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Delta Poly Workers Appeal For Payment Policy Change 
By Ifeanyi Omenogor 
  

D 
elta State polytechnic 
workers have appealed 
to the State Governor, 
Senator Ifeanyi Okowa 

to change the decision of the state 

Government on ninety percent 
payment by Government and ten 
percent payment by the institu-
tion, for the interest of workers. 
  
Some of the workers who spoke to 
newsmen on the condition of ano-

nymity described the state govern-
ment decision as painful, saying 
that their salary was no more be-
ing paid as at when due. 
  
While appealing to the state gov-
ernment to change the decision 

and take over the payment of sala-
ry as it used to be for the interest 
of staff, they said finance houses in 
the state, has stopped giving loans 
to tertiary institutions workers 
because of delay in salary. 

NDLEA Arrests Bandits In On-
do Forest With Explosives, 

Busts Crystal Meth Network  
— Page 3 

18-Year-Old Boy Drowns 

While Rescuing His Cow 

In Jigawa — Page 4 

FG Agrees To Pay $496m Set-
tlement Claims On Ajaokuta 
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2023: Northern Senators, Oth-
ers Upset Over Wike’s Opposi-
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Politics 

O 
ver 70 suspected Boko 

Haram members 

drowned in a river fol-

lowing air bombard-

ment by Operations Hadin Kai in 

Borno State, sources said. 

 

It was gathered the Nigerian Army 

in collaboration with Civilian Joint 

Task Force (JTF) had earlier killed 

over 20 members of Boko Haram 

insurgents in Sheruri village of 

Bama Local Government Area of 

Borno on Thursday. 

 

Sources said that after the Sheruri 

attack, the escapees drowned in a 

river around Dipchari village of 

Bama LGA on Friday. 

 

“The insurgents suffered heavy 

blows; they have lost more than 70 

fighters around Dipchari village. 

Many are unaccounted for as we 

speak,” the security source said. 

 

Another source familiar with the 

development told our correspond-

ent on anonymity that following the 

incident, the insurgents were seen 

recovering scores of their dead 

bodies in the river. 

 

“This morning around 8:30 am, 

they conducted a funeral for more 

than 50 of their fighters at Dipchari 

village and they continue with the 

search for the remaining terrorists. 

 

“They recovered many dead bodies 

from the river but dozens of the 

fighters are still missing,” the 

source said. 

 

There was no official statement 

from the military high command 

before filing this report but many 

locals in the area confirmed the 

development. 

 

The military had recorded many 

successes recently in many parts of 

the country. 

Scores Of Boko Haram Terrorists Drown After Military Bombardment In Borno 

Ahead of the 2023 presidential 

election, the former president of 

Nigeria, Goodluck Jonathan, on 

Saturday called on Nigerians to 

vote for the presidential candidate 

of any political party that believed 

in the unity of Nigeria. 

 

Jonathan made this call on the 

lecture series to mark the 80th 

birthday of Chief Emmanuel 

Iwuanyanwu, which took place in 

Owerri, with the theme “Igbo Quest 

for Nigeria’s Unity.” 

 

According to Jonathan, 

“Iwuanyanwu is a man of many 

colours and a meticulous investor 

whose positive story would guide 

the leaders of the country. Iwuan-

yanwu is a man of victory and his 

songs tell a story he has continued 

to place unity above parochial in-

terest.” 

 

He added: “Ahead of the election, 

politicians must cut and deempha-

sise on our differences. Especially, 

the youths should come out and 

vote for those who believe in the 

unity of Nigeria. Let us work as one 

and everybody will have a sense of 

belonging.” 

 

In his speech, the chief host and 

the governor of Imo state, Hope 

Uzodimma, said: “Ndigbo loves 

Nigeria and the evidence is every-

where. The Igbo love Nigeria fer-

vently with all their heart. The 

problem is that the Igbos saw that 

Nigeria don’t reciprocate that same 

love the Igbos have for Nigeria. 

Despite the harsh policies and 

negative effects of the civil war the 

Igbos rose and embrace a united 

Nigeria. 

 

However, 

the governor 

said: ” The 

Igbos have 

flaws. We 

are weak in 

negotia-

tions. We 

always be-

lieve we can 

do it alone. 

The Igbo can 

achieve 

presidency 

through 

negotiations.” 

 

While delivering a lecture on the 

theme: “The Igbo quest for Ni-

geria’s unity” the quest lecturer 

former President General of 

Ohanaeze Ndigbo Worldwide, 

Chief Nnia Nwodo said: “No at-

tempt should be made to force 

Igbos out of political relevance, we 

are as qualified as other Nigerians 

and Nigeria needs all of us now. 

 

“We must stop brooding over what 

has happened to us in the past, we 

can still make a country. Our in-

dustry and acceptability are evi-

dence of our preparedness to serve 

and our quest for Nigeria’s unity is 

unswerving.” 

 

“Iwuayanwu was a victim of impe-

rialism. He has continued to pro-

ject dialogue for the betterment of 

Igbos in Nigeria. The Igbos have 

heavily invested in many areas 

including the economy, entertain-

ment and others. 

 

“Igbos we’re doing great then be-

cause of the evolution of power. 

Nigeria cannot pacify the Igbos or 

the northern Christians who have 

been relegated to second-class 

citizens. The only way out is for us 

to return to what was it before that 

is restructuring. so that our people 

can manage their economy.” 

 

The Secretary General of Afenifere, 

Shola Oduseni, said: “It is not the 

fault offers that the Igbos could not 

produce the president. It is the 

problem of the constitution. Just 

like the entire South East has 95 

local government areas. If we go to 

Kano and one other local govern-

ment has more local government 

than the entire South East region.” 

 

The representative of the Middle 

Belt forum, Birtrus Pogu, briefly 

said: “We have agreed that we will 

support the Igbos for presidency 

come 2023. We decided because of 

marginalisation.”  

Vote Candidate Who Believes In Nigeria’s Unity—Jonathan Tells Nigerians 
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A 53-year-old physically chal-
lenged man, Ehiarimwiam 
Osaromo Emmanuel, has been 
arrested by operatives of the 
National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency, NDLEA, at the depar-
ture hall of the Murtala Mu-
hammed International Airport, 
Ikeja Lagos for drug trafficking. 
 
Ehiarimwiam was arrested on 
Sunday 28th August on his way 
to Italy, via Doha on a Qatar 
Airways flight. An indigene of 
Orhionmwon Local Government 
Area of Edo State, he was found 
to have concealed five thousand 
(5,000) tablets of Tramadol 
225mg in his luggage. 
 
Preliminary investigation reveals 
that the suspect is a frequent 
traveller who often travels with 
lots of bags containing mainly 
food items, body cream, hair 
attachment and drinks. The 
suspect was said to have present-
ed his usual large consignment 
to NDLEA operatives for search 
but held on to some packages, 
which were retrieved from him 
and properly searched during 
which the drugs were discovered.  
 
As part of ongoing efforts to 
demobilise and dismantle all 
organised criminal groups be-
hind the production and distri-
bution of crystal methampheta-
mine across the country, NDLEA 
operatives on Monday 29th Au-
gust raided a suspected clandes-
tine laboratory at Opic estate, 

Agbara, Lagos. Clues from the 
property led operatives to anoth-
er in the vicinity where one Peter 
James was apprehended with 
some quantity of the substance. 
A follow up operation within the 
estate also led to the arrest of a 
meth dealer, Mathew Bobby 
Imonitie, who was caught with 
4.033kilograms of the illicit sub-
stance. 
 
A raid at a rented apartment in 
Raji Rasaki First estate in Festac 
town, Lagos on Saturday 27th 
August led to the seizure of 
412,780 tablets of Tramadol and 
the arrest of one of the suspects 
involved, Kingsley Duru.  
 
In the same vein, troops of 81 
Division of the Nigerian Army 
have handed over to the Lagos 
Command of NDLEA Seven 
Hundred and Ninety Two (792) 
blocks of cannabis sativa smug-
gled from the Volta region of 
Ghana into Ogun State but inter-
cepted at a checkpoint along the 
Ilaro-Benin Republic border. 
 
In Niger state, NDLEA opera-
tives on Thursday 1st September 
intercepted a truck conveying 
animal feeds from Lagos to Ka-
duna with four hundred and 
forty nine (449) compressed 
blocks and one hundred and 
eleven (111) bags of cannabis 
sativa weighing 1,531kg belong-
ing to a dealer in Zaria. The drug 
consignment was said to have 
been loaded into the truck in 

Akure, Ondo state. The truck 
driver, Yahaya Sani, his assistant 
Samaila Rabiu, his motor boy 
Bilal Ibrahim, representative of 
the cannabis owner, Awolu Is-
yaku and a passenger Mustapha 
Abdulrahman were all arrested.  
 
In Gombe State, operatives in-
tercepted Eight Hundred and 
Eleven Thousand (811,000) tab-
lets of Tramadol, Diazepam and 
Exol 5 weighing 150kg in a vehi-
cle loaded in Onitsha, Anambra 
state at Ahmadu-Kafi area of 
Gombe. 
 
In Ondo, NDLEA operatives 
combing the Ala forest in Akure 
North LGA for a drug lord have 
intercepted eight suspected ban-
dits terrorising farmers in the 
area. Those arrested include: 
Austin Dickson, 47, who is the 
gang leader; Sunday Adekunle, 
31; Kayode Oluwaseun, 29; Ko-
lawole Kazeem, 33; Oladimeji 
Makinde, 37; Emeka Charles, 46; 
Ojo Oluwadare, 40; and Lanre 
Oluwajana, 44. 
The suspected bandits were 
nabbed on Friday, 2nd Septem-
ber 2022. Recovered from them 
include twenty five (25) bags of 
cannabis sativa weighing 
296kgs; Six (6) explosive devic-
es; six (6) cartridges; four (4) 
motorcycles and assorted 
charms used in terrorising farm-
ers in the forest. 
 
In Sokoto, operatives on Satur-
day 3rd Sept intercepted a com-

mercial bus from which two five 
CD loader players were recov-
ered along Sokoto-Bodinga road. 
Upon search, 5.5kgs of cannabis 
were discovered inside the CD 
players and the owner, Nasiru 
Ibrahim arrested while in anoth-
er bus, a suspected bandit Sani 
Ibrahim, 37 was arrested with 
some ammunition and cannabis 
sativa along Kware road. 
 
An Abuja businesswoman, 
Onyinye Nwoke, 38, has been 
arrested following an intelli-
gence-led raid at her residence, 
House 56 Aldenco Estate, 
Galadimawa where operatives 
uprooted fresh stems of cannabis 
plants grown at the backyard of 
the house. The uprooted plants 
weighed 18.4kgs while 
800grams of cannabis seeds 
were also recovered from the 
house. 
 
Chairman/Chief Executive of 
NDLEA, Brig. Gen. Mohamed 
Buba Marwa (Retd) commended 
the officers and men of the 
MMIA, Lagos, Niger, Sokoto, 
Ondo, FCT and Gombe Com-
mands for the arrests and sei-
zures. He charged them and 
their compatriots across the 
country to intensify the heat on 
drug cartels in Nigeria while 
balancing their efforts on supply 
reduction with drug demand 
reduction activities.  

NDLEA Arrests Bandits In Ondo Forest With Explosives, Busts Crystal Meth Network 

Governor Seyi Makinde of Oyo 

State has distanced himself from 

the rally organised in Ibadan, the 

state capital on Saturday by sup-

porters of Peter Obi, the presiden-

tial candidate of Labour Party. 

 

Makinde who was rumoured to 

have attended the rally refuted the 

claims in statement issued by his 

Chief Press Secretary , Taiwo 

Adisa. 

 

The statement signed by Adisa 

disputed the claim on some blogs 

that Makinde participated in the 

rally of supporters of Peter Obi, 

otherwise known as ‘Obidients’ 

 

Adisa said his principal is yet to 

return to Nigeria from his annual 

leave and as such, could not have 

participated in the Ibadan 

Obidients.’ 

 

The statement read: “Our attention 

has been drawn to an online publi-

cation, which indicated that Gover-

nor Makinde was spotted among 

the Obidients during a rally in 

Ibadan, on Saturday, September 3, 

2022. 

 

“To say the least, the publication is 

a falsehood, packaged to deceive 

the unsuspecting. 

 

“For the avoidance of doubt, Gov-

ernor Makinde was nowhere near 

Ibadan when the said rally held. A 

Yoruba adage says one person can-

not stand in twos. How is it possi-

ble for the governor who was ob-

serving the last days of his leave 

outside the country to be spotted 

among the so-called Obidients in 

Ibadan? 

 

“While we will not begrudge the 

Obidients’ desire to propagate their 

candidate, we will not oblige any-

one the luxury of dragging the 

reputation of the Governor of Oyo 

State on accounts of false claims.”  

Makinde Distances Himself From ‘Obidients’ Rally In Oyo 
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Gunmen Abduct Scores Of Travellers In Ondo 

WORD FLESH REVIVAL ASSEMBLY, ABA, ABIA 
STATE 

 
THIS IS TO INFORM THE GENERAL PUBLIC THAT THE ABOVE NAMED HAS APPLIED 
TO THE CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION (CAC) ABUJA FOR REGISTRATION OF 
TRUSTEES UNDER PART ‘F’ OF COMPANIES AND ALLIED MATTERS ACT, (CAMA 2020) 
 
THE TRUSTEES ARE: 
 
1 OKORO EMINENT - CHAIRMAN 
 
2. OKORO MERCY RUTH  - SECRETARY 
 
3. OKORO EBENEZER ADIMCHINAOBI 
 
4. OKORO KINGSLEY SAMUEL 
 
5 . OSIFE-KUREX PRINCESS ONYEOMA 
 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
1. LIFTING UP SOULS OF MEN AND IGNITING THE CHURCH BY THE FIRE OF THE 
HOLY GHOST. 
2. THE CHURCH IS WITH THE MANDATE OF DEPOPULATING HELL AND POPULATING 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 
 
ANY OBJECTION TO THIS REGISTRATION SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO THE REGIS-
TRAR-GENERAL, CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION, PLOT 420 TIGRIS CRESCENT, 
OFF AGUIYI-IRONSI STREET, MAITAMA, ABUJA WITHIN 28 DAYS OF THIS PUBLICA-
TION. 

 
Signed: 

Secretary 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

G 
unmen on Saturday ab-
ducted scores of travel-
lers on Benin-Owo Ex-
pressway in Ifon, the 

headquarters of Ose Local Govern-
ment Area of Ondo State. 
 
The number of victims could not 
be ascertained as some sources 
said the victims were over 40 while 
others gave their number as 32. 
 

One of the sources at the town who 
disclosed the incident to newsmen 
on Sunday said the victims were 
traveling in a coastal bus from 
Benin to Ondo State where they 
went for the burial ceremony. 
 
“But on getting to Ifon area, the 
hoodlums ambushed and whisked 
all the occupants of the vehicle into 
the bush. 
 

“All the occupants of the vehicle 
were kidnapped since yesterday 
(Saturday) and nobody has heard 
anything about them since then,” a 
relation of one of the victims said. 
 
While confirming the incident on 
Sunday, the Police Public Relations 
Officer (PPRO) Ondo State Com-
mand, SP Funmilayo Odunlami, 
said she could not ascertain the 
number of the victims. 

According to PPRO, men of the 
command and other security agen-
cies in the state had begun the 
search for the victims in the forest. 
 
” Our men and other security agen-
cies are already in the forest to 
rescue the victims unhurt while the 
investigation into the incident has 
commenced,” Odunlami said. 

A 
n 18-year-old boy, Ada-

mu Musa has died in an 

attempt to rescue his 

cow in Buji Local Gov-

ernment Area, Jigawa State. 

 

A resident told DAILY POST that 

the incident occurred on Saturday 

evening at Unguwar Magina in Buji 

town. 

 

He said the victim lost his life in a 

pond while trying to rescue his cow 

that slipped and fell into a pond 

while grazing around the area. 

 

NSCDC spokesman, CSC Adamu 

Shehu also confirmed the incident 

to News Desk Paper. 

 

According to him, “the unfortunate 

incident occurred on Saturday, 3rd 

of September, 2022, at about 

02:00 pm when the young man 

took two of his cows to the farm 

and let them loose to feed from the 

grasses nearby. 

 

“Sadly, one of the cows slipped and 

fell into a pond located close to the 

farm where they were grazing. 

 

“Sighting the ugly occurrence, the 

deceased rushed to rescue his cow, 

but was drowned despite the com-

bined efforts of the locals and the 

NSCDC personnel to rescue him,” 

he said. 

 

He said the victim’s body was later 

found on Sunday at about 01:00 

am. 

 

He said the deceased was thor-

oughly examined, confirmed dead 

and handed over to his parents for 

proper burial, while the cow was 

rescued alive.  

18-Year-Old Boy Drowns While Rescuing His Cow In Jigawa 

T 
he Director of Army 

Public Relations, Briga-

dier General Onyema 

Nwachukwu, disclosed 

this in a statement on Sunday, 

September 4. 

 

"In sustained operations to clear 

the North West of banditry and 

terrorism, troops of 1 Division, 

Nigerian Army have again neutral-

ized bandits and terrorists along 

Sabon Birni, Dogondawa-Kuyelo 

and Farin Ruwa on Saturday 3 

September 2022," the statement 

read.  

 

"The dogged and highly motivated 

troops, while on a fighting patrol, 

came in contact with unconfirmed 

number of bandits. The troops in 

the ensuing shoot out , eliminated 

3 of the terrorists and recovered 

two AK 47 rifles, nine magazines, 

seven Baofeng communication 

radios, one Tecno mobile phone, 

120 rounds of 7.62 mm special 

ammunition , one power genera-

tor and a motorcycle 

 

"The Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 

Lieutenant General Faruk Yahaya 

has commended the troops for 

their gallantry and urged them not 

to relent until banditry is eradicat-

ed in the region. 

 

"The General Officer Commanding 

1 Division, Maj Gen Taoreed 

Lagbaja has urged all law abiding 

citizens to continue to support the 

troops and other security agencies 

with credible and actionable infor-

mation, that would assist the 

troops in their operations against 

the criminal elements."  

Troops Neutralize Three Bandits, Recover Weap-

ons In Kaduna  

https://www.nairaland.com/7316334/troops-neutralize-three-bandits-recover#116362488
https://www.nairaland.com/7316334/troops-neutralize-three-bandits-recover#116362488
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T 
he federal government 
yesterday disclosed that 
it had agreed to pay 
$496 million to settle a 

multi-billion dollar claim from 
Global Steel Holdings Limited 
following the termination of a 
contract to upgrade the country’s 
steel plants. 
 
The figure was revealed in a re-
port by Mining.com, an online 
news medium with focus on the 
global mining and metals indus-
try. 
 
As shown in the Mining.com 
report, the Attorney General of 
the Federation and Minister of 
Justice, Mr Abubakar Malami 
confirmed the resolve of the fed-
eral government to pay the 
claims. 
 
After a prolonged dispute, the 
federal government had signed a 
renegotiated concession agree-
ment with Global Steel Holdings 
Limited for the Nigerian Iron Ore 
Mining Company (NIOMCO), 
Itakpe. 
 
The agreement had taken place 
after years of mediation and there 
had been hopes that Nigeria 

would begin to produce steel. But 
that never materialised. 
 
The negotiations for amicable 
resolution of the Ajaokuta crisis 
had dragged on since 2008, leav-
ing the country’s steel and indus-
trial sectors largely in comatose. 
 
But the news medium quoted 
Malami, who it said led the nego-
tiations, as having said that the 
government had managed to get a 
91 per cent cut on the original 
claims of $5.258 billion. 
 
“I pay tribute to President 
(Muhammadu) Buhari for his 
dedication to resolving this prob-
lem and wrestling back a crown 
jewel of our national industriali-
sation plans rather than leaving 
the endeavour to the future ad-
ministration to deal with,” he was 
quoted as saying. 
 
Global Steel Holdings Limited, an 
Indian company, won the conces-
sion of the Ajaokuta steel mill for 
10 years, but the agreement was 
revoked when the federal govern-
ment accused the firm of asset 
stripping, a development that led 
to a court case between the two 
parties. 

 
To resolve the matter, NIOMCO 
was reportedly ceded to the 
GSHL for the remaining period of 
the concession in line with an 
agreement reached during media-
tion talks. 
 
Global Steel, which is linked to 
India’s Mittal family, had be-
tween 2004 and 2007 acquired 
rights to Nigeria’s entire state 
steel industry via five major con-
cessions and share purchase con-
tracts. 
 
The deal also included access to 
Nigeria’s iron ore reserves and 
the central railway network. But 
in 2008, the government of the 
late President Umaru Musa 
Yar’Adua terminated the con-
tracts. 
 
Global Steel sought arbitration at 
the International Chamber of 
Commerce, Court of Arbitration 
in Paris the same year. 
 
Between 2011 and 2020, Global 
Steel and the Nigerian govern-
ment made several attempts to 
settle but failed, according to 
Mining.com. 
Nigeria is said to have been losing  

 
billions of dollars in revenue and 
job creation opportunities for the 
last 35 years on the project, alt-
hough the federal government 
reportedly  sunk over $10 billion 
to start milling. 
 
The project, which as far back as 
1994 was said to have reached 98 
per cent completion, has the ca-
pacity to provide direct employ-
ment for 10,000 technical staff 
and indirect 500,000 unskilled 
upstream and downstream em-
ployment. 
 
The steel plant was designed to 
produce 1.3 million tons of liquid 
steel per annum in phase one, 
with a built-in capacity to expand 
its production to 2.6 million tons 
of flat iron and steel products in 
its second phase. 
 
The plan for phase three was to 
produce 5.2 million tons of vari-
ous types of steel products, in-
cluding heavy plates and has the 
capacity to become a major cata-
lyst for the production of indus-
trial machinery, auto-electrical 
spare parts, shipbuilding, rail-
ways and carriages.  

FG Agrees To Pay $496m Settlement Claims On Ajaokuta Steel 

T 
he Labour Party, LP, has 

dismissed news making 

the rounds that it’s pres-

idential candidate, Mr. 

Peter Obi, was abroad to solicit 

foriegn funding for his campaigns. 

 

National Publicity Secretary of the 

Labour Party, Abayomi Olu-

wafemi, gave this clarification in a 

telephone interview with Van-

guard, on Saturday. 

 

He described the speculations that 

the party was equally seeking for-

eign funding for its activities as 

part of the antics of political oppo-

nents, who were intimidated by 

the rising profile of the Labour 

Party and its presidential candi-

date. 

 

Oluwafemi said: “It is ridiculous 

that our political opponents have 

descended to a new low to insinu-

ate that our party is oblivious of 

electoral laws. 

 

“For the avoidance of doubt, nei-

ther our party nor our candidate is 

seeking for foriegn funding for any 

of our activities. 

 

“Our candidate, Mr. Peter Obi, is 

hitting the ground running. 

 

“He is reaching out to Nigerians in 

the diaspora most of whom have 

lost confidence in the current ad-

ministration and see no reason to 

come home to invest. 

 

“He is getting them ready to have a 

rethink because the incoming La-

bour Party-led administration 

which by the grace of God, he and 

Datti will be leading, will provide 

an enabling environment for direct 

foreign investment required to 

revive our ailing economy which 

the APC has unfortunately de-

stroyed.” 

 

The Publicity Secretary equally 

dismissed speculations of a con-

flict between the party leadership 

and the presidential candidate 

over campaign funding. 

 

According to him, the party had 

since debunked the speculations 

which it said was part of an or-

chestrated plot by political oppo-

nents to whittle down the growing 

influence of the party. 

 

He said the Labour Party and all of 

its candidates remain focused on 

the task ahead.  

Peter Obi’s Not After Foreign Funds, Says Labour Party 
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2023: Ganduje, Kwankwaso, Shekarau Scramble For Buhari’s Kano Bulk Votes 

T 
he battle for the 2023 
presidential election 
seems to have shifted to 
Kano State at the moment. 

 
News Desk Paper reports that there 
is an ongoing tussle among the 
leading presidential candidates to 
inherit the millions of votes in Ka-
no State, as President Muhammadu 
Buhari will not be on the ballot. 
 
The supremacy battle between 
Governor Umar Ganduje, ex-
governors Rabiu Kwankwaso and 
Ibrahim Shekarau could de-
cide where the pendulum 
swings for or against any of 
the presidential candidates. 
 
For the past 20 years, Buhari 
monopolized the votes in 
Kano. In 2011, Buhari under 
the Congress for Progressives 
Change (CPC) polled 1.6 mil-
lion votes. Shekarau of the 
ANPP, was at that point the 
incumbent governor of Kano 
State. 
 
In 2015, Buhari polled 1.903 
million votes, while PDP 
polled 215,777 votes. In 2019, 
even with Kwankwaso in PDP, 
Buhari still polled 1.4 million 
votes, leaving Atiku Abubakar 
with 391,593 votes. 
 
However, during the 2019 
governorship election, Ganduje 
won the election with a margin of 
8,982. 
 
With Buhari not on the ballot for 
the first time in 20 years, presiden-
tial candidates are scheming to 
crack the Kano votes. As it appears, 
Buhari’s votes are non-transferable 
to anyone. When he won the 2019 
election with a margin of over 1 
million votes, two weeks after, 
Ganduje struggled to win the elec-
tion with 8,982. 
 
Last week, the candidate of the 
PDP, Atiku, his running mate, 
Ifeanyi Okowa and several other 
presidential bigwigs were in Kano 
to receive Shekarau. The main 
opposition is counting on the for-
mer governor to deliver the votes. 
 
Kano’s political cobweb 
 
The ruling party is relying on Gov-

ernor Ganduje to deliver the votes 
against his former boss, Rabiu 
Kwankwaso of the NNPP. 
 
The political relationship in the 
State is like a cobweb. In 2003, 
Shekarau defeated Kwankwaso and 
his deputy Ganduje. In 2011, the 
duo of Kwankwaso and Ganduje 
made a comeback when they de-
feated the ruling ANPP led by She-
karau, who had completed his ten-
ure. 
 
By 2016, Kwankwaso, who was in 

the Senate had a fallout with his 
successor, Ganduje and was forced 
to move to the PDP. In the 2019 
election, both Ganduje and Shekar-
au teamed up against Kwankwaso 
but managed to win the governor-
ship race with less than 10,000 
votes 
 
Within this election cycle, Shekarau 
has been in APC, but left after los-
ing the supremacy battle. He de-
fected to NNPC, however, he 
claimed that he was betrayed by 
Kwankwaso and he is now finally in 
the PDP. 
 
Interestingly, the Shehu Sagagi-led 
State executive of the Kano PDP is 
loyal to Kwankwaso. However, on 
Tuesday, the Court of Appeal re-
moved the Sagagi led exco. Which 
means Shekarau will be the leader 
of the PDP in the State. 
 
Chances 

 
The ruling party, APC and Ganduje 
will rely on their political structure. 
They have two Senators, several 
House of Representative members, 
among others. 
 
During the primaries, Ganduje 
backed Tinubu completely and was 
even on campaign entourage to 
several States. This fueled specula-
tion of Tinubu picking him as run-
ning mate, however, the former 
Lagos State governor settled for 
Kashim Shettima. 

 
On the other hand, the Kwank-
wasiyya Movement proved them-
selves in the last election. They 
narrowly lost the governorship 
election with slim margins. 
 
Also, with Kwankwaso on the presi-
dential ballot as the only candidate 
from the Northwest, many believe 
that the group is well prepared. 
 
Abdulmummin Jibrin, the spokes-
person of Kwankwaso, had recently 
claimed that his principal is the one 
to inherit the votes. 
 
“Somebody who is the beneficiary 
of the 12 million Buhari’s votes. 
Kwankwaso is the most popular 
person, most loved. 
 
“He is the person who is going to 
control those votes. Now look at the 
dynamics of the election today, 
there is no sitting governor in the 

northern part of the country that is 
contesting for the presidency, so 
every governor has peculiar chal-
lenges in his State,” he said. 
 
Meanwhile, a statement in June 
had suggested that there could be a 
possible alignment between Tinubu 
and Kwankwaso, when the latter 
said, “If I cannot get (the presiden-
cy) I can recommend Tinubu.” 
 
Jubrin responded that there is no 
alliance between his party and 
Tinubu. 

 
“People should disregard all 
these rumours that Kwank-
waso is working for Asiwaju,” 
he said. 
 
Atiku will be looking at how to 
improve his votes in Kano. The 
highest votes he has gotten 
from Kano is 391,593 in 2019. 
 
Although, with Buhari out, he 
may fancy his chances, but 
considering that Kwankwaso is 
on the ballot and Ganduje is 
working to deliver the State for 
Tinubu, the Kano votes may be 
balkanized and not in its usual 
bulk. 
 
“Atiku and Shekarau will be 
seeking to convince Kano vot-
ers that he is the only one that 
can ensure the North retains 

power for another 8 years,” Mo-
hammed Jafar, a political analyst in 
Kano told News Desk Paper. 
 
Where is Peter Obi 
 
Some months back, there was a 
serious conversation on alliance 
between Peter Obi and Kwankwaso. 
 
However, the talks broke down 
because none of the two candidates 
was willing to deputize. 
 
Still, Obi will be counting on non-
indigenes in Sabon Gari and other 
parts of Kano. Also, he will be rely-
ing on the strength of his deputy, 
Yusuf Datti. Although Datti is from 
Kaduna State, he is from a large 
family with strong connections in 
the north. 
 
It is unclear how these factors will 
translate to getting a significant 
bite of the Kano votes.  
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A 
s a result of his opposi-
tion and relentless 
attacks on the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, 

presidential candidate, former 
Vice President Atiku Abubakar, 
northern leaders, including sena-
tors across party lines, are upset 
with Governor Nyesom Wike of 
Rivers State, Vanguard learned 
yesterday. 
 
It was learned that the leaders, 
who initially thought Wike’s tan-
trums were just political jibes, are 
now seeing his growing opposi-
tion to the PDP candidate as an 
attack on the north. 
 
Both Atiku and Wike have been 
engaged in a frosty relationship 
over the removal of the party’s 
National Chairman, Senator Iyor-
chia Ayu. 
 
The two leaders also set up a 
reconciliation committee to re-
solve their differences but there 
has been no headway. 
 
 
But the camp of the Rivers State 
governor is also not relenting as it 
is insisting that the promises 
made by the former vice presi-
dent must be honoured. 
 
Meanwhile, strong indications 
have emerged that the reconcilia-
tion committee is expected to 
meet this week to look into the 
requests of both camps to make 
headway. 
 
Similarly, Vanguard was reliably 
informed that the feud Wike has 
with Atiku is for relevance and a 
fight for a position, should the 
party win the next presidential 
election. 
 
Northern senators, others upset 
over Wike’s opposition to Atiku 
 
Following Wike’s opposition to 
Atiku, there is growing consensus 
to support Atiku, especially the 
North/South divide they felt 
Wike has introduced to PDP cri-
sis. 
 
A highly placed source, who 
spoke in confidence, said: “The 
north is taking note of what Wike 
is doing to Atiku. I am one of 

them and I can tell you confident-
ly that they are not happy with 
Wike. 
 
‘’He lost an election and has 
turned his opposition to Atiku 
into the age long North/South 
divide. The leaders, including 
senators in both parties, are not 
happy with Wike. And they have 
resolved to surprise him at the 
appropriate time. What does he 
want? 
 
‘’He is a poor student of history 
and has forgotten that Atiku is 
north’s highest representative in 
the election.” 
 
Wike’s fight for relevance 
 
On why the Rivers State governor 
is up in arms against the former 
VP, a source involved in the rec-

onciliation committee said the 
feud was deliberate. 
 
Giving insight to the frosty rela-
tionship, the source said: “The 
real issue between Wike and 
Atiku is deliberately distorted to 
fit a narrative and that narrative 
is that it is a fight by Wike for 
relevance, it is a fight by Wike for 
a position, it is a fight by Wike to 
secure himself. 
 
“Legitimately, it could be all of 
these, Wike, having invested in 
the party, has a right to insist to 
be at the top table. 
 
“Also, he came second in the 
party primary; in all democracies, 
when the winner emerges, the 
person who comes closest in the 

race, some grounds will be con-
ceded to him and his followers. 
 
“One had expected that immedi-
ately after the primary, the first 
person Atiku will court will be 
Wike and his group. 
 
“All issues that have been nar-
rowed down to Wike are for the 
governors and members that are 
sympathetic to him and his cause. 
 
“What are the principal issues in 
this cause. First is that the BoT 
chairman, party chairman, party 
candidate, the chairman of the 
PDP governors’ forum and all 
major offices within the PDP are 
held by northerners. 
 
“Wike and his allies had insisted 
from day one that the president 
must come from the South but 

some people said it is not like 
that. 
 
‘’That was why the contest was 
thrown open but with a proviso 
that if the presidential candidate 
comes from the north, then the 
chairman of the party who was 
elected at the convention, would 
step down and the chairman 
would now come from the South. 
 
“This is what I heard and maybe 
Wike will still commit himself. 
The first discussion Atiku had 
with Wike is that Ayu would go as 
earlier discussed. 
 
“Second, Atiku offered to make 
Wike, at their first meeting, the 
vice presidential candidate. Wike 
now told Atiku that he had heard 

but he would discuss with his 
team. Atiku offered Wike to be his 
running mate.” 
 
Wike’s romance with Tinubu, Obi 
 
On Wike’s romance with Tinubu 
and Obi, the source said: “There 
is a consensus that none of the 
options on the table will bring 
stability and progress. 
 
“All of the options have k-leg. 
People believe that the Muslim-
Muslim ticket is not an option for 
Nigeria and that it will continue 
to haunt us in the future, if al-
lowed. 
 
“Tinubu and Obi wanted to meet 
him. For political reasons, he was 
invited and there is no crime in 
that. I know Obi went to meet 
him. If you were in Wike’s shoes, 
will you not meet those who want 
to meet you? 
 
‘’You see, we are being unfair in 
this whole thing, somebody held 
this party together and he was the 
face of opposition then. The sen-
sible thing is to give him what he 
rightly deserves.” 
 
Reconciliation efforts  
 
The source disclosed that the 
peace parley is on course, adding 
that members of the committee 
would meet this week for further 
discussions. 
 
The source said: “All I know is 
that Dr Olusegun Mimiko is one 
of those facilitating peace in the 
PDP. If the reconciliation works, 
which is a possibility, because 
meetings are still being held and 
they will still be held this week. 
 
‘’There are meetings going on and 
the possibility of resolving it is 
there. 
 
“After resolving the crisis, there is 
the possibility of building a broad
-based coalition. The issue of 
Nigeria now is not about parties, 
people are working to build a 
coalition that will give us a sem-
blance and a platform that will 
help us arrest what we are going 
through now. The reconciliation 
effort is going on.”  

2023: Northern Senators, Others Upset Over Wike’s Opposition To Atiku 
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Commonwealth Gold Medallist Nwokocha Provisionally Suspended For Doping 

N 
igerian sprinter 

Nzubechi Grace 

Nwokocha, who 

won gold in the 

4x100m relay at this year's 

Commonwealth Games, has 

been provisionally suspended 

for the use of banned substanc-

es, the Athletics Integrity Unit 

(AIU) said on Saturday. 

 

Nwokocha, 21, ran the anchor 

leg in Birmingham last month 

as Nigeria beat England and 

Jamaica to take gold. 

 

"The AIU has provisionally 

suspended Nigerian runner, 

Nzubechi Grace Nwokocha, for 

the Presence/Use of Prohibited 

Substances (Ostarine & Ligand-

rol) (Article 2.1 and Article 

2.2)," the body said in a state-

ment on Twitter. 

 

Ostarine and Ligandrol are 

both anabolic agents prohibited 

by the World Anti-Doping 

Agency (WADA). 

 

A provisional suspension 

means an athlete is temporarily 

banned from competition be-

fore a final decision is taken at 

a hearing conducted under 

WADA rules. 

 

Nwokocha qualified for last 

year's Tokyo Olympics and also 

entered the 100m and 200m at 

the world championships in 

Eugene this year, reaching the 

semi-finals in both events.  

T 
he Labour Party (LP) 

presidential candidate, 

Peter Obi has opined 

that he cannot embezzle 

public funds because God has 

blessed him more than enough. 

Naija News reports that the for-

mer Governor of Anambra State 

made this known in a recent event 

while speaking to some Nigerians 

in the diaspora. 

In a video sighted online, 

Obi issued a curse on 

himself if he takes a public 

fund that does not belong 

to him. 

 

According to him, he was 

at a public event where 

the American President, 

Joe Biden said he is worth 

$8.9 million. 

 

However, someone like 

him from a third-world 

country is richer than 

Biden hence questioning 

why he should steal public 

funds. 

 

The LP flagbearer added that he is 

not looking for a private jet, so-

phisticated house, or eager to own 

a house in America. 

The Labour Party (LP) presiden-

tial candidate, Peter Obi has 

opined that he cannot embezzle 

public funds because God has 

blessed him more than enough. 

Naija News reports that the for-

mer Governor of Anambra State 

made this known in a recent event 

while speaking to some Nigerians 

in the diaspora. 

 

In a video sighted online, Obi 

issued a curse on himself if he 

takes a public fund that does not 

belong to him. 

 

According to him, he was at a 

public event where the American 

President, Joe Biden said he is 

worth $8.9 million. 

 

However, someone like him from 

a third-world country is richer 

than Biden hence questioning why 

he should steal public funds. 

 

The LP flagbearer added that he is 

not looking for a private jet, so-

phisticated house, or eager to own 

a house in America. 

 

Why Peter Obi’s Popularity Is 

Growing Nationwide 

Meanwhile, a chieftain of the All 

Progressives Congress (APC), 

Patrick Obahiagbon, has revealed 

the reason the popularity of the 

Labour Party (LP) presidential 

candidate, Peter Obi, is growing 

nationwide. 

 

The former member of the House 

of Representatives said Obi‘s pop-

ularity keeps souring nationwide 

due to the dissatisfaction of the 

entire political class. 

 

He said Nigeri-

ans and partic-

ularly Nigerian 

youths are 

rallying around 

the former 

Governor of 

Anambra State 

to save the 

country. 

 

Obahiagbon 

made this 

known during 

an appearance 

on a pro-

gramme on 

Arise Televi-

sion, The 

Morning Show, on Friday. 

 

The former lawmaker, however, 

saluted Obi’s courage and sinceri-

ty to want to cleanse the Nigerian 

system.  

Why Should I Steal Public Money When I’m Richer Than Joe Bidden? – Peter Obi 


