a signifi-
cant role in the 2023 general 

elections. This is because the 

electorate have become more 

enlightened. I believe this is 

what happened in Edo State 

where the ruling party paid 

dearly for bad governance. It 

was also part of what happened 

in Osun State where the poor 

performance of the governor at 

the state level and the APC at the 

national level resulted into mass 

rejection of the candidate of the 

APC". 

 
“So, the issues relating to the 

EndSARS is about the abuse of 

human rights, oppressive con-

duct of the police and this has 

escalated. As you are aware in 

recent times, a policeman used a 

cutlass to beat a citizen.Recently 

in Lagos, another policeman 

forcefully took the telephone of 

a citizen and started searching it 

and some other examples of 

rampant abuses of the funda-

mental rights of the citizens".  

 

“So, the issues that led to End-
SARS have not abated. The way 

in which the government treated 

the outcome of the EndSARS 

shows that it was just a ploy to 

silence the youths and buy them 

over. 

 

"All the states that submitted their 

EndSARS report, none has been 

attended to till now. No payment has 

been made by the Federal Govern-

ment. The National Assembly that 

boasted that they will not approve 

budget unless there is payment to 

victims, nothing has come out of it. 

Those reports are gathering dusts like 
all other reports submitted to the 

governments". 

 

“The people are waiting to pay the 

APC government back in its own coin, 

not only for EndSARS but for bad 

governance, insecurity, the universi-

ties are locked up, aviation fuel has 

messed up the airline industry, people 

cannot travel on the road because of 

insecurity". 

 

“The trains have all been withdrawn 

because of insecurity, inflation is 

climbing up, foreign exchange is 

uncontrollable. It is like we are at a 

war front presently. I know that sure-

ly, Nigerians will pay APC back for 

this poor performance during the 

2023 general elections”, Adegboruwa 

said. 
 

In his reaction, Kola Ologbondi-

yan, immediate past National 

Publicity Secretary of the PDP, 

also said the End- SARS protest 

will have an impact on the out-

come of the 2023 elections. 

 

He said, “It will certainly have. 

Nigerian youths will not forget 

how some of them were mur-

dered in cold blood. Nigerian 

youths will pay back with their 

votes those who ensured that 

their fellow compatriots were 
murdered on that fateful night. 

No matter who the presidential 

candidate of APC is; no matter 

what they do, Nigerians, espe-

cially the youths will demand an 

account of their roles in the 

killings that took place in Lekki”. 

 

On his part, Monday Ubani, former 

Second Vice President of the Nigerian 

Bar Association (NBA) and Chairman 

of the NBA Section on Public Interest 

and Development Law (SPIDEL), said 

the enthusiasm of the youths as re-

gards taking part in the 2023 elec-
tions is highly commendable. 

 

“What I have seen so far is that there 

is a resurgence of enthusiasm on the 

part of the younger generation to 

participate in the electoral process in 

Nigeria, going by their engagement on 

the social media and the passion they 

showed by registering to get their 

PVCs in order to vote. 

 

“Whether the same spirit that was 

evident during End- SARS will play 

out in the 2023 elections is another 

thing entirely. This is because most of 

the leaders that led the EndSARS 
protest are already taking positions 

politically now, even in different 

political parties". 

 

“The guy that started the issue of 

EndSARS protest, Segun Awosanya, 

has been attacking the younger ones. 

So, most of them may be guided by 

their own interests and what will 

benefit them, not necessarily on the 

issue of getting new government in 

power”.  

How EndSARS Protest May Shape Outcome Of 2023 Presidential Election 
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There Are Indications Wike May Work Against Atiku— Adeyanju Deji 
Amid the Peoples Democratic Par-

ty, PDP, crisis, Governor Nyesom 

Wike of Rivers State has continued 

to associate with some top guns of 

the All Progressives Congress, 

APC. 

 

News Desk Paper observed that 

Wike has been meeting with APC’s 

chieftains, majorly from the South-

west, since the fallout that followed 

the PDP presidential primaries. 

 

Recall that the PDP leadership 

crisis took a new turn after the 

party’s presidential candidate, 

Atiku Abubakar, ignored Wike, 

who came second and settled for 

Governor Ifeanyi Okowa as his 

running mate. 

 

Atiku was said to have ignored the 

recommendations of a committee 

he set up to pick his running mate. 

The committee headed by Gover-

nor Samuel Ortom of Benue State 

had recommended Wike as Atiku’s 

running mate, but the former Vice 

President opted for Okowa. 

 

But a month ago, three APC gover-

nors, Kayode Fayemi of Ekiti State, 

Babajide Sanwo-Olu of Lagos 

State, and Rotimi Akeredolu of 

Ondo State had visited Wike in 

Port Harcourt, the State capital. 

 

Though the details of the meeting 

was unknown, reports have it that 

the parley was aimed at luring 

Wike to work with the APC’s presi-

dential candidate, Bola Tinubu. 

 

Since the meeting with the gover-

nors, efforts by the PDP to mend 

fences between Wike and Atiku 

have failed to yield results. 

 

Amid the continued face-off, 

Sanwo-Olu stormed Port Harcourt 

to commission a flyover completed 

by Wike’s administration. 

 

However, a socio-political activist, 

Deji Adeyanju, said Wike might 

work against Atiku considering his 

new-found love with APC chief-

tains. 

 

He anchored his assertion on the 

fact that politicians were selfish 

and cared only about their interest. 

 

Adeyanju said: “There is the possi-

bility that Wike will work against 

Atiku and PDP because all politi-

cians care about is their political 

interest and self-preservation, but 

in essence, nobody can tell Rivers 

people who they should vote for or 

not at this level. 

 

“But for political expediency and 

other reasons, you need a governor 

who can galvanise people so that 

there would be massive voting, so 

that people will not be disenfran-

chised. 

 

“The numbers can be significant if 

the governor has the capacity to 

help suppress votes or increase 

votes. These are some of the issues 

you need a governor and party for, 

so when it’s not working, there is 

the possibility that the people’s will 

can be suppressed.”  

A 
 Chieftain of the All 

Progressives Congress 

(APC) in Abia State, 

Senator Nkechi 

Nwaogu has debunked any the 

report of move to dump the party. 

 

Nwaogu, who represented Abia 

Central in the Senate, in a state-

ment by her SA, media, Victor 

Kelechi said the report was in its 

entirety false. 

 

“While we don’t want to dignify 

the man behind the fake news, we 

need to clarify the issues on 

ground and set the records 

straight for the avoidance of 

doubt. 

 

“Senator Nkechi Nwaogu has 

never left the APC, and she cannot 

leave it. She is a bonafide member 

of the Party and is not nursing any 

defection agenda and anyone that 

is nursing such an idea, it will 

remain a figment of of his own 

imagination. 

 

Although, the factional Abia APC 

under Ikechi Emenike has decided 

to sideline Umunneator Ngwa by 

giving both the Senatorial and 

Gubernatorial tickets to Umuahia, 

Sen.  

 

Nkechi Nwaogu has not thought 

about defecting to any party but 

has condemned in totality the 

marginalization of Umunneator 

Ngwa under factional Gubernato-

rial Candidate Ikechi Emenike. 

 

“No body can push Sen Nkechi 

Nwaogu out of APC. Anyone 

thinking that she will quit from 

our party is hallucinating”. 

 

The statement said on the issue of 

2023 Gubernatorial Election, Sen. 

Nwaogu will only advise Abians to 

vote credible and transparent 

candidates who will reposition 

Abia to become a state of the peo-

ple’s desire.  

Senator Nwaogu Debunks Defection Move From 

 

“I want to talk. The governor is my 

brother, we are both from Cross 

River North. I want to appreciate 

the governor and tell him to pack-

age whatever he has for me, add to 

it and use it to pay the salaries of 

the workers,” Bishop Ayah said. 

 

Vanguard gathered that the Bishop 

received thunderous ovation from 

the congregation and everyone 

which took minutes to die down. 

 

A parishioner who spoke with 

Vanguard under anonymity said 

Gov. Ayade immediately went back 

to the podium to defend himself . 

 

He explained that salaries of the 

workers was ready adding that his 

administration has been faithful, 

consistent in the payment of sala-

ries for well over seven years.  

Ebebe Ayah: Why I Rejected Ayade’s Largesse – Catholic Bishop -  From Cover 


