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FEDERAL LAW MAKER COM-

MISSIONS NDDC ROADS IN 

SAPELE—PG 2 

DTSG REITERATES COMMITMENT TO IDENTIFY POTENTIALS OF LEARNERS IN SCIENCE— PAGE 6 

Road Rehabilitation: Uvwie Hails DTSG For Quality Job On Flyover 

The Chairman, Task Force on 
Traffic and Environment, 
Uvwie Local Government Ar-
ea, Hon Isaac Itobi and some 
motorists have hailed the Del-
ta State Government for the 
quality of jobs on the ongoing 
rehabilitation of roads under 
the flyover in Effurun, Uvwie 
Local Government Area. 
  

Itobi, who spoke while fielding 
questions from our corre-
spondent, noted that with as-
sessment of the ongoing reha-
bilitation, the roads would 
stand the test of time. He also 
expressed hope that the pro-
ject would be completed soon 
and seized the opportunity to 
advise motorists in the area to 
always obey traffic rules, 

warning, however, that offend-
ers would be prosecuted ac-
cording to the local govern-
ment council laws on traffic. 
  
A commercial tricycle (keke) 
rider, Gibson Ojaikre and a 
commercial bus driver (aka 
Kelebe) Jasper Effiong were 
also full of praises for Delta 
State Government for the on-

going rehabilitation of roads 
under the said flyover. 
  
They expressed joy that the 
completion of the project 
would ease traffic jams at the 
ever busy road during the 
Yuletide but called for its 
speedy completion.  

WHY WE ARE EXTEND-
ING HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE TO IDPS - DELTA 
GOVT— PG 5 

PRIEST SPEAKS ON POS-
TERITY, DECRIES RISE IN 
DOLLAR, RICE PRICES— 
PG 2 

Delta State Commissioner for Primary Education, Sunday Onoriode flanked by 
the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education, Mr. 
Augustine Oghoro who represented Commissioner for Secondary Education, 
Mrs. Rose Ezewu during the 2022 Award of Excellence for Science Competition / 
Exhibition by Primary and Secondary School Students  
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Politics 

The member representing Sapele / 
Okpe / Uvwie Federal Constituency 
at Green Chambers of the National 
Assembly, Chief Efe Afe has com-
missioned two roads constructed 
Niger Delta Development Commis-
sion ( NDDC ) in Sapele. The roads 
are Akporjevughe and Oghene. 
 
Afe, who urged motorists in the 
area to make good use of the roads, 
noted the roads will boost vehicular 
movements in Sapele. 
 
While thanking NDDC for execu-
tion of the road projects, he re-
marked that the road projects were 
high quality. 
 
Afe however enjoined the Acting 

Managing Director of the Niger 
Delta Development Commission 
(NDDC) Dr. Emmanuel Audu-
Ohwavborua to ensure that the 
commission continued to deliver 
quality projects for the benefit of 
the people of the Niger Delta re-
gion. 
 
H e  c o m m e n d e d  t h e 
host communities of the pro-
jects for giving NDDC and the con-
tractor the enabling environment 
to complete the projects. 
 
Afe seized the opportunity to 
thank President Muhammadu 
Buhari for appointing a Deltan Dr 
Audu-Ohwavborua as the Acting 
MD/CEO of the commission. 

 
While revealing that plans for the 
completion of the East West road 
had commenced, Afe   assured that 
the projects would stand the test of 
time and add value to the lives of 
the people. 
  
The Acting Managing Director 
NDDC.  Dr. Emmanuel Audu- 
Ohwavborua, who was represented 
by a director in NDDC Delta State, 
Mr. Steve Ogheneare, said that the 
drains and culverts constructed on 
the road projects would help to 
channel waters to the nearby river, 
thereby increasing the life span of 
the roads.   
 
The NDDC MD/CEO added that 

the newly constructed 4km Akpor-
jevughe and 2.5km Oghene Roads 
and Drainages both in the Sapele 
metropolis would improve the 
economic lives of the people.  
 
He also commended Sapele com-
munity youth for their peaceful 
disposition during the construction 
work of the roads, which he noted, 
was a link between several of Sape-
le communities. 
 
It was gathered that Sapele Local 
Government Area has benefitted no 
fewer than 166 completed and on-
going projects, courtesy of the Ni-
ger Delta Development Commis-
sion (NDDC).  

Federal Law Maker Commissions NDDC Roads In Sapele  

Sir Byron Unini, one of the newly 
appointed permanent secretaries 
into the Delta State Civil Service, 
who was sworn-in alongside 13 
others on Thursday, has been de-
scribed as a refined and diligent 
officer whose administrative met-
tle has been proven over the years. 
  
Governor Okowa who singled out 
Byron Unini and Nelson Tetsola 
during the swearing-in of 14 per-
manent secretaries at the Unity 
Hall, Government House, Asaba 
paid special accolades to the two 
officers, whom he said he had di-
rectly worked with, for their forth-
rightness and dedication to duty. 
  

The governor remarked that Unini 
had been a loyal and dedicated 
officer whom he had worked with 
from his days when he was com-
missioner for health. 
  
He said that Unini and two other 
officers, including Mr. Maxwell 
Awuse, who has since been ap-
pointed permanent secretary and 
Late Andy Owhofasa, whom he 
worked with closely, proved their 
mettle and commitment to duty. 
  
While expressing joy on Unini’s 
elevation to the position of perma-
nent secretary, Governor Okowa 
congratulated the 14 newly sworn-
in permanent secretaries, saying 
that their appointments were 

based on merit and relative senior-
ity. 
  
Meanwhile, the Chairman of the 
State Universal Basic Education 
Board (SUBEB), Hon. Sunny Ogwu 
has said the appointment and 
subsequent swearing-in of Unini as 
a permanent secretary in the state 
civil service was well deserved. 
  
The SUBEB chairman, who spoke 
to journalists at a reception held in 
honour of Mr Unini, said that his 
appointment was a testament that 
hard work, resourcefulness and 
loyalty pay. 
  
Byron Unini, while on the occa-
sion, thanked the state governor 

on his elevation, even as he appre-
ciated all those that came to cele-
brate with him. 
  
The reception was attended by the 
State Head of Service, Mr. Re-
ginald Bayoko and his wife, Vivian; 
Chairman of Delta State Civil Ser-
vice Commission, Dame Nkem 
Okwuofu; Director General, Delta 
State Capital Territory Develop-
ment Agency, Hon. Joan Onyem-
echi, members, staff and manage-
ment of the board and several 
other dignitaries. 

Unini, Tetsola Receive Accolades From Governor Okowa 

Priest Speaks On Posterity, Decries Rise In Dollar, Rice Prices 

The Parish Priest of Saint Michael 
Catholic Church, Okpanam, Rev. 
Fr Malachi Okonkwo has decried 
the constant rise in the prices of 
dollars against the naira and the 
price of rice. 
  
Fr. Okonkwo said this today while 
delivering his homily to his con-
gregation in Okpanam. 
  

According to him, in 2015, the 
price of dollar to the naira was 
N350 while a bag of rice was 
N14000 but now N890 and 
N44,000 respectively. 
  
He called on all to speak up 
against the present situation as 
posterity would not forgive this 
generation if they fail and chal-
lenged all to speak the truth at all 

times to make this nation a better 
place. 
  
''I am calling on you all today to 
use your different position in gov-
ernment to speak truth to the pre-
sent administration to make life 
better. 
  
''When we are faced with difficult 
situations, we should think of what 
God says to act instead of consid-

ering our own interest even when 
it goes contrary to what God in-
structs," he remarked. 
  
He urged all to bear in mind that 

death would surely come but if one 

died in Christ there was hope of 

resurrection unlike those that died 

without knowing Christ.  
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Delta State Signage and Adver-
tisement Agency, DESAA, has 
cautioned registered outdoor 
advertising practitioners and 
business entities involved in 
outdoor political advertising in 
the state to desist from indis-
criminate installation of unau-
thorized billboards across the 
state. 
 
A statement by the Director of 
Information, Mrs. Theresa Oliko, 
reminded outdoor advertising 
practitioners, businesses and 
political actors in the state that 
there are regulations/guidelines 

on the installation of billboards 
and placements of political ad-
vertisements in Delta State.  
 
The statement said the regula-
tions range from the vetting of 
the adverts by the Advertising 
Regulatory Council of Nigeria 
(ARCON) to the approval of 
structures and placement of 
billboards by DESAA before a 
billboard can be installed.  
 
It emphasized that the adher-
ence to the laid down guidelines 
was to ensure a peaceful political 
campaign environment and also 

to ensure that the beauty of the 
state and safety of its citizens 
were not compromised. 
 
The statement called on the 
public, outdoor advertising prac-
titioners, business owners, polit-
ical parties and politicians that 
have erected unauthorized polit-
ical billboards in Delta State to 
remove them immediately.  
 
It warned that failure to comply 
with the directive would render 
such billboards eligible for re-
moval and confiscation and 
those responsible for the struc-

tures would be made to face 
prosecution.  
 
The statement disclosed that 
DESAA would immediately com-
mence a massive state-wide 
enforcement activity to remove 
any unauthorized billboard and 
that it would not entertain fur-
ther indiscriminate installation 
of billboards and sign posts 
around the state without the 
proper approval, saying that any 
such would be visited with the 
full weight of the law.  

Delta Cautions Against Indiscriminate Installation Of Unauthorized Billboards  

Flooding: Fears Heighten Of More Increases In Food Prices 

The people of Agbarha Warri com-
munity of Edjeba in Warri South 
Local Government Area have been 
lauded over the completion of a 
multipurpose hall project. 
  
HRM London Aforkerhi Itu the 
Ovie of Agbarha Warri King-
dom made the commendation in 
his speech shortly before commis-
sioning the multipurpose hall pro-
ject executed by the people of 
Edjeba Community on Friday 4th 
November, 2022. 
  
He charged leaders of Edjeba Com-
munity and indeed all the commu-

nities in the kingdom to always 
embark on people oriented pro-
jects. 
  
The Unuevwodo (traditional repre-
sentative of the Ovie of Agbarha 
Warri Kingdom) of Edjeba High 
Chief Michael Cashier Ikpuri in his 
welcome address expressed delight 
over the commissioning of the pro-
ject. 
  
He noted that the multipurpose 
hall was a dream come true. 
  

The Agbarha Warri chief also ap-
preciated those that contributed to 
the realisation of the dream. 
  
The Oghwuvwie (President) of the 
community, Comrade Ejiro Ibuak-
evwe spoke to newsmen shortly 
after the event. 
  
He affirmed that the multipurpose 
hall project was the dream of 
Edjeba Agbarha Warri people. 
  
He assured that the people of 
Edjeba Community would make 
good use of the multipurpose hall. 
  

The event featured giving 
of meritorious awards to deserving 
Indigenes and nonindiges of Agbar-
ha Warri Kingdom for their contri-
butions towards the developments 
of the community and indeed 
Agbarha Warri Kingdom. 
  
The member representing Warri 
South Constituency 11 at the Delta 
State House of Assembly, Hon 
Matthew Opuoru and the Chairman 
of Warri South Local Government 
Council, Dr Michael Tidi were 
among eminent dignitaries sighted 
at the epoch-making event.  

In a bid to cater for the Inter-
nally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
who are not sheltered in the 
camps, the Delta State Govern-
ment has approved distribu-
tion of relief materials to these 
category of persons. 
 
The Secretary to the State Gov-
ernment (SSG), Chief Patrick 
Ukah, made this known when 
he handed over cheques to the 
council chairmen of the im-
pacted communities in his 
office in Asaba. 

 
Chief Ukah noted that the 
state government recognized 
the fact that some communi-
ties impacted by the flood had 
set up camps by themselves 
and there was need to also 
provide relief materials for 
them to cushion the effect of 
the flood on them. 
 
The SSG warned against di-
verting the relief materials for 
the IDPs as this was tanta-
mount to stealing. 

 
He commended individuals 
and various groups who have 
so far donated relief materials 
to the IDPs camps and solicit-
ed for more donations to the 
camps. 
 
Meanwhile, Chief Ukah on 
Saturday visited the IDPs 
camp at Ewulu, Aniocha South 
Local Government Area of the 
state. 
 
He was conducted round the 

camp by the Camp Comman-
dant, Mrs. Florence Ukwata. 
Areas visited includes the 
kitchen, store and medical 
facility, among others. 
 
The visit coincided with the 
donation of relief materials to 
the IDPs in Ewulu by Onu Ika 
Nigeria. 
 
The camp has a total of 2,538 

displaced persons made up of 

228 men, 339 women and 1911 

children.  

DTSG Caters For Flood Victims Not In IDPs Camps 
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Insurance 

The Technical Educator of 
Marshals Inspectorate Train-
ing School (MITS) Owa-Alero, 
in Ika North East Local Gov-
ernment Area, Mr. Isecha 
Mudi has attributed poor 
knowledge on driving to ma-
jor cause of road crashes in 
Nigeria. 
 
Mr. Mudi made this known 
while addressing worshippers 
at Living Faith Church (aka 
Winners’ Chapel) Agbor in 
Ika South Local Government 
Area of Delta State during 
their service yesterday. 
 
According to him, road crash-

es were one of the leading 
cause of death in Nigeria and 
the third highest cause of 
death in the country. 
 
While stressing that crashes 
were avoidable, Mudi said: 
"Between 2013 and 2020 
about 41,409 individuals lost 
their lives in road accident. 
More than sixteen persons die 
monthly as a result of road 
crashes while about two peo-
ple die daily." 
 
He noted that the Federal 
Road Safety Corp established 
the Inspectorate Training 
School, Owa-Alero to curb 

poor driving culture in the 
country. 
 
"The training school among 
others things is designed to 
equip drivers with safety tips 
and educate them on the im-
portance of relationship with 
other road users. 
 
"We have come to encourage 
you on the need to avail your-
self or your drivers the oppor-
tunity to be exposed to mod-
ern discoveries about driv-
ing," he stated. 
 
In his remarks, the Resident 
Pastor of Living Faith Church, 

Agbor, Pastor Paul Olubo 
charged members of the 
church to always go through 
the required training before 
driving on any public road. 
 
"You don't need only mantle 
to stay alive, you need wis-
dom. We must go for 
knowledge in order to go 
through life with ease," he 
stated. 
 
While praying for members of 
the church, he urged them to 
always apply caution while 
driving. 

FRSC Blames Road crashes On Poor driving knowledge 

As the rising cost of building 
materials continues to impact 
rentals and the cost of delivery 
affordable housing for citizens, 
Asaba residents have continue 
to lament over the continuous 
increase in rent. 
 
In an interview with a building 
developer/residents,  Mr. Mi-
chael Ejiro in Asaba, he said 

over 60 percent of total cost of 
building construction is ex-
pended on materials as a result 
of price increase while the re-
maining 40 percent is spent on 
labour.  
 
He explained further that the 
prices of essential building ma-
terials such as reinforcement, 
s a n d ,  r o o f i n g  s h e e t , 

tiles cement and granite, has 
increased by over 100 percent 
in the last years adding that 
these Development has affected 
the price of rent in Asaba.  
 
Ejiro stated that the average 
price of one bedroom flats in 
Asaba is about 300,000-400 
000 yearly while two/three 
bedroom starts from 500,000-

to over one million naira.  
 
Another residents Sam Enemeri 
said until government inter-
venes by ensuring the produc-
tion of building materials local-
ly, the cost of construction 
would remain high consequent-
ly increase in rent.  

ADVERTISE HERE 

ADVERTISE HERE 

Asaba Residents Deplore Increases In Rental Costs, Building Materials 

Special Feature: How STEP Uplifted My Financial Status- Gerard  

Innocent Gerard is the 
CEO of Gerard Con-
cept. He hails from 
Oshimili North Local 
Government Area. He 
has an HND before he 
got enrolled in the 
Delta State Govern-
ment’s Skills Training 
and Entrepreneurs 
Programme (STEP) in 
the 2019/2020 STEP 
in which he received 
training in ICT Ser-
vices. Two years later, 

Gerard shares his ex-
perience of business 
success. “I have a doc-
umentation center in 

the main campus of 
Delta State Polytech-
nic, Ogwashi-Uku 
where I carry out ICT 

services such as type-
setting, photocopying, 
Cybercafé, computer 
networking etc. I de-
veloped my skills in 
the area of installation 
of CCTV cameras. I 
now install CCTV 
cameras and intercom 
communication gadg-
ets. I have trained 
three persons and 
have employed two. 
  
“Currently, I also 

work as a supervisor of con-
tractors at a notable resort cen-
ter in Asaba. My financial state 
has improved. I have roofed my 
house from the proceeds from 
STEP training and my wife and 
children are well taken care of.” 
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Director-General of the Delta 
State Contributory Health Com-
mission, Dr Ben Nkechika has 
said that the state government 
was providing health insurance to 
internally displaced persons in 
the state because their means of 
livelihood have been eroded by 
the ravaging flood. 
 
Nkechika stated this at a joint 
press conference in Asaba with 
the Commissioner for Infor-
mation, Mr Charles Aniagwu, and 
explained that the state govern-
ment was determined to provide 
access to quality health services 
to all residents of the state irre-
spective of their socio-economic 
status and geographical location. 
 
He noted that with the enroll-
ment of the internally displaced 
persons into the Contributory 
Health Insurance, they would 
have access to free quality health 
care for one year even after leav-
ing the camps. 
 
According to him, the Commis-

sion is an agency of government 
established to implement the 
mandatory Delta State Contribu-
tory Health Scheme which is a 
health care financing programme 
geared towards ensuring access to 
quality health care services for all 
residents of Delta state. 
 
"The programme started in Janu-
ary 2017 and till date we have 
over 1.2 million enrollees which is 
the highest in the country. 
 
"The scheme is powered by 500 
health facilities both government 
and private health care facilities 
accredited to provide health ser-
vices under the scheme. 
 
"Part of our mandate is meeting 
the health needs of people and we 
are currently faced with a situa-
tion where some people have 
been displaced as a result of the 
flood and they are largely going to 
have economic challenges which 
has affected their ability to have 
quality health care. 
 

"They have lived in very rural 
communities and we are register-
ing them into the scheme through 
an electronic process for the fam-
ily three, father mother and chil-
dren. 
 
"We issue them with an identity 
card and with that they are able 
to refer them from an IDP camp 
to any of the public or private 
health care facilities for more care 
beyond what the camp can pro-
vide. 
 
"All of these service is going to be 
done through the Delta State 
Contributory Health Commission 
and the premium would be paid 
for by the state government and it 
means they would be attended to 
free of charge for one year at any 
of the hospitals they are referred 
to even when they go back to 
their homes," he said. 
 
He further said "the biggest chal-
lenge to accessibility of health 
care for most poor people is af-
fordability because we have seen 

situations where one medical 
challenge can wipe out a family's 
earnings before the health condi-
tion is beyond what they can pay 
for. 
 
"So this programme is designed 
to ensure that access is available 
to all people. Our strategy is to 
ensure that wherever you are in 
Delta you should be able to have 
access to quality health services. 
 
"The premium is just N7, 000 per 
annum which is subsidised by the 
state government for those who 
can afford to pay but for those 
who cannot, the government pays 
for them under the equity health 
plan. 
 
"We also have funding from the 
federal government under the 
basic health care provision fund 
which we add to our equity health 
plan to provide free health care 
services to all vulnerable people 
in Delta State," he stated.  

Why We Are Extending Health Insurance To IDPS - Delta Govt 

The Governor of Delta State, 
Dr. Ifeanyi Okowa is commit-
ted to the completion and com-
missioning of the Warri/
Effurun Flood Control Measure 
projects, Phase I and 
II handling by Levant Con-
struction Company and 
CCECC. 
 
This was disclosed by the Di-
rector General, Warri/Uvwie 
and Environs Special Area De-
velopment Agency (WUEDA), 
Comrade. Ovuozourie Macau-
lay in Warri when visited by the 
Delta State Project Monitoring 
Commissioner and his team.  
 
He mentioned that he has told 
both Contractors handling the 
project to see to its completion 
by February 2023 as the Gover-
nor is determined to commis-
sion all projects, even as he 
maintained that the integrity of 

job must be protected. 
 
"The project though not yet 
completed but the impact has 
already been felt in the envi-
ronment.  In the last two years 
the cry of flooding has drasti-
cally reduced in most affected 
areas, as most of the areas ex-
periencing flood when it rains 
heavily were not flooded as 
usual in the raining season due 
to the impact of the project 
ongoing in those areas " he 
said. 
 
"The major cause of flooding in 
this environment is 80% man 
made as they have built across 
the waterways which is a seri-
ous challenge to Government, 
but the Governor is sensitive to 
the plight of the people and 
that is why he is determined to 
see all project completed and 
commission before he leaves 

office next year." he stated. 
 
In his response, the Honorable 
Commissioner, Project Moni-
toring,  
Chief. Tony Ofoni commended 
the efforts of the Director Gen-
eral, and stressed that he has 
known him for years as a result 
oriented leader, even as he ex-
pressed satisfaction knowing 
that most of the ministries are 
represented in the Agency to 
help achieve a good job. 
 
He stressed that the essence of 
inspecting projects in the state 
is to ensure that Contractors do 
a standard job as specification 
demanded, as jobs that did not 
meet up to the expectation of 
the Governor will not be ac-
cepted. 
 
"The Governor does not take 
nonsense, he needs results, and 

a lot of contracts have been 
invoked for not doing well. Fi-
nal inspection will be carried 
out on every project in the State 
before payment will be made to 
ensure that projects are well 
executed." he said. 
 
The Commissioner expressed 
satisfaction at the level of work 
done so far when he visited 
some of the project sites in 
Warri and Uvwie,  phase I and 
II respectively, and urged the 
contractors to put more effort 
in speeding up the work to en-
sure that they deliver as at 
when due. 
 
Some of the project sites visited 
by the Commissioner and his 
team are Eboh road, Okere 
Road by the bridge, Aja-
mimogha Link Road and PTI 
Road, Effurun. 

Okowa To Inaugurate Flood-Control Projects Before End Of Tenure  
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DTSG Reiterates Commitment To Identify Potentials Of Learners In Science 

Delta State Government 
(DTSG) has reiterated its com-
mitment to identify the poten-
tials in all learners in Primary 
and Secondary Schools in the 
field of Science so as to guaran-
tee a better and safer tomor-
row. 
 
The State Commissioner for 
Primary Education, Chief Sun-
day Onoriode stated this in 
Asaba on the occasion of 
presentation of awards to 
the pupils and students who 
emerged first, second and 
third in 
the 
2022 
Science 
Exhibi-
tion 
Com-

petition. 
 
Chief Onoriode said that 
Okowa administration had 
continued to encourage talent-
ed learners to be able to actual-
ize their dreams in schools be-
fore they got destructed. He 
said that the projects made by 
the learners in primary schools 
demonstrated the State Gov-
ernment's desire to awaken the 
spirit of hard work among chil-
dren. 
 

The Commissioner noted that 
over 2000 pupils who partici-
pated in the preliminary stage 
of the competition from both 
private and public primary 
schools in Delta State, 75 pupils 
participated during the zonal 
stage. 
 
He further stated that 21 pupils 
took part in the final contest, 
adding that 3 were selected to 
be given awards for their out-
standing performances. 
 
In her keynote address, the 

State Commissioner for Sec-
ondary Education, Mrs. Rose 
Ezewu, who was represented by 
the Permanent Secretary in 
Ministry of Basic and Second-
ary Education, Mr. Augustine 
Oghoro said that the students 
had proven to be good and wor-
thy ambassadors of the state. 
 
Mrs. Ezewu stated that they 
had shown to be good discipli-
narian with strong morals and 
academic determination espe-
cially for achieving such envia-

ble record of academic and 
moral glories. 
 
The Secondary Education Com-
missioner said that the State 
Government had deemed it fit 
to recognize six students, three 
each from the junior and senior 
secondary. 
 
She hinted that over 4,000 
students participated during 
the preliminary in both private 
and public secondary schools in 
the state, adding that 150 stu-
dents participated in the zonal 

stage. Mrs. Ezewu also stated 
that 42 students took part in 
the final examination and 6 
students were selected to re-
ceive an award, stressing that 
the award was aimed at encour-
aging to attain higher levels in 
their educational pursuit. 
 
Earlier in her welcome address, 
the Director of Science Educa-
tion, Mrs. Hope Igumbor said 
that the competition was done 
in three stages with the prelim-
inary conducted in the 25 Local 

Government Areas while the 
zonal and final competitions 
were done in 7 centers and 
Government Model Secondary 
school, Asaba respectively. 
 
Mrs. Igumbor, however, com-
mended the State Governor, 
Senator Dr. Ifeanyi Okowa, 
Commissioner for Primary Ed-
ucation, Chief Sunday Onori-
ode and the Commissioner for 
Secondary Education, Mrs. 
Rose Ezewu for the opportunity 
given to her department to 
hunt for the talents who were 

pre-

sented with awards of excel-
lence. 
 
It could be recalled that three 
pupils from Primary School 
category were honored with 
awards, three students also 
received from junior secondary 
also received awards while 
three from the secondary cate-
gory were presented with 
awards.  
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Nigerian Society of Engineers 
(NSE), Warri Branch, has restat-
ed its call on Delta State Govern-
ment to implement the en-
hanced entry point for engi-
neers in the state public service. 
  
This was contained in the ad-
dress of the outgone chairman 
of NSE, Warri Branch Mr God-
win Enibueta during the annual 
dinner / public lecture of the 
group in Warri at the weekend. 
  
He recalled that the said en-
hanced entry point was recom-
mended by the Federal Head of 
Service in 2018. Enibueta noted 
that Lagos, Rivers, Cross Rivers 
and Akwa-Ibom had imple-
mented the said recommenda-
tion. 
  
The new chairman of Warri 
Branch of NSE, Dr Sony Ali in 

his welcome address, stated 
among other things that he would 
focus on sustainability leadership. 

  
The event featured a public lec-
ture titled: 'Revisiting Engineer-

ing Regulatory Models for African 
countries. 
  

The  Chairman of the occa-
sion, Mr Gidari Wudil, repre-
sented by Vice President of 
the NSE, Goodluck Ohwodo, 
had earlier in his opening 
remarks, lauded the Warri 
Branch of NSE for its level of 
advancement and success-
ful  hosting of the event. 
  
The highpoints of the events 

were the swearing-in of the 

Chairman of NSE Warri 

Branch, Mr Emeka Ali; 

presentation of awards to 

deserving individuals by the 

outgone chairman, Mr God-

win Enibueta and the induc-

tion of new members.  

NSE Restates Call On Government To Implement Entry For Engineers  

 

South-South PDP Zonal Leadership Solicits Votes For Atiku/Okowa Ticket 

The leadership of the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
South-South Zone, has pulled 
its weight behind the Atiku/
Okowa presidency ticket in the 
2023 general elections by urg-
ing massive votes for all PDP 
candidates in Delta and across 
the 36 states and Abuja. 
  
The South-South Woman 
Leader of the PDP, Princess 
Tessy Esievo-Toru, made the 
call on Thursday in Asaba after 
attending the inauguration of 
the party’s campaign council 
for the 2023 elections in Delta 
State. Esievo-Toru, a Deltan, 
who is serving her second term 
as woman leader in the zone, 
said that she had been around 
in politics long enough to 
know that the PDP was the 
only party equipped and pre-
pared to rescue Nigeria from 
its present socio-economic and 
political woes. 
  
According to her, the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 

should be blamed squarely for 
the difficult time the nation 
was going through, accusing 
the party of always blaming 
and never taking responsibil-
ity, saying that a party with 
such an attitude could never 
change. 
  
She declared that the Atiku/
Okowa candidacy was God 
ordained to return Nigeria to 
winning ways and urged Nige-
rians against voting based on 
sentiments, such as religion, 
tribe, and region but on com-
petence and requisite experi-
ences. 
  
The woman leader noted that 
such experiences were in 
abundance in the pair of Alhaji 
Aiku Abubakar, a former vice 
president of Nigeria and Gov-
ernor Ifeanyi Okowa, a medi-
cal doctor, former senator, and 
grassroots politician from the 
council level to commissioner 
and secretary to state govern-
ment. 

  
In Delta State, the educationist
-turned politician said that 
Governor Okowa had made it 
easier for the PDP through 
what she referred to as Okow-
a’s people-oriented pro-
grammes. 
  
Esievo-Toru listed some em-
powerment programmes by 
the governor to include Skills 
Training and Entrepreneur-
ship Programme (STEP), 
Youth Agricultural Entrepre-
neurship Programme 
(YAGEP), and Girl-Child En-
trepreneurship Skills Training 
(GEST). 
  
Others she listed were Rural 
Youth Skills Acquisition 
(RYSA), Women Empower-
ment Skills Acquisition Pro-
gramme (WESAP) and Infor-
mation, Communication and 
Technology, Youth Empower-
ment Programme (ICT-YEP).  
  

She reckoned that such em-
powerment, running into tens 
of thousands of persons, had 
not only made them gainfully 
employed but also employers 
of labour and job creators. 
  
She said that the governor was 
a foremost empowerment 
agent of our time and com-
mended him for also putting 
smiles on the faces of widows 
in the state by not only in-
creasing their monthly stipend 
from N5, 000 to N10, 000 but 
increasing the number of ben-
eficiaries from 11,000 to 
20,000. 
  
She reasoned that virtually 

every extended family in the 

state might have been impact-

ed by the various empower-

ment programme of the state 

government and wondered 

that only a bad conscience 

would gain from the govern-

ment of Okowa and still go 

ahead to vote against the PDP.  
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Flood: Price Of Garri Soars In Warri  
The Chairman, Task Force on 
Traffic and Environment, 
Uvwie Local Government Ar-
ea, Hon Isaac Itobi and some 
motorists have hailed the Del-
ta State Government for the 
quality of jobs on the ongoing 
rehabilitation of roads under 
the flyover in Effurun, Uvwie 
Local Government Area. 
  

Itobi, who spoke while fielding 
questions from our corre-
spondent, noted that with as-
sessment of the ongoing reha-
bilitation, the roads would 
stand the test of time. He also 
expressed hope that the pro-
ject would be completed soon 
and seized the opportunity to 
advise motorists in the area to 
always obey traffic rules, 

warning, however, that offend-
ers would be prosecuted ac-
cording to the local govern-
ment council laws on traffic. 
  
A commercial tricycle (keke) 
rider, Gibson Ojaikre and a 
commercial bus driver (aka 
Kelebe) Jasper Effiong were 
also full of praises for Delta 
State Government for the on-

going rehabilitation of roads 
under the said flyover. 
  
They expressed joy that the 
completion of the project 
would ease traffic jams at the 
ever busy road during the 
Yuletide but called for its 
speedy completion.  

Delta State Government 
(DTSG) has reaffirmed its 
commitments towards tack-
ling issues of human traffick-
ing in persons and irregular 
migration. 
  
The State Attorney-General 
and Commissioner for Justice, 
Mr. Isaiah Bozimo, stated this 
today in Asaba while briefing 
the press. 
  
Bozimo, who described as 
untrue that one local govern-
ment area alone recorded 900 
victims in one month, said 
that the figure was not correct. 
  
He specifically noted that be-
tween 2004 and October, 

2022, a total of 929 persons 
were rescued victims of hu-
man trafficking and irregular 
migration in the state, adding 
that the figure was gotten 
from NAPTIP. 
  
According to the attorney-
general, 70 persons were res-
cued in Ughelli North, Warri 
North 40, Ethiope East 68, 
Aniocha South 36, Isoko 
North 44 and Isoko South 33. 
  
He added that the figure re-
ceived from NAPTIP indicated 
that Warri South total 35, Ok-
pe 22, Ika South 98 and Ika 
North East 64, stressing that 
Ethiope West recorded 45, 
and Ndokwa West and 

Ukwuani had 37 each, among 
others. 
  
He recalled that the state gov-
ernor, Senator Ifeanyi Okowa 
had set up the Delta State 
Taskforce on Human Traffick-
ing and Irregular Migration. 
  
The commissioner said that 
the core responsibility of the 
taskforce was to act as a meet-
ing point for all relevant Law 
Enforcement Agencies, Civil 
Society Organisations, Minis-
tries, Departments and Agen-
cies (MDAs) to coordinate 
efforts in the fight against hu-
man trafficking. 
  

Bozimo said that the most 
recent encounter of the task-
force, though not a victim of 
human trafficking, was the 
issue of a young lady from 
Liberia who found her way to 
Nigeria, specifically in Asaba 
to look for an actress she 
claimed to have seen on TV. 
  
He hinted that the taskforce 

worked in collaboration with 

international partners to assist 

the Liberian woman to go back 

to her country, adding that the 

state Ministry of Woman Af-

fairs had been housing her.  

DTSG Reaffirms Commitment To Fight Human Trafficking, Irregular Migration 

The Minister of Youths and 
Sports, Mr. Sunday Dare, has said 
that the facilities being put in 
place by the Delta State Govern-
ment for the 21st National Sports 
Festival to be hosted by the state, 
is not just for the festival but for 
the future. 
  
Mr. Dare stated this during a 
stakeholders' meeting on the festi-
val held in Asaba. 
  
He expressed surprise over what 
he saw inside the Stephen Keshi 
International Stadium, Asaba, 
after inspecting the facilities being 
put in place for the festival.  

  
The Minister said that when he 
came on an inspection in April this 
year there was nothing impressive 
on the ground but now he is seeing 
a transformation from nothing to 
something, adding that the quality 
of work being done is of interna-
tional standard. 
  
While noting that Delta State did 
not have the luxury of getting two 
years to put facilities in place for 
the festival, he commended the 
state Governor, Senator Dr. 
Ifeanyi Okowa, for his support for 
the festival. 
  

The Chairman of the Local Organ-
izing Committee (LOC) for the 
festival, Chief Patrick Ukah, re-
vealed that the state government 
is committed to providing the best 
facilities which conforms to inter-
national best standards, while also 
taking into consideration the pe-
culiarities of the rules and regula-
tions governing the festival. 
  
Chief Ukah, who is also the Secre-
tary to the Delta State Govern-
ment (SSG), called on the stake-
holders to be considerate and 
constructive in putting their criti-
cism, assuring that they will see a 
perfect setting when they come for 

a second visitation in a few weeks. 
  
In his presentation, the Co-
Chairman of the LOC, Chief 
Tonobok Okowa, said that the 
LOC has recorded a lot in its man-
date of delivering the best festival 
ever. 
  
Chief Okowa, who is also the 

Chairman of the Delta State Sports 

Commission and President of the 

Athletics Federation of Nigeria 

(AFN), enumerated the facilities 

and venues for the festival includ-

ing hostel accommodations.  

Delta 2022 NSF: Sports Minister Rates Facilities High  


