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OGHORO JUSTIFIES TEST 
GENERATION ITEMS IN 
TEACHING, LEARNING—PG 
2 

FEDERATION ACCOUNT: 

DSCTDA Perfects Beautification Of Asaba Ahead Of NSF 

As part of measures to ensure 
sanity and the beautification of 
Asaba ahead of the Delta 2022 
National Sports Festival 
{NSF}, the Delta State Capital 
Territory Development Agency 
(DSCTDA) has begun the 
cleaning, painting and the 
beautification of major roads 
in the capital territory.  
  
Speaking with journalists after 

the inspection of the ongoing 
beautification work, the Direc-
tor General of the agency Hon. 
Joan Onyemaechi said she was 
highly impressed with the level 
of work done adding that the 
cleaning and painting of roads 
were part of the agency's beau-
tification exercise. 
  
Onyemaechi said that her 
Agency was committed to en-

suring the sanitation of the 
State Capital and would not 
compromise on the cleanliness 
of all the gateways to the city 
center as there would soon be 
an influx of foreign and local 
visitors across the country to 
the state capital, she added. 
  
She stressed further that her 
Agency would sustain its 
awareness Creation campaign 

in Asaba to support govern-
ment efforts in maintaining a 
clean and healthy environ-
ment, so as to preserve the 
state’s aesthetic appeal ahead 
of the sports festival. She 
therefore called on residents 
and traders to always inculcate 
good hygienic behaviour and 
desist from acts capable of 
defacing the beauty of the state 
capital.  

2023: NIGERIANS TIRED 
OF HUNGER, POVERTY - 
DELTA PDP CHAIR—PG 
3 

AGBOR MONARCH 
HARPS ON PRIORITIZING 
HEALTH CARE— PG 4 

Okowa Wants Completion Of Exchange Rate N300bn Underpayments 

A 
 3-day Retreat for members 
of Federation Account Allo-
cation Committee post-
mortem Sub-Committee has 

been declared open with a call on par-
ticipants to expedite action to com-
plete the exchange rate underpay-
ments of over N300bn into the Feder-
ation Account. 
 
The state Governor and Vice Presi-
dential candidate of the Peoples' 
Democratic party (PDP), Senator 
Ifeanyi Okowa, declared the retreat 
open in Unity Hall, Government 
House, Asaba. 
 
Governor Okowa, who was represent-
ed by the Secretary to the State  

Cont. On Page 2 

Secretary to the State Government (SSG), Chief Patrick Ukah (right), and the Chairman, Revenue Mobili-
zation Allocation and Fiscal Commission, Mohammad Bello Shehu, during the opening of a 3 -day pro-
gramme for members of the Federation Account Allocation Committee (FAAC)  Post mortem Sub-
Committee at the Unity Hall, Government House, Asaba  
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Government (SSG), Chief Pat-
rick Ukah, commended the 
Federation Account Allocation 
Committee (FAAC), post mor-
tem Sub- Committee, for en-
hancing revenue accruals into 
the Federation account, which 
benefited the three tiers of gov-
ernment. 
  
Senator Okowa stated that the 
retreat with the theme" Evalua-
tion of Issues Emanating from 
the Federation Account, 2019-
2021" could not have come at a 
better time than now. He said 
the theme is predicated on the 
mandate saddled upon the 
FAAC post mortem Sub-
Committee to, among other 
things, carry out in depth anal-
yses of the reports of revenue 

generating agencies as present-
ed to FAAC during the monthly 
meeting. 
  
Governor Okowa noted that as 
a result of the hard work of the 
committee, several refunds 
have been received by oil pro-
ducing states of the federation, 
which he said include but not 
limited to the 13% refunds on 
withdrawals from excess crude, 
13% refunds on subsidy, priori-
ty projects, Police Trust Fund, 
13% refunds on subsidy and 
priority projects (2022). 
  
He said these refunds and oth-
ers being handled by the sub-
committee, when received, will 
boost the ability of the federat-
ing unit to deliver dividends of 

democracy to the citizens of the 
country. 
  
Earlier in his welcome address, 
the Chairman, FAAC post mor-
tem Sub-Committee, Alhaji 
Kabir Mohammed Mashi, said 
the committee decided to or-
ganize the retreat for the period 
under review to improve trans-
parency and accountability in 
the management of govern-
ment funds. 
  
He stated that the committee 
periodically carries out an an-
nual retreat and programme 
with the aim of addressing spe-
cific issues bordering on the 
operation and management of 
the federation account.  
  

Others, including the Minister 
of Finance, Budget and Nation-
al planning, Mrs. Zainab Ah-
mad, and the Accountant Gen-
eral of the Federation, Mr. Syl-
va Okolieaboh, stressed the 
need for the retreat to critically 
examine the causes, challenges, 
defects of subsidy payments 
and the way forward to improv-
ing the revenue contribution 
from the oil sector to the feder-
ation account. 
  
They urged the post mortem 
Sub-Committee to also pay 
attention to economic activities 
of the oil sector regarding the 
crude oil production in barrels 
per day and redouble their ef-
forts in realizing their mandate.  

Okowa Wants Completion Of Exchange Rate N300bn Underpayments    from cover 

Delta State Government 
(DTSG) has de-
scribed generation of test 
items as a vital instru-
ment of measuring the 
teaching/learning outcomes 
as well as adhere to outlined 
provisions in the basic 
school curricular. 
  
The Permanent Secretary in 
the State Ministry of Basic 
and Secondary Education, 
Mr. Augustine Oghoro stat-
ed this during a workshop 
on the generation of test 
items for 2023 Cognitive/
Placement and Basic Educa-
tion Certificate Examina-
tions held in Asaba. 
  
Mr. Oghoro said that the 
workshop was organised to 
ensure that credible, reliable 
and valid test items were 
generated for the two exami-
nations. 
  

He described the work-
shop as a unique forum for 
teachers with cognate expe-
rience in relevant subject 
areas to review the past eval-
uation instruments with a 
view to generating new ones 
in order to enrich the ques-
tions bank. 
  
He said that there were suf-
ficient test items from which 
the Ministry could draw 
from for the assignment of 
pupils/students eligible for 
certificate in six and JS 3 
classes. 
  
Mr. Oghoro noted that the 
method of generating test 
items was geared towards 
ensuring that the items gen-
erated covered the lower and 
upper basic curricular and to 
encourage participants and 
other teachers to cover the 
curriculum in their respec-
tive subject areas. 

  
He urged them to cover as 
professionals the cognitive, 
affective and psychomotor 
domains to make items gen-
erated valid and capable of 
sustaining the established 
standards. 
  
Earlier in his welcome ad-
dress, the Director of Exami-
nation and Standard, Mr. 
Sunday Egomagwuna said 
that teachers who were spe-
cialists in different subjects 
were made to set valid and 
reliable test items from the 
schemes of work to enrich 
the question bank for future 
Cognitive/Placement and 
BECE examinations. 
  
Mr. Egomagwuna stated 
that the State Ministry of 
Basic and Secondary Educa-
tion had gone digital in her 
enrolment of candidates for 
certificate examinations, 

adding that OMR answer 
sheets were now used for 
Cognitive/Placement exami-
nation. 
  
He told participants that 
each of them was expected 
to generate fifty multiple 
choice, five essay type, two 
practical type and two pro-
ject type questions in their 
various subject areas with an 
appropriate marking 
scheme. 
  
Resource persons at the 
workshop included Profes-
sor Patrick Osadebe of Delta 
State University, Abraka and 
Senior Special Assistant 
(SSA) to Delta State Gover-
nor on Education and Cur-
riculum Matters, Dr. God-
win Edozie,  who presented 
lectures on Guidelines on 
Generation of Test Items 
and New Subject Thematic 
areas respectively. 

Oghoro Justifies Test Generation Items In Teaching, Learning 
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Chairman of the Peoples Demo-

cratic Party, PDP in Delta State, 

Olorogun Kingsley Esiso on Mon-

day said Nigerians were tired of 

excruciating hunger, poverty, and 

insecurity and would do anything 

to sack the inept All Progressives 

Congress APC-led Federal Gov-

ernment. 

 

Esiso who stated this at the Delta 

South Senatorial District ward-to

-ward campaign in Warri, 

charged members to deliver all 

candidates of the party in the 

2023 general elections. 

 

He said Nigerians were prepared 

to sack the APC-led Federal Gov-

ernment come 2023 because of 

their incompetence which had led 

Nigerians into serious hunger, 

acute poverty, and unabating 

insecurity. 

 

"Our economy has collapsed un-

der the Buhari administration 

and Nigerians have resolved and 

are willing to vote for a President 

and Vice-President of PDP ex-

traction and fortunately for us in 

Delta, the next Vice-President is 

our son and our dear Governor, 

Senator, Dr. Ifeanyi Okowa. 

 

"With Okowa in Aso Rock, the 

Warri-Benin road, Amukpe to 

Agbor, and the Warri Port will 

not remain like that. 

 

"Deltans want to have our son in 

Aso Rock without hindrance so I 

appeal to you to vote for the PDP 

in all the elections," he said. 

 

On the Governorship election in 

the State, the State Party Boss 

called on Deltans to reject the 

APC and whatever they represent, 

adding that the people of the 

State would not reinforce failure. 

"Coming to Delta, I am aware 

that some political rascals are 

patrolling Delta State boasting 

that they want to continue with 

the poverty and hardship Buhari 

is foisting on Nigerians. 

 

"Let us not give them that chance 

my people of Delta South, in this 

our Delta, there is only one party 

which is the Peoples Democratic 

Party (PDP) others are pretend-

ers. 

 

He commended former Governor 

Emmanuel Uduaghan for endors-

ing the party’s Governorship 

candidate, Chief Sheriff Obo-

revwori, adding that when the 

lions come out of their den, other 

animals scamper to safety. 

 

Director of the State PDP Cam-

paign Council, Hon. Funkekeme 

Solomon appealed to the people 

of the Delta South Senatorial 

District particularly Warri South 

to show their capacity by voting 

for all candidates of the party in 

the coming elections. 

 

He said that only a PDP admin-

istration can change the current 

narrative of hunger and hopeless-

ness that pervades the entire 

country. 

 

He said that since the Buhari and 

APC administration took over the 

reign of power in 2015, Nigerians 

have been visited with serious 

challenges ranging from wide-

scale insecurity and hunger with 

Nigeria becoming the Global 

Headquarters of poverty. 

 

Funkekeme who is Senior Politi-

cal Adviser to the Governor said 

next year's election provides a 

good opportunity for the people 

to sack the APC-led administra-

tion at the centre and bring back 

the PDP to rescue, reset and re-

build the Country. 

 

Also speaking, Chairman of the 

party in the Senatorial district, 

Chief Julius Takeme said the 

Okowa administration had done a 

lot in infrastructural and human 

capital development, youth, and 

women empowerment as well as 

appointments. 

 

He urged the people to support 

the Atiku Abubakar and Senator 

Ifeanyi Okowa ticket to rescue 

and rebuild Nigeria from the 

maladministration of the ruling 

All Progressives Congress (APC). 

 

The campaign train which started 

at Ubeji also visited Ogunu, Eku-

rode-Urhobo, Ugbuwangue, and 

Okere, Warri GRA wards, was 

attended by State Deputy Chair-

man of the party, Val Arenyeka, 

Senatorial candidate of the party, 

Hon. Michael Diden, Member 

Representing Warri Federal Con-

stituency, Chief Thomas Ereyito-

mi, member representing Bomad-

i/Patani Federal Constituency 

Hon. Nicholas Mutu. 

 

Others are the House of Repre-

sentatives candidate for the Isoko 

Federal Constituency, Pastor 

Jonathan Ukodhiko, Majority 

Leader of the Delta State House 

of Assembly, Chief Ferguson 

Onwo, Chairman of Media and 

Publicity Committee of the State 

PDP Campaign Council, Chief 

Emmanuel Amgbaduba, among 

others.  

2023: Nigerians Tired Of Hunger, Poverty - Delta PDP Chair 

The Peoples' Democratic Party 
(PDP) Campaign Council for 
the Ward 9, Okpanam, Oshi-
mili North Local Government 
Council, has been inaugurated. 
  
Inaugurating the council at the 
campaign office in Okpanam, 
the local government PDP 
Chairman, Chief Nduka Og-
wude, named the Ward 9 
Chairman, Mr Nkwuka 
Obiekea, as Head of the coun-
cil. 
  

The Secretary to the State Gov-
ernment (SSG), Chief Patrick 
Ukah, is a member of the coun-
cil, just as all political appoin-
tees from the ward, serving and 
former councillors from the 
ward, all executive members of 
the party from the ward, all 
canvassers from the ward, 
among others, are members of 
the council. 
  
Speaking during the ceremony, 
Chief Ukah stated that follow-
ing the inauguration, campaign 

has formally kicked off in the 
ward. 
  
He told the party faithful that 
what they were doing now will 
determine their future for the 
next 8 years, stressing that 
those who are not occupying 
political positions now will do 
so in the next dispensation. 
  
The SSG advised members of 
the campaign council to move 
to their various units and begin 
house to house campaigns tell-

ing them what the party has 
done for them and the reasons 
why they should vote for the 
PDP. 
  
Chief Ukah noted that the only 
way the people of Okpanam 
Kingdom can say thank you to 
the state Governor, Senator Dr. 
Ifeanyi Okowa, for all the infra-
structural developments in the 
kingdom is to vote massively 
for the PDP during the general 
elections next year. 

Okpanam Ward 9 PDP Inaugurates Campaign Council 
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The Ethiope West people of delta 
state have said they are strongly 
behind the people democratic 
party (PDP), saying the all pro-
gressive congress party (APC) has 
failed in governance. 
  
This was made known in Oghara 
the headquarters of Ethiope West 
local government area of delta 
state during the ward to ward 
campaign by the PDP in the local-
ity. 
  
Speaking to newsmen during the 
campaign in ward 10, Mr Stanley 

Eruteyan noted that the APC 
government has failed Nigerians 
in the past years of piloting the 
affairs of the country, as such the 
people have decided to vote and 
deliver all PDP candidates in the 
upcoming general election. 
  
He reiterated that the Ethiope 
West people were for PDP as he 
was hundred percent sure that 
PDP would emerge victorious in 
2023. 
  
Also speaking, a petty trader from 
the area, madam Patience Neko 

said she believed that PDP would 
elevate Nigerians from the strug-
gles and hardship they were fac-
ing in the country. 
  
While addressing the crowd in 
ward 10, a leader and a party 
chieftain, Hon Emmanuel 
Ighomena, said they were very 
sure of success for the PDP party. 
  
Ighomena said ward 9 and ward 
10 would work for PDP and deliv-
er PDP five over five as they were 
going to work for all PDP candi-
dates. 

  
He noted that Hon Sheriff Obo-
revwori has overcome all the 
huddles, saying it has been writ-
ten in heaven and on earth that 
Hon Sheriff was the chosen gov-
ernor. 
  
Chief Ighomena noted that Sher-
iff was the son of the soil as he 
has been with them even while 
writing his senior leaving certifi-
cate examination in Oghareki 
Grammar School, Oghara  

2023 Campaigns: Ethiope West Drum Support For PDP  

The Dein of Agbor Kingdom, His 
Royal Majesty Dr. Benjamin 
Ikenchuku Keagborekwuzi 1, has 
harped on the need for the govern-
ment to continue to prioritize the 
wellbeing of the people. 
  
HRM Keagborekwuzi made this 
known when members of the Ika 
South Tuberculosis Control Com-
mittee led by Rtn. Peter Idion and 
Hon. Patience Agboma visited him 
at his royal palace in Ime-Obi, 
Agbor, headquarters of Ika South 
Local Government Area of Delta 
State. 
  
According to him, more effective 
measures should be put in place to 
avoid the spread of the disease in 
the locality. 
  

While commending members of 
the committee, he advocated that 
more stakeholders be involved in 
the mission to curb the spread of 
Tuberculosis in Ika land. 
  
"I want to suggest that palace chiefs 
and other illustrious sons and 
daughters of Ika land be involved 
to enable us achieve more success" 
he added. 
  
Earlier in his remarks, the Supervi-
sor of Tuberculosis Control Pro-
gramme in Charge of Ika South 
Local Government Area Rotn. 
Chris Monye, noted that the worri-
some and steady increase in TB 
cases in Ika South necessitated the 
formation of the Committee. 
  
According to him, Ika South is 

among the six high burden TB rise 
cases in the state. The rise is fright-
ening and it's increasing every day. 
  
Speaking further, he disclosed that 
treatments and check up for TB at 
centres in the state school of Nurs-
ing Agbor and government hospi-
tals remain free. 
  
"We are going round all the com-
munities in Ika South to create 
awareness, the Committee has been 
very proactive and we are commit-
ted to do more" 
  
"TB is airborne, those coughing 
regularly should come out for a free 
test. We may not be able to reach 
all of them particularly those of 
them in the rural areas, hence, we 
are taking the sensitization cam-

paign to traditional rulers and 
community leaders" he stated. 
  
Also speaking, the Chairman of the 
Committee, Rtn. Peter Idion point-
ed out that the TB increase is 
threatening, but thanked the Ika 
South Council Chairman for taking 
urgent steps to stop the spread of 
the disease.  
  
He appealed to Agbor Chiefs and 
community leaders to help fish out 
TB victims in their various commu-
nities.  
  
Speaking further, he revealed that 
there is a plan to build a befitting 
TB center where diagnosis and 
treatments will be handled.  

ADVERTISE HERE 

ADVERTISE HERE 

Agbor Monarch Harps On Prioritizing Health Care  

Uvwie Chief Canvasses Support For Oborevwori  

The Unuevworo 
(traditional mouthpiece) 
of Etche R' Ovwori 
(traditional administra-
tive unit)  in Uvwie King-
dom, High Chief Henry 
Urumedji has canvassed 
support for the Peoples 
Democratic Party( PDP ) 
2023 Delta State Gover-
norship candidate , Rt 
Hon Sheriff Francis Obo-
revwori. 
  
Urumedji who spoke to 
newsmen in a media chat 
with newsmen at a public 
function in Effurun 

Uvwie Local Government 
Area last weekend stated 
that the PDP Delta State 
governorship candidate 
has what it takes to take 
Delta State to greater 
heights if elected into 
office. 
  
Urumedji substantiated 
his claim by describing 
the Speaker of Delta 
State House of Assembly 
as the most outstanding 
speaker in the comity of 
state house of assembly 
speakers in Nigeria 
"owing to his wealth of 

experience. 
  
"He (Rt Hon Sheriff 
Francis Oborevwori) is 
an astute and grass root 
politician who knows 
Delta State in and out. 
  
"These qualities make 
him the best of all the 
candidates jostling for 
the Delta State governor-
ship seat in 2023. 
  
"Governor Okowa has 
achieved a lot so far. But 
Rt Hon Sheriff Francis 
Oborevwori will improve 

on the achievements of 
Governor Okowa if elect-
ed as Governor of Delta 
State in 3023, he added. 
  
Urumedji further stated 
that Deltans across the 
state were singing the 
praises of the PDP Delta 
State governorship can-
didate "because accord-
ing to him, Obo-
revwori has positively 
touched the lives of 
many. 
  
"In my community of 
Ekpan alone, he offered 

seven special assistants (SA) jobs 
to Indigenes. 
  
"We believe that if he gets there, 
he will do more for us and other 
Deltans," he added. 
  
The Uvwie high chief then urged 
Deltans to vote for Rt Hon Sheriff 
Francis Oborevwori as Governor 
of Delta State in the 2023 Delta 
State governorship elections.  
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Oboghoro Community Underscores Need For Development 

The Trust chairman of Oboghoro 
Community in Warri North Local 
Government Area, Comrade Charles 
Edema has stressed the importance 
of community development in the 
state. 
  
Comrade Edema who made this 
assertion while reacting to the sec-
ond anniversary of the existence of 
O d o k i n  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l , 
Oboghoro, in celebration of the 
developmental strides of Honoura-
ble Godwin Ebosa in the communi-
ty, said the community is blessed to 
have him as their own. 
 
“His developmental strides are 

second to none. And as a great 
philanthropist, who has touched the 
lives of so many people" 
  
"Hon. Ebosa, provided all the facili-
ties at Odokun Secondary School, 
including free books, uniforms and 
free feeding of the over 350 stu-
dents in the school" 
  
"He is not only a renowned son of 
the community, he is a national 
leader, and we, the entire Ajala 
children, have conferred on him the 
title of ‘Obanogboro’ he affirmed. 
  
When our correspondent inter-
viewed the principal of the school, 

Mr. Mattu Mogbejuleoritse, he dis-
closed that the Delta State Govern-
ment recently deployed six teachers 
to the school. 
  
"The other 19 community teachers 
were employed by the Oboghoro 
Community, under the payroll of 
Hon. Godwin Ebosa" 
  
“There are about three hundred 
students from junior secondary 
one to senior secondary one'' 
  
"While students from neighbouring 
communities like Jakpa, Bobi, Tebu 
and Ogheye communities are 
brought to school daily by a free 

cargo boat, courtesy of Hon. Ebosa," 
he added. 
  
On the academic performance of 
students in the school, Mr. Mogbe-
juleoritse, revealed that the stu-
dents excelled in their examina-
tions, especially the external ones. 
  
"Last year, the students who sat for 
the Basic Education Certificate 
Examination (BECE) did very well 
and there was no re-sit," he noted. 
  
He however revealed that the school 
was the best in BECE in the whole 
of Warri North.  

Special Feature: STEP Improved My Life, Says Akpotayobore 

Kingsley Akpotayobore hails from 

Udu LGA and has an NCE before he 

enrolled in the Delta State Govern-

ment’s Skills Training and Entre-

preneurship Programme (STEP) in 

the 2016/2017 cycle. He was re-

trained in Electrical Installation 

and Maintenance. 

  
Thereafter, he established King-
suged Nigeria Enterprise where he 
is the CEO of the enterprise. Ak-
potayobore has done well in busi-
ness and has taken over the job of 

electrical 
installation 
in his lo-
cality and 
beyond. He 
shares his 
success 
story five 
years later. 
  
“After 
STEP 
training, 
my 
knowledge 
in the skill 

improved prac-
tically as a 
Brown STEPre-
neur. I now 
take contracts 
and handle it 
without super-
vision. I install 
solar energy in 
homes. I am in 
partnership 
with some 
colleagues who 
I work with 
when I have 
many jobs. 

  
“The job is lucrative. I have a shop 

where I sell electrical materials, 

pipes and cables. I have built a 

permanent shop at 11 Ohahem 

Owhrode Town, Udu. I completed 

part of my building last year; I 

reside there with my wife and chil-

dren.  

“I have trained two people and have 

one trainee. STEP improved my 

life, publicized me and increased 

my patronage.” 

Security Vote Is A Fraud – Kwankwaso 
The presidential candidate of the 
New Nigerian Peoples Party 
(NNPP), Alhaji Rabiu Kwankwaso, 
yesterday said the security vote was 
a means to siphon money and per-
petrate corruption in government. 
 
He said if he becomes the presi-
dent, his administration will not 
take a dime as security vote. 
The NNPP presidential candidate 
spoke yesterday at the Channels 
Television Town Hall event, during 
which he addressed several issues. 

He said while he was the governor 
of Kano, he did not take a dime as a 
security vote, saying those who 
draw public funds under the guise 

of a security vote were actually 
ripping the public off. 

He said: “For the eight years I was a 
governor, I didn’t take a dime as a 
security vote, though I inherited a 
government that believed in that. 
What I did was to listen to the secu-
rity challenges from Commissioner 
of Police and if he or she successful-
ly defended it, I took it to the coun-
cil for approval. 

“Security vote in my own opinion is 
a big way of stealing money and 
that was why I didn’t do it as a gov-
ernor. If I have the opportunity 
again, there will be nothing like the 
security vote in the presidency. 

“We have seen cases where a lot of 
funds were been stolen under the 
guise of security votes and in my 
opinion, I think that should be 
stopped.” 

He pledged to boost the morale of 
the security agencies by increasing 
their personnel and giving them 
needed training and exposure to 
make them confront the myriad of 
security challenges bedevilling the 
country. He also promised to re-
duce the lack of coordination 
among the security personnel. 
 
“We are very much aware of the 
issue of synergy and coordination 
within our security sector. And 

these are very key if we must make 
notable progress. That was what we 
did when I was the Minister of De-
fence. 
 
“We noted that there were many 
issues within the three military 
services, the police, and other secu-
rity agencies. In most cases, there 
was no understanding and agree-
ment among them. As a minister, I 
ensured we worked as a team and 
provided all that they needed to 
function. 

“This we also did when I was the 

governor of Kano. We created a 

very conducive atmosphere to func-

tion in Kano,” he added. 



6  

News Desk Paper Wednesday, November 16, 2022 

Community 

Ogbudugbudu National Council 
under the leadership of the 
interim National President, Mr 
Divine Bekederemo Inor has 
vehemently rejected plans to 
install a parallel Agadagba - 
elect other than renowned legal 
icon, Napoleon Egin. 
  
This was contained in a state-
ment issued by Mr Divine Inor 
reacting to a news item circu-
lating in the social media pur-
portedly authorized by Mr. 
Ariri Ebikefe. 
  
The statement cautioned that 
the installation of a parallel 
traditional ruler may destabi-
lize Egbema Kingdom and in-
deed Warri North Local Gov-
ernment Area. 
  
The statement knocked Mr 
Ariri Ebikefe for discrediting 
the President of The Leader-
ship of Egbema Communities 
Peace Development and Hu-
manitarian Rights Association, 
ECPDHRA, Comrade Mike 
Tiemo over his take on Egbema 
Kingship matter.  
  
"We would ordinarily not re-
spond to statements credited to 
a youth who is in his early 30s 
but given the sensitivity of the 
matter we are constrained to 
respond," the statement added. 
  
The statement made it clear 
that the Egbema kingship mat-
ter was exclusively for elders 
and gazette chiefs and not for 
youth like Mr. Ariri Ebikefe. 
 
"The Agadagba-elect was duly 
nominated by the Amao-
kosuwei and Chiefs of Og-
budugbudu Ruling House as 
one of the qualified nominees 
to ascend the ancient stool. The 
documents are there to see.  
 
"Mr Ariri Ebikefe who has ear-
lier congratulated Napoleon 
Egin, a lawyer, as the Agadagba
-elect lacked the moral authori-

ty to criticize the process of his 
emergence. 
  
"Mr. Edmund Doya Tiemo has 
no right to interfere with the 
choice of the Elders of Og-
budugbudu Ruling house. 
  
"The world needs to know that 
during the reign of the last King 
who was the blood brother of 
Mr. Edmund Tiemo, Ogbudug-
budu Ruling did not interfere 
with the decision of the elders 
of his Polobubor community,” 
the statement also added. 
  

The statement strongly advised 
Egbema Leaders of Thought to 
stay clear from interfering 
with the decision of Egbema 
kingmakers “which has been 
acknowledged and accepted in 
writing by elders and Chiefs of 
Ogbudugbudu Ruling House."  
  
The statement noted that it was 
out of place for a youth presi-
dent not to respect the decision 
of persons that were old 
enough to be his father and 
grandfather on such an im-
portant traditional matter. 
  
"Mr. Ariri Ebikefe has no au-

thority to speak on behalf of the 
people of Ogbudugbudu 
on kingship matters. We there-
fore urge the general public to 
disregard his statements on the 
kingship matter," it said. 
  
The statement maintained that 
the vast majority of the people 
of Egbema have since moved 
on with the proclamation of 
Napoleon Sekegbekumor Egin 
as the Agadagba-elect of Egbe-
ma Kingdom with the excep-
tion of a handful few whose 
opinions are not important on 
the matter. 

  
Ogbudugbudu National Council 
also in the statement, while 
suing for peace from aggrieved 
persons, pledged to continue to 
work with the elders and chiefs 
of Ogbudugbudu. 
  
"We call on aggrieved persons 
to embrace peace in the overall 
interest of the Egbema King-
dom."  
  
Ogbudugbudu National Council 
then congratulated Napoleon 
Egin on his emergence as the 
Agadagba - elect of Egbema 
Kingdom. 

  
In a related development the 
Egbema Kingmakers have 
again declared their stand on 
the proclamation of Napoleon 
Egin as the Agadagba - elect of 
Egbema Kingdom. 
  
This was contained in a state-
ment issued by the secretary of 
the Traditional Council, High 
Chief Joseph Owilly in reaction 
to the installation of a parallel 
Agadagba - elect of Egbema 
Kingdom. 
  
The statement maintained that 
there was no vacancy in the 
exalted traditional stool upon 
the proclamation of the legal 
icon as the Agadagba - elect of 
Egbema Kingdom. 
  
The statement affirmed that 
the selection of Barrister Napo-
leon Egin was done in accord-
ance with the customs and tra-
ditions in the installation of an 
Agadagba in Egbema Kingdom. 
  
The statement then urged the 
government and the public to 
discountenance the proclama-
tion of installation of a parallel 
Agadagba. 
  
Meanwhile the elders and 
chiefs of Ogbudugbudu Com-
munity have given their nod to 
the proclamation of Barrister 
Napoleon Egin as the Agadagba 
elect of Egbema Kingdom by 
the Kingmakers. 
  
This was contained in their 
statement of congratulations to 
the Agadagba elect Napoleon 
Egin. 
  
In the statement signed by 
their chairman Pa (Chief) M 
Fetimi (The Ama Okosuwei of 
Ogbudugbudu Community) 
and others, they   lauded the 
Kingmakers for the success of 
the proclamation of Napoleon 
Egin as the Agadagba elect of 
Egbema Kingdom.  

Ogbudugbudu National Council Rejects Planned Installation Of Parallel Monarch… Elders Of Ruling House Congratulate Egin  
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News 
Schools, Traders Protest Over Soludo’s Tax Choking Policies 

The tax policies of the Governor of 
Anambra State, Prof. Chukwuma 
Soludo has come under intense 
focus again. 

News Desk Paper reports that last 
Friday, there was pandemonium at 
Kings Planet International School 
as gun wielding security operatives 
invaded the school, on the pretext 
of enforcing tax payment. 
 
Also, foodstuff traders in Awka 
have protested the high tax im-
posed on them, threatening to stop 
operations in Anambra if the prac-
tice was not stopped. 

The management of 
Kingsplanet Internation-
al School, Awka, on 
Tuesday protested the 
action of the security 
operatives, alleging that 
its staff and pupils were 
bullied, while others 
were traumatised. 

News Desk Paper gath-
ered that the incident 
happened last Friday, as 
an enforcement team 
from the Anambra State 
Signage Agency 
(ANSAA) in the compa-
ny of gun wielding secu-
rity men invaded the 
school to enforce the 
payment of N100,000 
for signages belonging to 
the school. 

When News Desk Paper visited the 

school, some members of staff of 

the school, which runs a creche, 

nursery and primary arm, con-

firmed the incident, saying that the 

school was in session last weekend, 

when the team arrived. 

 

“Because they were carrying guns, 

we decided to close the doors of the 

classrooms, to avoid the children 

seeing gun-wielding security men 

barging into the school premises, 

but the security men forced the 

classroom rooms open and com-

manded all the children to leave, 

saying that they have orders to shut 

the school. 

 

 

“All the children were crying and 

running helter-skelter, including 

the creche section, which consists 

of very tender kids, but they 

showed no mercy at all. 

“In the process of the pandemoni-
um in the school, there was power 
outage, but we tried to put on the 
generator, so we can use the CCTV 
in the school to monitor the move-
ment of the children, but the secu-

rity men refused,” said Modesta 
Odu, a teaching staff of the school. 

The assistant manager of the 
school, Mr Emmanuel Emeka, 
lamented the level of trauma expe-
rienced by the pupils as a result of 
the incident. 

“We begged them not to go ahead 
with their action as it will trauma-
tise the kids, but they refused. You 
needed to be here to see how secu-
rity men overran this place. 
 
“Most parents who heard of it 
moved in to withdraw their chil-
dren. Up till this moment, some of 
the children still feel bad when we 
have visitors in the school. We had 
to reach out to some parents to beg 

them to bring back their children. 

“We are really disappointed if this 
is how the Soludo government 
intends to go about tax. The team 
were in our school earlier to de-
mand payment of N100,000 for 
four signboards. We told them we 
didn’t have up to that number of 
signboards, so they left, saying they 
will verify and get back, and the 
next thing we saw was the security 
men.” 

The school management called on 

the Anambra State Governor to 
rein in the excesses of some of his 
aides. 

When News Desk Paper reached 

out to the Managing Director of 

ANSAA, Mr Tony Ujubuonu, he 

insisted that the enforcement was 

as a result of a court order obtained 

against the school. 

He alleged that the proprietor of 
the school has been maligning the 
agency on social media over the 
enforcement, but insisted that the 
Anambra State government will not 
relent in ensuring that the right 
thing was done. 

Meanwhile, foodstuff dealers in 

Anambra State on Thursday pro-
tested heavy taxation imposed on 
them by the State government. The 
traders threatened to stop supply of 
goods to the State if the govern-
ment continued with the tax re-
gime. They alleged that the State 
government had been imposing 
heavy taxes on them for bringing in 
foodstuff to the State from the 
north. 

The Chairman of Eke Awka Food-
stuff Dealers Association, Mr 
Chukwuemeka Onyemechi, during 
a peaceful protest on Thursday said 

some hoodlums allegedly 
working with govern-
ment’s agents came to the 
market and stopped them 
from off-loading their 
goods unless they paid 
N30,000 per truck as 
against N8,000. 
 
“They also insisted that we 
pay N20,000 for a truck 
with six tyres as against 
N5,000 and the sum of 
N6,000 for a Datsun truck 
as against N500 per truck. 
After the off-loading of 
goods, smaller trucks were 
forced to pay N3,000 as 
against N300 before the 
goods would be allowed to 
leave the market,” he 
lamented. 
 
The traders would not be 
the first to complain about 
the tax policies of the 

State government. 

A lawyer, Mr Jude Eze who spoke 

on the perceived excessive tax said: 

“I do not think this is the best thing 

for the governor to do. Nigerians 

are not so exposed to taxes, so they 

need to be pampered and not this 

kind of chastisement we see every-

day in the State. 

“Soludo must realise that the econ-

omy is very hard, so he cannot be 

billing the people for waste, busi-

ness premises, and several others, 

just because he needs money, 

which he told us he can get from 

relevant agencies, during his gover-

norship campaigns.”  
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Abia State government has said it is 

not against Peter Obi’s visit to the 

state where he is scheduled to hold 

a rally on Thursday or any other 

presidential candidate for that mat-

ter but expressed concern that it 

does not want the peaceful atmos-

phere to be detailed. 

 

The government in a statement on 

Thursday signed by the Commis-

sioner for Information and Strate-

gy, Barr. Eze Chikamnayo said the 

state Governor has a profile of po-

litical tolerance and enhancing 

democratic participation and will 

not stop the visit of Peter Obi for 

his political engagements. 

 

The government, therefore, called 

for the maintenance of the existing 

peace and stability in the state and 

urged for proper use of the facility, 

even as schools remain in the sec-

tion at the planned venue for the 

rally, the Ngwa High School Aba. 

 

The statement read in part, “That 

the venue of the Proposed Rally, 

Ngwa High School, Aba is one of 

the Government Schools recently 

released to some Religious Institu-

tions and other Groups on the pro-

bational basis as contained in the 

Executive Council Resolution au-

thorising the exercise. Thus, the 

control, use, and or misuse of such 

privilege by any of the beneficiaries 

will determine Government deci-

sion as it affects such Institutions. 

 

“Therefore, those ignorant political 

pretenders purporting that Ngwa 

High School is an independent, self

-governing island within the Abia 

State territory are only hallucinat-

ing. Their purported approval from 

their misguided moles will only 

lead them to oblivion as there can 

never exist two Governments with-

in the elected authority in Abia 

State. 

 

“That all Schools in Abia operate a 

uniform calendar as per resump-

tion, mid-term breaks, and conclu-

sion 

of 

terms as approved and supervised 

by the Ministry of Education, Abia 

State. Willful alteration of the such 

calendar to pander to vested politi-

cal interests by any Institution 

within the State will be met with 

commensurate sanctions. 

 

“That management of Ngwa High 

School or any other public Institu-

tion entrusted by Government with 

the solemn responsibility of pro-

tecting the overall interest of Abia 

Children cannot recklessly purport 

to unilaterally discharge that re-

sponsibility without first obtaining 

the written approval of the govern-

ment through the relevant supervis-

ing Ministry in accordance with 

extant laws. 

 

“Regrettably, a certain diminutive, 

perennial Governorship Candidate 

whose questionable antecedents in 

the mismanagement of public insti-

tutions is common knowledge in 

Abia State is latching in on the 

genuine aspiration of Mr Peter Obi 

to instigate unrest and garner unde-

served attention. This desperate 

individual together with his bitter 

gang of political dropouts knowing 

that they lack integrity, reputation 

and capacity are creating an errone-

ous impression that the goodwill 

enjoyed by Mr Peter Obi and other 

Presidential Candidates from the 

Government and people of Abia 

State can be used as a smokescreen 

to cover their notoriety and lack of 

acceptable.  

Abia Government Not Against Peter Obi’s Visit To Aba For Rally 

Famous Nigerian activist and social 
critic, Aisha Yesufu, has reacted to 
Governor Charles Soludo’s attack 
on the presidential candidate of the 
Labour Party (LP), Peter Obi, say-
ing the political class thinks they 
own Nigeria. 

Yesufu also said the citizens must 
take hold of the power that be-
longs to them. 

Recall that Governor Soludo had 
attacked Obi in a lengthy essay 
on Monday, claiming that he 
would not win the presidential 
election. 

While throwing shade at Obi’s 
claim of making huge savings for 
Anambra State during his tenure, 
Soludo also said that govern-

ments exist to save lives and not to 
save money. 

But taking to her verified Twitter 

handle in a series of tweets, Yesufu 

said the nonsense must stop. 

 

“The political class think they own 

Nigeria. Their arrogance is out of 

this world. Even during elections, 

they do not hide their disdain for 

the citizens. 

 

“The nonsense must stop. Citizens 

must take hold of the power that 

belongs to the people. 

 

“Suddenly, Charles Soludo 

@CCSoludo has forgotten that 

he had to leave PDP to win the 

gubernatorial election in 

Anambra State. Power is 

sweet! 

 

“You didn’t ask your friends in 

PDP why they didn’t think 

power should go to the 

South?” 

Soludo: This Nonsense Must Stop, Citizens Must Take Power – Aisha Yesufu 


