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ATIKU, A PAN-NIGERIAN 

LEADER, SAYS ANIAGWU—

PG 2 

Okowa Tasks Religious Leaders On Mentorship – Page 7 

Food Prices Increase In Warri Markets  
The price of foodstuffs have sky-
rocketed in the market due to the 
flood water that has covered many 
villages and towns in Delta State 
and other neighboring States.  
   
The foodstuffs mostly affected are 
palm oil, rice, onions, garri, akpu, 
fish, tomatoes  and cow meat etc.  
  
And all these items listed above 
are staple foods required by any 
household, which is now difficult 
for the common man to purchase.  

  
According to the survey carried 
out, an eva bottle of palm oil that 
used to sell for one thousand, five 
hundred naira about a week ago is 
now sold for two thousand naira. 
While Nigerian rice which is sold 
for thirty four thousand is now 
forty two thousand naira. 
  
A seller of palm oil in Igbudu mar-
ket, Mrs Loveth explained that 
palm oil price used to go up during 
the rainy season but this time the 

price went too high due to the 
flood and according to her the 
price will still increase more than 
what it is now.  
  
Also, a meat seller in Pesu market 
Warri, Mr Ade Saheed said that 
the price of cow meat went up 
because of the flood water that 
caused the people bringing the 
cow to Warri to have an accident 
which claimed nineteen lives.  
  
A pound weight of meat which 

used to sell for one thousand, two 
hundred naira is now sold for one 
thousand, four hundred naira in 
the market. 
  
The traders lamented that due to 

the increase in the prices of food-

stuffs, business is now very slow 

because buyers do not buy much 

like in those days when prices 

were moderate. 

Delta Governor and Vice-Presidential Candidate of PDP, Senator Dr. Ifeanyi 
Okowa (right) exchanging pleasantries with the Ovie of Ughelli, Evang. (Dr.) 
Wilson Oharisi III, (middle) and the Ovie of Okparabe, Osakpa II, at the 30th 
Anniversary celebration of the Heroes of Faith Ministry, Ughelli and 40 years in 
Ministry of Bishop Kingsley Enakhirherhi at the church premises in Ughelli, 
Delta State on Sunday  

FLOOD: BUILD DAMS, 
DESILT MAJOR RIVERS, 
OKOWA URGES FG— 
PG 3 

SUPREME COURT JUDGE-
MENT: OBOREVWORI 
DEDICATES VICTORY TO 
GOD, DELTANS—PG 5  



2  

News Desk Paper Tuesday, October 25, 2022 

Politics 

Spokesman of the Peoples Democratic 

Party (PDP), Presidential Campaign 

Council, Mr. Charles Aniagwu, has 

described the party’s Presidential candi-

date, Atiku Abubakar as a pan-Nigerian 

leader and not an ethnic jingoist. 

 
He said that contrary to the comments 

trailing Atiku's statement in Kaduna, the 

PDP standard bearer remains a Pan-

Nigerian leader and a unifier who had 

built bridges across the country. 

 

Speaking on Arise TV on Monday night, 

Aniagwu remarked that Atiku's com-

ment was being misunderstood and 

quoted out of context, adding that the 

APC were lashing in on the comment 

because they lacked what to talk about. 
 

“Atiku is not a man given to ethnic jin-

goism and will never get involved in acts 

capable of dividing the country along 

ethnic, religion or regional lines. 

 

"As a political party the APC has done so 

badly that they don't have issues to talk 
about so they will always want to cash in 

on anything that will take Nigerians 

away from the real issues. 

 

"Atiku has built bridges across the coun-

try as a pan-Nigerian and he advocated 

for a pan-Nigerian leader who will be 

able to take a look at what the entire 

country needs. 

 

"Atiku is one person that has respect for 

everybody irrespective of class and that 
is what is needed to deal with the issues 

bedeviling our country," 

 

He said the 2023 election was for the 

PDP to win because the other political 

parties were not prepared to deal with 

the issues. 

 
"At the moment we are trying as much 

as possible to galvanize a number of 

Nigerians for us to tell them what the 

Atiku-Okowa ticket has for Nigerians 

and that is to rescue our country from 

where we are at the moment. 

 

"If you take a look at the INEC timeta-

ble, only the PDP has started official 

campaigns, our own business is to stay 

with the issues and those issues are very 

well known to us that our country is in a 
very bad shape at the moment. 

 

"As a party we are coming in to be able 

to effectively manage our diversity which 

is at the lowest ebb on account of its 

mismanagement by the APC. 

 

"Our candidate is coming to address the 
issues affecting the component units of 

this country because at the moment the 

states and local governments are not 

functioning effectively because they 

lacked the needed funds to carry out its 

functions," Aniagwu stated. 

 

He commended the leadership and 

members of the party in Kaduna state 

for their unwavering support despite 

attempts to disrupt the rally in the an-

cient city by thugs.  

Atiku, A Pan-Nigerian Leader, Says Aniagwu  

Delta Governor and 
Vice-Presidential 
candidate of the 
Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), Sen. 
Ifeanyi Okowa, has 
called on the Federal 
Government, corpo-
rate organisations 
and individuals to 
come to the aid of 
victims of flood in 
the state. 
 
Okowa made the call 
on Wednesday when 
he visited flood vic-
tims at Internally 
Displaced Persons 
(IDPs) camps at 
Utagba-Ogbe Tech-
nical College, Kwale 
in Ndokwa West; 
Alaka Grammar 
School, Ozoro in 
Isoko North; St. 
Michael's College, 
Oleh and Isoko Cen-
tral School, Oleh 
both in Isoko South Local Govern-
ment Areas of the state. 
 
He empathised with all the flood 
victims in the state, and assured 
that his administration would 
continue to support them until 
they were able to return to their 
homes after the flood crisis. 
 
According to the governor, who 

defied heavy downpour to visit the 
camps, the state government may 
not be able to estimate the extent 
of destruction but obviously the 
flood is very massive. 
 
"This is the seventh camp we have 
visited since yesterday - three yes-
terday and four today and we have 
four other established camps. Be-
yond that, there are so many com-

munity camps that are being man-
aged in the communities. 
 
"It is a very extensive flood with a 
lot of displacement of people and I 
must thank all the various persons 
that have come here in the camp to 
stay. 
 
"In all the camps we have visited 
they are actually bonding together 

as a family and when the 
state government and 
other willing donors are 
providing food materi-
als, the women them-
selves are cooking and 
they are all living happi-
ly together. 
 
"I am also very glad that 
the children have started 
school here and at the 
other camps we have 
visited.  
 
"We have doctors and 
nurses attending to the 
health needs of the peo-
ple here and I have been 
told that they have rec-
orded three deliveries 
here and that there are 
over twenty pregnant 
women. 
 
"By the special grace of 
God, we will try to do 
everything to make them 
comfortable and I want 

to use this opportunity to thank all 
those who have been able to do-
nate food and other items to the 
various camps. 
 
"And I call on Deltans and non 
Deltans who live in Delta that they 
should come out and support 
whatever government is doing, it is 
best they support them," he stated. 

Flood: Okowa Seeks FG, Special Support For Delta IDPS 
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Delta Governor and Vice Presi-
dential Candidate of the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), Sen. 
Ifeanyi Okowa, on Tuesday, called 
on the Federal Government to 
build new dams and desilt major 
rivers in the country to check 
flooding, especially when neigh-
bouring countries open their 
dams. 
 
He also urged the government to 
make efforts at desilting River 
Niger and River Benue to deepen 
the depths of the rivers to accom-
modate high volume of flood 
water. 
 
Okowa made the call when he 
visited flood victims at some In-
ternally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
camps in the state. 
 
Camps visited by the governor 
included those at Ogbe-Afor Pri-
mary School and Oneh Primary 
School in Asaba and Ewulu Mixed 
Grammar School, Ewulu in Ani-
ocha South Local Government 
Area. 
 
He told journalists in an interview 
at the end of the visit that the best 
way to end the loss of lives and 
valuables to flood was for the 
government to take proactive 
steps towards stalling perennial 
flooding each time neighbouring 
countries opened their dams. 
 
While commiserating with fami-
lies that lost persons and property 
to the flood, Okowa disclosed that 
five persons died in various com-
munities, adding that 11 holding 

camps had been established to 
take care of those displaced by the 
flood. 
 
To make the camps comfortable, 
he said that daily feeding of the 
IDPs was a priority, and that 
medical facilities and personnel 
were in various camps to take 
care of medical needs of the in-
mates to avoid possible outbreak 
of diseases. 
 
"I was informed by the SSG when 
the team briefed me yesterday 
that as a result of the flood, five 
deaths were recorded, although 
not inside the camps but across 
the state, and that is very unfortu-
nate. 
 
"We have 11 camps that are cur-
rently in place and some of them 
are in schools and some others 
are in high places in some loca-
tions where the schools have been 
overrun by the flood water. 
 
"Climate change, obviously, is 
becoming very impactful globally 
and it is beginning to affect a lot 
of issues. The sea levels are rising 
and so is the water level. 
 
"Another issue is the dam in Cam-
eroon. It always causes a major 
overflow in our river. From the 
preliminary information I have, 
what could be done is to build our 
own holding dams here in Nigeria 
and a regular desilting of our 
rivers. 
 
"And, that is not going to be the 
state government's function. It is 

that of the Federal Government 
because of the type of dam that 
will be built across the river. So, it 
is going to be a major dam. 
 
"So, I believe that it is important 
that the Federal Government will 
look into it very quickly and begin 
to start the process," he stated. 
 
Okowa affirmed that the PDP 
government that would, by the 
grace of God, be headed by Atiku 
Abubakar from 2023, would spare 
no effort in ensuring that the 
construction of dams and desilt-
ing of Rivers Niger and Benue got 
the desired attention because of 
the sufferings of Nigerians occa-
sioned by flood. 
 
"When we look at the pains that 
come to our people cumulatively 
as a result of the flood and the 
destruction it brings, it is so huge 
and runs into several billions. 
 
"So, I think that it is something 
that the Federal Government 
would consider building a dam 
across River Niger to prevent this 
from happening and I believe that 
the PDP government under the 
watch of Atiku will truly take that 
as a priority. 
 
"We are immediately taking care 
of the people in the camp, which 
is the first thing to do by provid-
ing food, security and healthcare 
for them here. 
 
"They have been organised into 
groups and they are cooking for 
themselves and we ensure that 

there is regular supply of food 
items to cook. So, we are sure that 
they are not suffering from any 
form of hunger. 
 
"We can see doctors and nurses 
here, living under the same condi-
tions as the IDPs just to provide 
health care. In two of the camps, 
some pregnant women have al-
ready been delivered by the medi-
cal personnel. 
 
"You can see that they are well 
taken care of. In previous years, 
after their return to their homes, 
we have always provided some 
form of assistance and we will 
also do so this year. We are al-
ways compassionate," the gover-
nor said. 
 
He called on donor agencies and 
well-spirited individuals to part-
ner government in alleviating the 
plights of those affected by the 
flood, adding that his administra-
tion would give assistance to 
those in IDPs’ camps as soon as 
the flood was over. 
 
Ogbe-Afor Primary School camp 
has 1,548 IDPs, Oneh Primary 
School,1,684 IDPs and 1,475 in 
the camp at Ewulu. 
 
Highpoint of the visit were prima-
ry school children among the 
IDPs seen receiving lessons from 
teachers in an improvised class-
room at Ogbe-Afor Primary 
School camp in Asaba. 

Flood: Build Dams, Desilt Major Rivers, Okowa Urges 

Vio Calls For Extra Care Among Motorists On Flooded Roads  

In order not to be victim of accident 
in flooded Roads, the Ministry of 
Transport has cautioned motorists 
and other road users to be extra 
careful. 
 
The Director of Vehicle Inspection 
Officer (VIO) Engr. Vincent Ehiwar-
io has charged motorists and other 
users to be extremely careful in 
flooded areas not to fall victim of 
unpleasant consequences. 
 
Ehiwario gave the charge when he 
answered questions from the Press 
concerning the terrible reports of 

deaths and losing of properties due 
to the ravaging floods, being experi-
enced in 27 States of the Federation. 
 
The Director explained, saying: 
“When the roads are flooded and 
flowing with high velocity, there is 
the tendency for tyres to lose their 
grip on tarred roads, and sometimes 
causing uncontrollable maneuvers 
and spinning of the vehicle.” 
 
He added that motorists should be 
cautious of driving through flooded 
roads to prevent engine damage, 
accident and other unforeseen oc-

currences.     
 
He warned motorists not to throw 
their caution to the winds by not 
observing road signs and other 
warning signs, thereby putting the 
lives of commuters and other roads 
users at risk. 
 
Ehiwario added that life is sacro-
sanct and assured motorists and 
commuters to call on the Vehicle 
Inspection Officers when the need 
arises for their assistance. 
 
According to Ehiwario, the Commis-

sioner for Transport, Chief Mike 
Okah has called on all Vehicle In-
spection Officers (VIOs) to be on 
alert and available to help motorists 
during this period of flood. He 
charged motorists to look for alter-
native routes to prevent damage to 
engines and to avoid road mishaps.    
 
Motorist and commuters have been 
enjoined to be patient with them-
selves in flooded areas, so as not to 
compound issues of managing the 
passable portion of such roads. 
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Insurance 

Delta State Government (DTSG) 
has been commended for its re-
lentless commitment in providing 
basic healthcare services in the 
state through its health insurance 
program. 
  
Lagos State Commissioner for 
Health, Prof. Akin Abayomi, gave 
the commendation in his office 
during a meeting with the Gov-
erning Board and Management of 
the Delta State Contributory 
Health Commission (DSCHC) 
and its Lagos State counterpart.  
 
The Delta team, which was led by 
the Chairman of the Governing 
Board of the Delta State Contrib-
utory Health Commission, Dr 
Isaac Akpoveta, was in Lagos 
State on a PEER Review Study 
Tour to the Lagos State Health 
Insurance Scheme to share ideas 
on how best to enhance health 
insurance service in Nigeria. 
 
While welcoming the Delta 
team, the health commissioner 
emphasised that both states had a 

lot to learn from each other in the 
sense that there were some prac-
tices in Delta State that Lagos 
State Government (LASG) could 
emulate, likewise Delta.  
 
"Delta has a very good strategy 
and political will that is an added 
advantage to achieving a great 
success." 
 
"We are very happy to receive you 
and Lagos will extract more infor-
mation from Delta," Abayomi 
said. 
 
Explaining what made Lagos to 
stand out exceptionally, the com-
missioner stated that the engage-
ment of civil society organisations 
has assisted in the monitoring of 
the scheme adding that it has 
played a vital role in ascertaining 
if the agency was on the right 
track or not.  
 
Prof. Abayomi also noted the 
need to look for an alternative 
means of financing the heath 
scheme, adding that it would help 

to expand the strategies for effec-
tive service delivery. 
 
In an earlier meeting with the 
Lagos State Health Management 
Agency (LASHMA), the General 
Manager, Dr. Emanuella Zamba, 
while welcoming the Delta State 
team, pointed out that Delta and 
Lagos were the only two states at 
the forefront, driving the health 
insurance scheme in the country.  
 
Dr. Zamba noted that if the two 
states got it right, other states 
would embrace and key into the 
scheme, adding that "together, 
the health for all shall be 
achieved." 
 
Responding, the DG/CEO of the 
Delta State Contributory Health 
Commission (DSCHC), Dr Ben 
Nkechika, said that Delta State 
was well focused in its drive to-
wards achieving Universal Health 
Coverage through Health Insur-
ance.  
 
He said that the DSCHC was in 

the Lagos State to find out the 
possible challenges Lagos State 
was encountering in implement-
ing its scheme and how they have 
been able to surmount those 
challenges. 
 
He added that the visit was also 
to find out how the DSCHC could 
improve from the lessons learnt 
from its interactions with Lagos 
State Health Scheme and sustain 
its scheme. 
 
In his remarks, the DSCHC Gov-
erning Board Chairman, Dr Ak-
poveta commended the Lagos 
State Government for operating 
with a strong and organised team, 
adding that the country needs an 
improved health service delivery 
to enhance its drive towards 
achieving UHC by 2030  

Health Insurance Scheme:  DTSG Gets Commendations From LASG 

The Warri Correctional Centre 
on Okere Road, Warri South 
Local Government Area, popu-
larly known as Okere Prison, 
has been approved by the West 
African Examination Council to 
take the Senior Secondary 
Examination Certificate  
 
This was disclosed by the Dep-
uty Controller of Corrections 
DCC Edo Joseph Ineku today 
when he and his team , ACC 
Rev. Bernard Omoko, ASC 
Cletus Oluku and others, paid 
the Warri South Council Chair-
man Dr Michael Tidi a courtesy 
visit in the Secretariat Welcom-
ing the visiting team, 

Dr.Michael Tidi 
congratulated 
the DCC Edo 
Joseph Ineku on 
his redeploy-
ment to Warri, 
assuring him of 
the Council 
support at all 
times in speedy 
dispensation of 
their duties  
 
“I appreciate 

you and your team for the visit, 
Warri is known for peace and 
security, as a stakeholder in 
Warri South in terms of securi-
ty, you are important to us.  
 
Here in Warri South we believe 
in collaboration of all stake-
holders in prevention of crime 
in Warri, we are proactive in 
terms of security of our people 
 
I must not forget to commend 
your level of professionalism 
and how you operate your skill 
acquisition Centre in reforming 
and refining the inmates he 
added” 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS PATHFINDERS ASSOCIATION, KWALE, DELTA STATE 
 

THIS IS TO INFORM THE GENERAL PUBLIC THAT THE ABOVE NAMED HAS APPLIED 

TO THE CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION (CAC) ABUJA FOR REGISTRATION OF 

TRUSTEES UNDER PART ‘F’ OF COMPANIES AND ALLIED MATTERS ACT, (CAMA 2020) 

 

THE TRUSTEES ARE: 

 

1 EJIKEME AUGUSTINE ELOKA - CHAIRMAN 

 

2.  ODAFEIJIEWE RACHEAL ENAJITE   - SECRETARY 

 

3.  OBINANI MARTINS ELOKA  

 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES  

1. TO EDUCATE PEOPLE ON THEIR FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS 

2. TO SUPPORT THOSE WHO ARE AFFECTED BY HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE 

 

ANY OBJECTION TO THIS REGISTRATION SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO THE REGIS-

TRAR-GENERAL, CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION, PLOT 420 TIGRIS CRESCENT, 

OFF AGUIYI-IRONSI STREET, MAITAMA, ABUJA WITHIN 28 DAYS OF THIS PUBLICA-

TION. 

 

Signed: 

Secretary 

PUBLIC NOTICE Okere Prison Gets Approval For Waec Centre  

In his remark the Deputy Controller of Correction DCC Edo Joseph 
Ineku, noted that the courtesy visit to the Chairman is part of his familiariza-
tion since his arrival in April 2022 
 
“It is clear that the synergy among stakeholders in criminal justice system is 
key, only the federal government cannot do this alone, hence we need your 
assistance,” he said. 
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Four inmates at the Sapele 
Correctional Centre were 
freed as two teenagers at the 
Remand Home in Sapele were 
granted bail, when the Chief 
Judge of Delta State, Justice 
Theresa Diai paid a working 
visit to both institutions. 
  
At the correctional centre, 212 
cases were looked into and at 
the end of the day, four in-
mates were set free. 
  

They include Oghenevwegba 
Moses, Onoriode Ibru, and 
Adams Junior Ufuoma.  
  
Speaking with one of the 
freed inmates, Onoriode Ibru, 
he said it was the death of a 
visitor who visited him and 
drank Sniper at his place that 
brought him to the correc-
tional centre. 
 
At the Remand Home, 10 
cases of children within the 

ages of 14 and 17 years were 
treated. 
  
Two of the children were 
granted bail at the end of the 
day. Their cases are to contin-
ue at Agbor and Asaba. 
  
The children granted bail 
were Chiemere Nneje and 
Israel Libor who hails from 
Okwe and Ibusa respectively. 
  
The Chief Judge noted that 

after children are brought for 
trial and remanded, there is 
hardly any follow up, making 
the children to remain at the 
remand home for months. 
  
Justice Diai admonished the 
freed inmates to be of good 
conduct as they go back to the 
society. She equally promised 
to take another look at cases 
that could not be concluded 
today. 

Four Inmates Freed, Two Teenagers Granted Bail At Sapele  

Delta State Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) Governorship Candi-
date for the 2023 general elections, 
Rt. Hon. Sheriff Francis Obo-
revwori, today   dedicated his victo-
ry at the Supreme Court of Nigeria 
to Almighty God and the people of 
Delta State.  
  
Oborevwori, in a press state-
ment, quoted Psalms 126: 1-3: 
”When the Lord turned again the 
captivity of Zion, we were like them 
in that dream. Then was our mouth 
filled with laughter, our tongue 
with singing: then said they among 
the heathen, The Lord hath done 
great things for them. The Lord 
hath done great things for us; 
whereof we are glad." 
  
While describing his victory as 
divine, he expressed gratitude to 

Deltans for their unflinching sup-
port and prayers and promised not 
to take their show of love for grant-
ed.  
  
He maintained that the judiciary 
had once again proved that it was 
the last hope of the common man 
and commended the panel of jus-
tices of the Supreme Court for their 
courage and for standing by the 
truth. 
  
The PDP governorship candidate, 
who is also the Speaker of the Delta 
State House of Assembly, thanked 
the National Chairman of the PDP, 
Senator Iyorchia Ayu, members of 
the National Working Committee 
(NWC) and other party leaders for 
their steadfastness and support in 
his nomination by the party.  
  

Similarly, Rt. Hon. Oborevwori 
thanked the leader of the PDP in 
Delta State, Governor Ifeanyi 
Okowa, pressure; the governor's 
wife, Dame Edith; the state chair-
man of the party and all party lead-
ers for their support since he 
emerged the party flag bearer on 
Wednesday, 25th May, 2022. 
  
The speaker also thanked his col-
leagues for standing by him 
throughout the journey from the 
Federal High Court all the way to 
the Supreme Court.  
  
"I am grateful to all the support 
groups made up of women, youths 
and several stakeholders for believ-
ing in the course and for standing 
firm by the mandate,” the speaker 
said.  
  

He lauded them for their sacrifice 
in travelling all the way to Abuja to 
witness the landmark judgment on 
Friday, October 21st, 2022 in spite 
of the challenges occasioned by the 
flood on the Abuja road and the 
high cost of airfare.  
  
Oborevwori further thanked his 
legal team for their firepower and 
rising to the occasion when it mat-
tered most.  
  
"At the end of it all, there is no 
victor and no vanquished. I enjoin 
all PDP faithful to put the past 
behind and work for the success of 
the party in the forthcoming gen-
eral elections. Together we can do 
more and achieve more to advance 
Delta State to a newer level," he 
added.  

Supreme Court Judgement: Oborevwori Dedicates Victory To God, Deltans  

Following the outcry of Deltans, 
relating to the tragic occurrence of 
flood, which have severely ravaged 
lives and properties in some parts 
of the State, the Delta State Oil 
Producing Area Development 
Commission (DESOPADEC), in 
conjunction with the Delta State 
Ministry of Environment, as well 
as the State Task Force on Envi-
ronment, Asaba, have embarked 
on the clearing of drainages and 
canals. 
  
Tony Okuwe who led the team, has 

condemned the attitude of people 
taking drainages and canals as 
their refuse dump sites, stating 
that this attitude has contributed 
immensely to the blockage of 
drainages and canals, which inten-
sifies flooding whenever it rains in 
Warri and its environment. 
 
Okuwe who stated this during the 
ongoing cleaning exercise in Jakpa 
Road, attest that the exercise 
which has been ongoing for two 
weeks, is mainly financed by 
DESOPADEC, and it have already 

cleared major drains and canals in 
Udu, Warri, and some parts of 
Isoko. 
 
Speaking further, Mr Okuwe stat-
ed that the project was, however, 
targeted at all DESOPADEC desig-
nated areas in Delta State. 
 
While commenting on the chal-
lenges encountered, he submitted 
that people whose businesses were 
around the area of operation were 
negative about the exercise, saying 
that they felt they were disturbing 

their business, not knowing that 
the exercise was actually for their 
good. 
 
Though there was a traffic jam at 
the scene of the exercise, as a pay 
loader took over a section of the 
road while evacuating waste and 
dirt, the exercise was seen to be an 
effective solution to environmental 
problems in the area. 

DESOPADEC Calls For Environmental Cleanliness, Clears Drainages, Canals In Jakpa 
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Okowa Reveals Why NDDC Failed Under APC 

Delta Governor and Vice-

Presidential Candidate of the Peo-

ples Democratic Party (PDP), Sen 

Dr Ifeanyi Okowa, today said Niger 

Delta Development Commission 

(NDDC) and other institutions of 

government failed under the All 

Progressives Congress (APC))-led 

federal government because they 

lacked knowledge of their mandate. 

 

Okowa stated this in his remarks at 

the Edo State PDP Presidential 

Campaign held at the Samuel Og-

bemudia Stadium, Benin City. 

 

He said that 

PDP made a 

great choice in 

Atiku Abuba-

kar as its pres-

idential candi-

date because 

of his 

knowledge of 

governance 

and challenges 

bedevilling the 

country. 

 

Okowa 

stressed that 

NDDC and 

other govern-

ment agencies 

failed to deliv-

er on their 

mandate for 

the people due 

largely to igno-

rance and 

ineptitude. 

According to him, the PDP has 

made a great choice for the people 

of the Niger Delta because Atiku 

Abubakar understands the prob-

lems in the region. 

 

"He knows all the states in the 

Niger Delta and it was during his 

time as Vice President that the 

Niger Delta Development Commis-

sion was established. 

 

"The NDDC was doing well but in 

the last seven years, we have not 

seen the hands of NDDC in our 

states because those who came in, 

the APC government, don't know 

the purpose for which the NDDC 

was established. 

 

"A lot of institutions that were es-

tablished before the APC govern-

ment came on board have not been 

put into effective use because the 

APC-led Federal Government 

doesn't know how the institutions 

came about. 

 

"The PDP government knows how 

to run the economy in such a man-

ner that it will be good for all the 

youths and the women and for all 

Nigerians. 

 

"Unfortunately, in the last seven 

and half years, our economy has 

been marred by hunger; it has been 

in poverty and poverty and our 

people are unhappy and dying. 

 

"We have brought a man, Atiku 

Abubakar, who we know is going to 

revive our economy and ensure that 

there is creation of more jobs so 

that our youths will be gainfully 

employed," he said. 

 

Okowa added that "one other good 

thing is that Atiku Abubakar is the 

only man that understands the 

issues of the states - that the states 

need more money, the states need 

more power. 

 

"He has promised us that he is 

going to devolve more power and 

more resources to every state gov-

ernment and to the local govern-

ments. 

 

"This is what we need to develop 

our states. He is the only presiden-

tial candidate who is sincere to this 

and he has been talking about it." 

 

He affirmed that the people of the 

South-South and the Niger Delta 

believed in Atiku's capacity to de-

liver good governance for the peo-

ple. 

 

"l want to plead that all our youths 

should go forth and start to con-

vince all other youths that the new 

Nigeria that we need is a Nigeria 

that will create hope for you and 

this will happen when Atiku Abu-

bakar is president. 

 

"To God be the glory, he has chosen 

one of us, myself, a son of the 

South-South as his running mate. I 

want to reassure you that l am one 

of you and together we will work to 

deliver a new Nigeria for our peo-

ple," he stated.  

Addressing the mammoth crowd at 

the stadium, the Presi-

dential Candidate, 

Atiku Abubakar, 

pledged to partner the 

private sector in the 

provision of an effec-

tive rail system in the 

country, if elected. 

 

He outlined other 

specific areas of con-

cern to include eco-

nomic revival, ade-

quate security, unity 

among Nigerians, 

devolution of power to 

states and local gov-

ernment councils, 

compulsory education, 

infrastructural trans-

formation and other 

developmental chal-

lenges inhibiting the 

socio-economic 

growth of the nation. 

 

He thanked the people of Edo for 

the massive votes given to the party 

in 2019 and charged them to re-

double the feat in 2023 to enable 

them reap more dividends of de-

mocracy. 

 

Abubakar reaffirmed that the PDP 

was on a rescue mission to address 

the monumental pains inflicted on 

Nigerians by the APC-led federal 

government from 2015.  
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Governor Ifeanyi Okowa of Delta 

State has charged Christian lead-

ers and faithful in the country to 

bear good fruits to draw men and 

women to God. 

 

Okowa, who is the Vice-

Presidential Candidate of the 

Peoples Democratic Party 

(PDP), made the call at the 30th 

anniversary of Heroes of Faith 

Ministries and 40 years in the 

Ministry of Bishop Kingsley 

Enakirerhi held on Sunday at 

Ughelli. 

 

He congratulated Bishop Ena-

kirerhi on the spiritual and 

physical impact of the ministry, 

and affirmed that contribution 

of any church to the society was 

not in the church building but in 

the souls won for Christ. 

 

He urged Church leaders to use 

their position to offer meaning-

ful advice to public office hold-

ers to enable them perform better 

for societal development, stress-

ing that any position one found 

himself in life was a platform to 

leave enviable legacies. 

 

Remarking that studying God's 

words often brought greater 

knowledge to Christians, the 

governor advised Christians to be 

deeply rooted in the gospel to 

enable them make greater ex-

ploits in the service of God. 

 

He reminded the chief celebrant 

of the need to see the successes 

recorded by him as a call to do 

more for God and humanity. 

 

"Today is a double celebration in 

the life of Bishop Enakirerhi and I 

thank God for the lives he has 

ministered to for the last several 

years because that is what he will 

be remembered for on the last 

day. 

 

"It's not so long since I got myself 

close to our Lord Bishop but he 

has become my very good friend 

and also a mentor in the Christian 

life. You know, when you are a 

Governor, not too many people 

talk very frankly with you. 

 

"But our Bishop speaks to me 

regularly and I thank God that in 

our conversation, I have learnt a 

lot. He is also someone who is 

also passionate about friendship.  

"I believe that when fathers in the 

Lord get closer to the people in 

authority, there is a lot of impact 

it makes in the lives of people in 

authority. 

 

"I want to urge our father in the 

Lord and other fathers like him to 

continue the good work because 

in drawing men closer to yourself, 

you help men to draw closer to 

God. 

 

"I thank you for all that you have 

done for me as governor and the 

great strides you have made in 

the Pentecostal Fellowship in 

Delta State. 

 

"When people are in positions of 

authority, it is important to leave 

a mark and God will forever rest 

His grace on you and your family 

for that which you are planting," 

he said. 

 

Okowa said that the celebration 

was for the growth of the church 

and the many souls lifted from 

the kingdom of darkness to light.  

"We celebrate today because 

there is a success story. The suc-

cess story is not in the buildings 

that I see but in the souls that 

have been brought to the church; 

brought out of darkness into 

light. 

 

"I urge you to continue to work 

until the very last day. You are a 

very godly man and content in all 

aspects of life and I urge everyone 

of us to emulate that life of con-

tentment. 

 

"Every child of God is supposed 

to be an epistle because your life 

and acts may be that which will 

convert the next person to serve 

God. And when you do the wrong 

thing as a Christian, you may just 

be driving the next soul that 

would worship God. 

 

"My lord Bishop, I want to 

thank you because your life 

has become a role model in 

Christendom and a lot of peo-

ple speak about it. 

 

"As a Bishop, a lot of people 

will be looking at you to see if 

you would make mistakes, but 

when your life is real in ser-

vice to Christ, you find that 

your congregation will emu-

late you and that will bring 

many more persons to God," 

the governor stated. 

 

Earlier in a sermon titled 

"Forget Not His Benefits," the 

General Overseer of Heroes of 

Faith Ministry, Bishop Kings-

ley Enakirerhi said he was 

appreciating God for keeping him 

in the faith for 40 years and 30th 

anniversary of the church. 

 

Bishop Enakirerhi who is the 

Delta State Chairman, Pentecos-

tal Fellowship of Nigeria (PFN), 

said no man should stay a day 

without appreciating God for the 

gift of life and achievements rec-

orded. 

 

According to him, any earthly 

blessing that does not positively 

impact on the lives of others and 

the society at large, was worthless 

hence the need to be a blessing to 

all. 

 

The highpoints of the service 

included presentation of award of 

excellence on Governor Okowa, 

ordination of some members of 

the church as clergymen and 

women as well as special thanks-

giving for the anniversary.  

Okowa Tasks Religious Leaders On Mentorship  
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Flood: Price Of Garri Soars In Warri  

The price of garri, Delta State's 
most staple foodstuff have soared 
in Warri, no thanks to the ravaging 
flood. 
  
A survey carried out by our corre-
spondent in some markets in War-
ri at the time of filing this re-
port, indicated that a basket of 
garri was sold for one thousand, 
three hundred naira as against the 
previous price of one thousand, 
one hundred naira. 
  

It was also gathered that most 
communities which were major 
suppliers of garri had been sub-
merged by flood. 
  
A seller of the foodstuff in Morning 
Market in the Warri Garage area 
simply identified as Madam Garri 
said the affected communities were 
in Isoko Nation, Ndokwa Nation , 
Uwherun and Evwreni ( both in 
Ughelli North Local Government 
Area) among others.  
  

She lamented that the flood has 
washed away farm lands in the 
said areas. 
  
The garri seller who hails from 
Evwreni stated that the only means 
of transportation between Evwreni 
to Uwherun Market was by ferry 
owing to the flood. 
  
She expressed fear that the price of 
garri will soar higher in the near 
future because according to her 
Agbor, Umutu and Orhonigbe in 

Edo State were now the major 
areas of supply of garri since the 
menace of the flood. 
  
The market survey of garri in 
Uvwie Local Government Area 
could not be carried out as the 
market day of Effurun Market, the 
major market in the ar-
ea,   is coming Saturday 22nd Oc-
tober, 2022. 

Udu Local Government Council of 
Delta State has banned the activi-
ties of scavengers in the local gov-
ernment.  
 
The decision was taken after 
a security meeting held at Udu 
Council Secretarial in Otor Udu. 
  
The ban was contained in a state-
ment signed by the Secretary to 
the local government, Mr Samuel 
Dakpo, stating that hence-
forth, the activities of scrap scav-

engers, popularly known as ‘Iron 
Condemned’ and also the large 
movement of cattle and horses in 
the area will no longer be allowed. 
  
The statement came after a 
monthly security meeting which 
was attended by the local govern-
ment environmental officials and 
security personnel in the area.  
  
According to the statement, the 
ban was as a result of criminality, 
threat and environmental pollu-

tion posed by the operators 
of scavenging and movement of 
cattle in the area. 
  
The authorities stated that the 
activities of scrap scavengers 
(young men usually seen with 
rusty carts) roaming around the 
neighbourhood posed a security 
challenge to the area and therefore 
should be stopped with immediate 
effect.  
  
It also said that open grazing 

would no longer be tolerated be-
tween the traffic caused by 
the movement of cattle along ma-
jor roads and also the pollution 
caused by the feces of cows and 
horses on the major roads. 
  
The Udu authorities therefore 

advised castle and horse owners to 

build ranches for their livestock to 

curb the menace, warning that 

violators would be dealt with ac-

cording to the law.  

Udu Local Government Bans Open Grazing, Activities Of Scrap Scavengers 

The Chairman, Vigilante Group of 

Nigeria (VGN), Aniocha South 

Local Government Area, Mr Victor 

Ugbah, has said the major duty of 

VGN is to protect the citizens 

against external aggression and 

internal disturbance. 

 

Ugbah, who made the remarks 

today in a chat with newsmen at 

Ogwashi-Uku, Delta State, said 

that the group would work effec-

tively to ensure that residents of 

the areas were protected from 

criminals. 

  

He called on members of VGN to 

perform their duties with the fear 

of God, saying that they should 

respect human rights and never 

molest members of the public. 

  

The VGN leader lauded the man-

agement of Delta State Polytech-

nic, Ogwashi-Uku for its support 

to the body, adding that members 

of VGN would not relent in per-

forming their duties, to ensure 

relative peace in the area. 

Vigilante Group Of Nigeria Is Out To Protect Citizens, Ugbah Declares  

Following the Ravaging flood that 
has rendered many homeless and 
has killed more than thirty per-
sons across the state, commuters 
have complained about the high 
cost of transportation across the 
state. 
    
The Commuters who complain 
that a journey that is supposed to 
last two hours, now spend up to 
four hours due to the route the 
motorists pass to get to their desti-

nation as a result of the ravaging 
flood that has made some roads 
not motorable. 
      
They said from Warri to Asaba 
that they usually paid two thou-
sand naira but now two thousand 
five hundred per passenger. 
    
For his part Secretary of National 
union of Road Transport Workers 
NURTW, Uvwie Chapter, Mr Ben-
jamin Ebruseike, said the slight 

increase in the cost of transporta-
tion is temporary and appealed to 
Commuters to exercise Patience 
with Drivers. 
    
He said as soon as the flood sub-
sided the Drivers will return to the 
previous amount they collect for 
transportation. 
  
He however appealed to the Fed-
eral government to complement 
the effort of the state government 

in rehabilitation of Federal roads 
across the state. 
  
At the Agbor park in P.T.I Junc-

tion, a member of the National 

union of Road Transport Workers 

NURTW, Mr Happy America said 

the cost  of transportation from 

Warri to Agbor has not been in-

creased. 

Flooding: Commuters Lament High Cost Of Transportation Across Delta  


